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' To the right Honourable his ever 


= honeured Lady,the Lady Clinton. 


MADAM, 

| EEE T ſuch times as yourfilent Authority 
q 2x 1£595%2 gave me leave to want better imploy- 
1 B A Q2 ment, this trifle (that now begs to live 
7 CITE a ſhrub under the ſecure ſhade of your 
- <> Patronage ) was Sinn'd into Engliſh : 

and, though not to confeſsthe preſumption, be to 
add to it, yet its being born in your Honours ſer- 
vice, bids me hopeit leſs rudeneſs, thus to throw it 
ſelf at your feet, than to diſclaim the priviledg of 
being yours. Madam, I am not ignoranc(if you de- 
| ſcend to the peruſal of this humble toy ) that you 
| muſt force your ſublime thoughts(which uſually fly 
| at fair Quarries) to a ſtooping: but as the Sun (who 
| 15 the cleereſt Emblem of your vertues)when moun- 
ted to his Meridian, does not diſdain to look down- 
wards; ſoif you vouchfafe to ler fall the beams ofa 

ſmile upon this piece,and bid ic live, how unkindly 

others may uſe it ſhall never be plac'd among the * 
fears of, 
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MADAM, 


Tour Honours moſt humble, 
and ever obediqnt Servant, 


Lovepar. 
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or Eaxey , thou haſt here my retreations, if 
BB they have the luck ro be chives I have my 
rot ena; and we are both pleaſed: They had 
long ſtnce looked upon the light) if I had not 
the ſin to anſwer for , of truſtins a Book=- 
ſeller, or r atbey He of deceiving me; thou 
ſhalt pardon me for the how, leſt I take Pains to be laughed 
aty but [ think, ] (hall ſooner truft , (what his {gn repre 
fſents,) to thewind than him again. 

But to the __ thou wilt here find the Portal 4 
fair Building , with alittle Plat-form of the whele Fas 
brick ; here is Hiftory enameled with Filtion, and Truth 
dreſt like a May-Lady, who through the oay diſguiſe 
of her flowry ornaments, does often (how her own fim- 
plicity, If thou beeft an Hiſtorian, thou wilt trace his 
ingenious Pen throwgh Tacitus, Florus, Sueconius, and 
others that wrote Auguſtus life, and find with what 
thilfal method he hath culled ſuch flowers from each of 
their Gardens, as were fitteſt to beautifie his Garland, 
It was the ſame hand that wretethe much cryed up Caflans 
dray and the beſt judgements agree, if this were 
perſefled as happiiy as begun y it need not nield That 
any other precedency but of time, (in all things elſe might 
cy advantage; ) but I keep hee too -long at the 
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To bis deſerving Friend, Mr. Loveday, upon bis Tran. 
 lationof CLEOPATRA | 


come uſe to praiſe before they do peruſe, : 
And make a Common Hackny of their Muſe, 

T love my Friend, yer dol love to look, 

Before paſs my verdi# on his Book. 

"Tis meric win's Encomiaſtick Strains, 

While Sychophanes who proſtitute their brains, 

Profeſs a ſervile praQtick art of praiſe, | 

And crown weak Artifis with Apolly's Bayes. 

I would be loth my Genzv#s ſhould be ſuch, 

* This pure Elixer'd Grain will bide the rouch 

I dare maintain't z where Language, Method, Wir, 

Approve his Judgement that commendeth it. 

Nor 1s It greater glory to a State, 

T'invent & piece than aptly to Tranſlate 

Wherein my Friend has ſuch exa&neſs ſhown, 

His Native-4reſs has made the work his own: 

I am no Partialift ; it 15 a crime 

That ſuj:s with Timiſts, it 1s none of mine, 

It wasa Maxim from a Syh1ll's mouth, 

Who thwarts 1t, 1s Appoſtata to truth. 

© Where Nature grounds, and A»t improves encreaſe, 

« That only hand compleats Love's Maſter-prece. 


Nomen amor#s habens, fy amare Charadere cogens, 
Ingenni vatis nomen omenque tents. : 
Nomen amans, (y amantis opus fint pignord palmis 
Digna peregrins, ut rediere tut. 
Arboresmulti renovant Colon, 
Quo mags cultu redeant opimt 5 | 
Hoc agit Loved ay renovans Libell: 
Org jaceti. 
Cetw ut ſantti pariunt modeſtos, 
Ft nove veſtes faciunt venyſtos, 
Mille te dignum tennere teſtes 
Meſſe Labor yg, ——— 
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Upon this choycework, Love's Maſter-piece, 
expos*'d to light by Mr. Loveday. 


A Pearl 'mong gemms,fo 'mong the paſſions Love 
Excels, and in a higher Orb doth move. 
Her Siſters Faith and Hope attend ns here, 
While through the Elements our Courſe we ſteer ; 
Bur Love ſoars with the Soul beyond the Sky, 
As imp'd in Her to a]l Ereruity ; 
But what was here Fat! fancy that did burn 
Sometimes, anf Feex ſoon alter, there ſhall turn 
To an Angelick nature, everſfree 
From a!l ſach fits of Mutablliry. 
This Author doth this Paſſion ſo diſplay, 
And in ſuch high Ideas, that he may 
Stan1 robe Chairman, and fo fit above 
The choiceſt 2 afters inthe ſchool of Love 


J amfs Howe!. 


PEE "IE — 
— 


Thughts on this Tranſlation of Love's 
Maſter-piece. 


CRcck Helidiww with MeNifliow Style, 
Inth' Zthropick ſtory did compile 
Ideas, which might regularly move 
To Conjugal aff:Aton: and pure Love. 
Loveday, thy Gallick Authordotn advance 
Such with new 2rt and ſplentors to his France 
And thon ( whoſe vertuous knowledge did compile 
Them in beſt language of thy Native Ile) 
As He to modern France. Toou to old Greece, 
For us haſt fram'd of ityle the 3{after-picce. 


7 obn Chapperline, 


To my moſt eſteemed Friend, and 


dear Brother, Mr. Robert Loveday ,zvpor 


his happy Labours of Tranſlating 
CLEOPATR 4A. 


Ere yet alive the Cleopatra fair, 

Candace, Eliſe, or Grand Ceſar's Heir, 
With th'Herees of thoſe times, they'd all allow 
They ne're ſuch Luſtre did receive as now : 
Whar ever other Authors written have 
Had bury'd lay'nin dark Oblivion's Graye, 

Or been deprived of the greateſt Glory 
That alt 2cknowledge due to ſvch a Story ; 
But that thy Pen renew'd and 1np'r the Wings 
Totheir illuftrtors Fame. repeaung things 
In gquainter and conciſer Terms than they 
Inany oth*=r Language could diſplay. 
Spurn then act Env1's plors, cont<mn all chem 
That firove to reb the worl.' ci\uch a Gem ; 
Or pay th* Oppoſers thanks, f nce th'0thers pain 
 Servesas a Foyl to thy policer ſtrain, 


a] 


F. Wright 
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Tomy very much Honoured Friend , 


Mr. Robert Loveday.,z»o7 this his Matche 
lefl Vertion, Entituled Love's Maiter-piece. 


gr, there is nothing that offends Me fo 

(Next to my Sins) as theſe (your Lines)muſt go 
4.9 For a Tranſlation ; which noleſs exceed 
The French. than Fertile- Nile the Barren Tweed : 
Which (when the Delphich Sword of Him that Reigns 
Hath Conquer'd France, made the ſteep Mountains Plains, 
And laid both Diale#s in Common _) ſhall 
Be thought no Copy, bur th'Originall 
For where the Author only doth abound 
With Graceful Words, hereth'are with Fancy Crown'd : 
What he wrapt up in Clowds of Grofier Aire, 
Your LOFE difſtills in Phraſe polite and fair. | 
Where he Confounds us with an Irkfome Night, 
Your D A T Reviveth by his Gladſome Light - 
Chawcer and Gowr our Language bur Refin'd, 
You (SIR) true Chimiſt-like, have it Calein'd, 
Hew'd out the Barbarous Knots, and made It Aun 
AS Smooth as doth the Chariot of the Sun 3 
Whilſt French is but the Foy to I<t us lee 
The Luſter/of our Tongue's Preſperity. 
Y And this Choyce work more ficly ſtyled is : 

(Notonly LQY E'$,but) LOVE-DAT'S Maſter-picce, 


G. Wharton, 


Lib. 1. | r 
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Hymen's Preludia. 


O R 
Love's Maſter-Piece. 


The Firſt Book. 


ARGUMENT. 


Prince Tyridates reſcues Queen Candace from the 


| 
| 


Faws of Neptune, invites ber to bis Solitary reſi- 
dence, and there gives the relation of bis Life. His 
Extraciion, Education, and ſtrange eſcape from the 
inhumane Cruelty sf his Brother Phraates , after 
the murther of his Father and all his Brethren. The 
ſecret and open praGiices of his Brother's malice pur- 
ſue him through the Courts of Armenia, Media, and 
Bithynia,where be runs the hazard of his life by the 
Treachery of King Pharnaces. He flies into Judea,is 
received and treated hinourably by Herod : Relates 
his cruelties : Falls in love with Queen Mariamne, 
and Salome Herod's Siſter with him. Hecommands 
in the War againſt Malichus the Arabian,gives hine 
many brave defeats, and at laſt by total overthrow 
drives him out of Judea ; returning finds Hircanus 
murdered, and Mariamne impriſoned by Herod's 
command. He gains Sohemus to let bim viſit her, 


diſcovers his affedtion which ſhe vertuouſly rejefs, 
; B _  Herod's 


2 Fymen s Preludia. Part. I. 


- Herods proſperous return from his Rhodian Voyage 
to Augaltus. He inlarges Mariamne, Salome ar- 
tifically inſinuares ber love to Tyridates, but is cj- 
villy refus'd, which balf converts jt into fight. Ty- 
ridates often renews his reſearch of Mariamne , 
ans is as oft confnted and repulſed by her wiſdom and 
vertue, which refines bis affection. 


QY HE Shades of Night had not yet 
given place tothe firſt bluſhes of the 


was capable of reſenting ? And yer, he fancy*d fo 
much glory in thoſe ſufferings,that(cruelly as they 
us'd him) he could neither hate nor defire the end 
of a miſery, to which he had confecrated the reſt of 
his deplorable life. He had given ſome moments ” 
£6 theſe ſad conſiderations, when lifting his eyes 
from the Earth,where they had long been fix*d,and , 
ſending a look towards the Sea, they were in-_ 
countred with an obje& capable to arreſt them. 
It was a great Fire,which raiſing it ſelf from the. 
waves,ſfeem'd to climb'd Heaven,with no other de- 


fign, than to ſeek a Refuge in its proper way 3 
rom: 
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from the Fnemies it fled. the flames in ſome places 
( mix'd with thick ſmoak ) rowl'd themſelves in 
great flaſhes towards the Stars , and ſhot their 
ſparks upwards ſo fiercely,that they ſeem*dgo con- 
reſt for {plendour with thoſe lights, wherewith the 
Firmament was then imbroider*d.Tyridates judg'd, 
with much likely hood,that the flames could not riſe 
from the Ocean's boſom, unleſs ſuſtain'd in ſome 
burning veſſel, which made his generous and com- 
paſſionate inclination deplore their miſhap that 
were involv'd in that combuſtion ( and wanting 
power to give other ſuccours) he ſent the aſſiſtance 
of fome Vows to Heaven for their deliverance. 

Ah ! devouring flames ! cry'd he, you yet uti you 
pert with leſs pewer and cruelty than mine : if you be 
mot ſuddenly quench'd , the materials will ſoon fail 
that feed your fury : but my fire finds in my Soul an 
eterna! wouriſhment, no bope of relief from a contrary 
Element, nor end of ſuch @ ſubſtance as may ever 
burn without conſuming. With theſe words were 
mingled many fighs, that roſe in throngs from his 
breſt;and in the mean time beholding the Fire with 
a ſerious eye,h2 ſpr'd it grow'd pale at the dayes ar- 
rival, which ſoon after Flrob'd the Sea and Earth 
of all their Sables,8& thus his fight was no ſooner ſer 
at liberty,bur ſurpriz'd again by a ſecond ſpeQacle, 
which touch'd him more feelingly than che firſt, 
He ſpy*'d ſome perſons, that had indeedeſcap'd the 
Fire,and were now diſputing for life with the liquid 
Element,and ſtriving with all their ſtrength to gain 
the ſhoar, which they ſaw already neer them. This 
little number was compos'd of two Women, who 
ty'd themſelves with faſt imbraces to a Plank that 

B 2 ſuſtained 
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ſuſtain'd them, and a man, that (ſwam behind, and 
with all his power puſh'd it cowards the ſhoar, asif 
he had only tender'd his own life to 1mploy it in the 
preſervation of theirs : yet he was grown fo weary, 
as the hope of making good his aſſiſtance began ro 
languiſh;for, though the diſtance between the Ship 
and Shoar was not ſo great, but a man. might ſwim 
itinacalm , yet the pains he had taken in thruſt- 
ing forward the Ladies Plank,added to what them- 
ſelves had ſuffered by the waters coldneſs,the tofling 
of the billows, (a toyl roo rude to agree with their 
delicacy} had render'd them ſo feeble, as all their 
force was left, was not able co reach the Shoar.Oh ! 
What beauties were there expos'd to Thetis mercy, 
how proud the Waves were grown of the priviledge 
they had gotten to Court andkifle one of the faireſt 
Bodies that ever Nature fram'd ! & (to render their 
Courtſhip leſſe dangerous ) they ſeem'*d ro lay by a 
part of their ordinary fury , yet retain'd enough 
to make their imbraces fatal , if the Gods had not 
ſent relief, 

Tyridates well diſcerning what kind of pity the 
obj: & crav'd, ftaid not to weigh his reſolution, bur, 
(ſpurr'd by that generous diſpoſition, that tatighr 
him freely to expoſe his life for the ſafety of the mi- 
ſerable,)(clad as he was) he threw himſelf into the 
Sea,being only-cover*d with a thin light habit,that 
could not hinder his defign, and ſwimming with a 
mighty force,he had ſoon reached them,juſtas they 
were reduc'dto the extreameſt need of ſuccour,and 
bidding the man imploy the ſtrengrh was left him 
for his proper ſafety, he tender*d the ſame ſervice 
to the women(which till then they had receiv'd of 

| him) 


| 
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Lib. 1. Or, Love's Maſter-piece. "4 
him ) with ſuch ſuccefſe , and drave their Plank fo 
ſtrongly forward,as in a (hort time they approach'd.. 
neer enough the Shoar to tinde a bottom, and ſtay 
their ſelves upon their feet;then,leiſurely removing 
their weari'd bodies, and propping each with an 
Arme, he led them gently to the Shoar , whither 
preſencly after came their Man,juſt as Tyridates was 
preparing to repeat the danger in his tehbalt. 

The Principal of theſe Ladies reſembled / enus 
newly ſprung from Thetis womb,or ſomthing more 
fair, if poſlible; and though T yridates was prepol» 
ſefled by one of the worlds rareit Beauties, yer he 
could not behold hers without aſtoniſhment , and 
ſome inclivacion to Idolatry;he-had doubcleſ(s takeu 
her for ſome Sea-Goddeſs, if he had nor ſeen the 
Waves uſe her too rudely to be her Subjects : and 
he would have believ'd her a Celcitial Dezty, if the 
extremity , wherein he beheld her ſome moments 
betore,had not perſwaded him chat helent his Suc- 
cours to a morcal beauty : indeed her Complexion 
had not ſo pure and delicate a white as the world 
could ſhew,though it much ſurpaſs'd common beau- 
ries, bur in revenge of this, her eyes (to whole black- 
nefſe, nothing but her hair was comparable ) ſhor 
ſuch penetrating rayes, all the Features of her Face 
form'd to (o rare a proportion,her neck (then half 
uncover*d) ſo well ſeconded the charms of her Vi- 
ſage, and her ſhape (much over-topping the Com- 
mon Stature of women _) accompanied with a Ge- 
fture ſo graceful and Majeſtick, every part ne-Iping 
to make the compoſure admirable;that no eye could 
view ic,and not carry War to the heart,and give th= 
Soul a hot Alarm of extraordinary motion, 

B 3 Tyridat:s 
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Tyridates had not then the leiſure fingly to con- 
ſider all thofe marvels, and ſhe that pofſeſs'd them 
had no ſooner gain'd the Shoar, but ſhe let her ſelf 
fall upon the ſand,too much oppreſt with wearineſs 
to Cuſlain It, or command force enough to pay her 
thanks,oralmoſt one fingle regard to her r= Anna 
her Woman had the ſame title ro repoſe, and was 
likewiſe fallen at her Ladies feet , but the man 
(though he had undergone exceſſive toy! ) had too 
ſtout a Conſtitution to fink under what he had ſuf- 
fer*d, or loſe the memory and power to render a fit 
acknowledgment to his live's preſerver ; at whoſe 
Feet, he threw himſelf, and 1mbracing his Knees 
with much affeftion, What ever you are, ſaid he, I 
would ſpeak, the reſentments I ought to have for the life 
T owe you, if they were fit to be mentioned with what you 
have done for anther : But, Sir, the whole world s my 
fellow Debtor to your Generoſity, for the ſafety of one 
of its moſt conſiderable perſons, 

7yridetes(helping him up,and invicing him to (tt 
a while, and indeavour to diſmiſs the wearineſs his 
travel had contrafted ) told him, Thet be would 
hold that for the happieſt day the angry Gods had ever 
ſent him, if be had done any thing in relation to his, or 
that perſons preſervation, upon whoſe precious life he 
bad ſet ſo rich a value, To thefe they had both added 
{ome other expreſlions of Civility,when the beauce- 
ous Ledy(cime having reſtored part ofher Spirits) 
roſe from the ſeat her feeblenets had choſen, and 
caſting her eys round , ſtaid them upon Tyridates, 
whom ſhe knew had preſerv*d her.His face was none 
of thoſe that might be ſeen without ſurpriſal, for the 
Worldhad very few that could ſhew more ſigns of 


an 
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Lib. 1. Or, Love's Maſter-piece. Pi 
an Illuſtrious birch : ſuch a pleating Manly ſweet- 
neſs was ſtamp'd inall his Features, that the fair 
Unknown , found enough in his Noble looks to | 
claim reſpe&, and judging him worthy of her Civi- 
licy , ſhe accoſted him with a geſture repleat wich 

Grace and Majeſty. | 
IT owe you my life, ſaid ſhe, 9ut am not troubled to 
be reduable to « man that carries in his face ſ3 many 
marks of a Birth and Vertue ſublime and Illyſtrjous. 
Tyridates, who (by the Beams of that admirable 
Beauty, & the Stranger's advantagious Charader, 
had already underſtood what was due to her, role 
from his Scat , and recurned her theſe words with 
much ſubmiſſion, Madam, you hoxn:ur me with a 
high opinion borrowed from errove:ns Conjeciures z yet 
"tis true, my extraction i none of the meaneſt ; but,with 
much regret, I conleſs, I owe that to the glory of my 
Anceſtors, which I deſpair to make good by my proper 
vertue, The fair Unknown had certainly indeavour?d 
ro confute Tyridates modelty,if he had not oppos*d 
it by repreſencing the inconvenience ſhe ſuffer*d in 
her wet habits, andthe hazard her health might 
runzif ſhe remain'd itil] in that Condition ; to re- 
medy which, Madam,faid he, I ambere « /tranger as 
well as you, and the rather ſo, becauſe the miſeries of my 
life have enjcyned me to fly all ſorts of Society ; they 
are thoſe which will not ſuffer me to offer a retreat ' 
worthy of you, which at ſome ther time, and in another 
Country I might poſſibly Command; I have only 
here a little Houſe ſome five or fix hundred Paces 
hence, ſeated in the moſt Savage and Solitary place I 
could chooſe, there are ſome Chambers Commodio:s 6 
nugh, and Beds in them, where you may repoſe your 
4 ſelves 


| 
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ſelves till your Clbaths be dry, Tour entertainment 
will not be ſs ſplendid as th e City may afford, but you 
ſhall have leſs noyſe and trouble, where you ſhall ſee no 
Perſon that will not be diſpos'd to ſerve-you. Your of- 
fers are full of Nobleneſſe , repli'd the fair Stranger) 
but before I accept them, if you pleaſe, I would gladly 
learn what City this is , and 'in what Conntrey we 
now are. Tou do mow behold, ſaid Tyridates, the 
Walls of proud Alexandria , the Metropolis of the 
great Kingdome of Egypt , made Illuſtrious both by 
her Founder , and the ſucceſſive reſidence of ſo many 
mighty Kings , but it ſeems at preſent ſhe ſadly ſuf- 
fers the change of ber Condition ; for, having been the 
royal ſeat of the Ptolome's, Anthony's, 8& Cleopa- 
tra's, ſhe is now reduc'd ( not without the reluctance 
of ſome diſdain ) to be the Manſion, and bow to the 
command of a Governor. While Tyridates utter'd this, 
the Man , which was ſav'd from the wrack, began 
to renew his acquaintance with che Shoar & Walls 
of Alexandria, & beheld them with aſtoniſhment 3 
from thence turning his Eyes upon the Stranger's 
Face, he-perceiv'd her change colour, and under- 
ſtanding ſome Sighs, which the words of Tyridates 
had forc'd from her breſt, but ſtriving to recover 
her temper , ſhe intreated Tyridates to inftraf her 
further. It is Cornelius Gallus,faid he,that now com- 
mands Alexandria, nogether with a!l Egypt , for the 
'Emperour Auguſtus , who gave bim this Government 
after the deplorable death of the unfortunate Antony, 
and the great Queen Cleopatra , who, in this unhappy 
City, ( about nine years ſince ) loft both life and Empire, 
but ſure you muſt know this Story, for it is not likely 
' the Earth hath any part , which the fame of that fatall 
« quarrel 


Lib. 1. Or, Love's Maſter-piece. 9 
quarrel ( that decided the Worlds command ) has not 
viſited. I bave heard of it, replyed the Stranger with 
a faint voice; but by the Diſcourſe you bave made me, 
F ſee my ſ-If reduc'd to make uſe of your bounty , and 
accept of the retreat which you proffer. Let us go then, 
ſaid ſhe, ( offering him hey hand ) when you pleaſe, 
and the dangers I bave newly ſcap'd among Treacherous 
Men , cann't hurt the Confidence my opinion bath of 
your Verrue, . At' theſe words ſhe began to ſer for- 
ward , and on either fide ſtaying her Arm on him, 
and the Man that was preſerv'd with her,-ſhe over- 
came that ſhort way , not withour'much trouble, 
caus'd by her former wearineſs, together with the 
c.ldne(s and weight of her wet Apparel. 

The Houſe whether Tyridates conduded her, and 
where he then made his own abode , was ſeated a- 
mong divers points of a Rock,, which over-look*d 
one fide of it; on that quarter where the High-wa 
lay , ie was conceal'd from the Eye, by a Wood 
mingled with Rocks: but on that fide which regard- 
ed the Sea,they might have a full free view from the 
windows, as far as the ſight wonld reach. The fair 
Lady,with her retinue, was no ſooner arriv*d there, 
but Tyridates ( having given Command to ſome 
Servants, ſpeedily to make a well-furniſh'd Cham- 
ber fit to receive them ) led them thither, and 
there reſpeWively cook his leave, that they might ' 
freely enjoy the privacy of laying off their wer 
robes : they went to bed, the Miſtreſs commanding 
her Servant to lie with her, being a priviledge ſhe 
had often granted her in their former Travails : 
Tyridates chang'd Cloaths, and ſent a Servant with 
2 dry Suit tothe Stranger,whoſe countenance =_ 
: im 
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him a good Charader, and ſpake his age about Fif- 
ty years. 

After they had all beſtow'd ſome hours upon re- 
pole , Dinner was ſerv'd up to the Ladies in their 
Bed, and Tyri4ates having din'd in another Cham- 
ber with his unknown gueſt, defir*d him to ack the 
Ladies at what hour he might viſit them, & not be 
1mportunate: the fair Stranger having ſent heran- 
{wer,thar ſhe was ready to receive him, he enter*d 
the Chamber, where ſhe treated him with much 
Civility; the was then ſowell recover” 4,that all the 
Beauty, which pain and fear had pur to flight, was 
come back again toits uſual luſtre : which Tyrida- 
tes took (ome time to admire; for,though his hearc 
was Captive to another, yet it could nct hinder 
him from giving her the Palm from all that ever his 
eye acknowledged fair : The Lady had no leſs Sa- 
t:5faGion from his brave looks, and this mutual e- 
ſteem gave to each an almoſt equal defire of a fur- 
ther diſcovery : The Reſpe& which the Lady's face 
had imprinted in Tyridates,would not ſuffer him to 
own his Curzofity : but ſhe was ſo hardy to profeſs 
hers; and after ſhe had invited him toa Seat near 
herBed, and beheld him with a more pleaſing A- 
ſpe& , than the had yet expreſt; I ſhould be very in- 
grateful, ſaid ſhe, if I had any deſign to bide my con- 
dition from a perſou to whom I am indebted for my life; 
& though there be many reaſons weighty enough, to diſ- 
[wade the diſcovery of my Name, Birth,and Fortunes,in 
a Country that has deſerv'd to be ſuſpefied; yet I ſhould 
eaſily conſent to truſt the ſecret of my life to the remem- 
brance of wbat I ewe you,and the opinion IT have of yeur 
vertue,if my deſire to know you better did not want ſome 
| | | ſatisfaGtion ; 
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ſatisfatiion : pardon this Curioſity to my ſex and appre- 
benſion, and think, it not ftrange, that T am willing to 
underſtand his Name and Condition,yhoſe face and be. 
haviour have already ſpake ſs much to bis advantage : 
if yeu do not find cavſe t» ſuſpe& me , deny not my 

efire, and in exchange 1 ſhall give you the relation of 
divers paſſages, which, with the confidence I repoſe in 
you, may be judged important. 

Tyridates cook ſome moments to reply to theſe 
words, but a while after (lifcing his eys from the 
earth, and fixing them upon the face of his fair 
Gueſt ) you deſire that of me, ſaid he, which can never 
be paid for, with a leſs price than what you offer, and 1 
ſhould be hard!'y drawn to reveal the ſecret of my life to 
any that could challenge leſs reſpe@ and obedience than 
your ſelf ; it were frivolous to Conceal , that to the Con 
feſſion of my name, is faſten'd the manifeſt danger of my 
life, for that is fallen to ſo low a value in my cenſidera- 
1101, that it cannit oblige me to hide it from you : but if 
T give this relation faithfully, I muſt diſcloſe things 
which were never yet declar'd to any,& which I was re- 
ſolved to Continue ſecret, ſo lung as my breit Could bold 
them yet I ſhall forget all theſe conſiderations, &(arm'd 
with the hope of your promis'd exchange) try to ſubdue 
all the difficulties that with#and my obedience. 

Inſtead of rebating,theſe words inflamed the La- 
dy's delire, yet ſhe reſerv'd ſo much diſcretion to 


-rell him, that ſhe ſhould be ſorry to importune the 


recital of ſo weighty a ſecret: but Tyridates reply'*d, 
he had already clear'dall the obſtacles that refaſted 
his inclination to obey her, and (having kept li- 
lence ſome moments to prepare attention) he be- 
gan his Story in this manner, 

The 
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The Hiſtory of Tyridates, 


He Diſcourſe I am now to begin, 1s nought elſe 
bitt-a Webb of miſeries, interwoven with a few 
memorable Everts;it would affli& your Patience if [ 
did not reſolve to abridge it,and ({lightly rouching 
che reſt) only enlarge my (elt upon thoſe adventures 
that are mott important. 

My name is Tyri4ates,F am of the 1!uſtrious blood 
of the Arſacides, Son of Orodes King of the Parthi- 
ans , ( under whom the Reman power receiv'd (o 
great a Shock by the loſſe of Craſſus, and.his Army ) 
and brotherto the cruel Phraates, who now poſſe(- 
ſeth that great Empire, which our Axceſtors have 
commanded , ſincethe grand Arſaces founded that 
proud Monarchy , of whom we are deſcended from 
Father to Son, in a dire& maſculine line. 

Ar the knowledg of Tyridates his quality,his fair 
Gueſt regarded him with a more reſpeC&tful eye, and 
(interrupting the beginning of his Diſcourſe) took 
wy Conjetnre, ſaid the , from many Signes IT obſerv”d, 
that your Birth was not common , and am well pleas d 
10 fiide my opinion not exroneous ;-and leſt you ſhould 
believe ber a mean Perſon that hath engag'd ſo great a 
Prince to this long narration, I ſhall let you know ( be- 
fore I give a more ample relation of my life ) that I was 
born & Princeſſe, and am lawfull Queen to one of the 
oſt puiſſant , and rich Empires of the world. Ar 
theſe words, Tyridates roſe from his Chair,and ma- 
king an obeyſance as low as the verge of her Robe, 
demanded pardon for the faults his Ignorance 
had committed ; the fair Duege made him the ſame 
EXCulſ cs 
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. defeated Saxa,and ({wel'd with their Iacky 
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excuſes , and when they had allow*'d ſome time'to 
this Diſcourſe, Tyridates being return*d ( by the 
Queens intreaty) to his Seat,thus purſu'd his Story. 

[ was born under an unfortunate Planet, and 
thoſe which conſnlted the Stars ar my Nativity,did 
all finde me menaced by moſt malicious Influences, 
eſpecially the Mathematician Trafillus, who (before 


* his Youth had done Blooming ) had acquir'd a 
great reputation in that Sczence, & does at this day 


paſſe for one of the worlds living wonders ; he ſaw 
me in Armenia, which I vifited in one of my unfor- 
tunate voyages, after he had perus'd fome lines in 
my Hand and Face, and been inform'd of the Day 
and Hour of my Birth , he foretold my M;ſeries 
ſhould not end but with my Life,that neither ſhould 
long continue , that I was threatned by a Death 
which ſhould be neither Violent nor Natural! , but 
participating ſomrthing'gf both. In my firſt Childhood 
I was nouriſh'd in the King my Fathers Court, with 
a great number 'of' Brothers , of which I was the 
youngeſt, Pacorus & Phraates being 16 or 18 years 
elderthan I. I was not$ years old , when my bro- 
thers the Prince Pacorus & Labienns broke into the 
Territories of Afia, 'that obeyed the Rowan people, 
faccels) 
ravaged Cilicja,with a part of Syria, it may be you 
have heard.of the great progreſs they made in fo 
ſhore a time: But the end was much different, for the 
following year, they were defeated and unluckily 
ſlain by the Roman Army , Commanded by Venti= 
dins, Lieutenant to Antonius, 
After the death of Pacerus, the Prince Phraates 
my Brother,not much ſhort of his age, being already 
Marryed 
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Marryed, ſucceeded.to the Helm of che Parthian af- 
fairs, forthe King our Father , beginning to too 
under his years,defir'd the Comforts ofa Calm age, 
and to be releas'd of the troubles which his Touth 
had ſuſtain'd, Ac my tenth year, the King ſent me 
toa little City upon our Frontier, where uſually the 
Parthian Royal Infants were educated,and there the 
Prince Pacorus had learn'd part of his Exerciſes; I 
cook ſome pains at mine, with a ſucceſs fruitful e- 
nough to content my Tutors ; and after I had there 
ar; ang about four years time,and began tothink 
of being call'd home to tay Fathers Court, I under- 
ſtood it had been lacely dy*d with Bl/oud, and that 
Bloud Royal, newly drawn from my poor murder'd 
Brothers ; this Ad hath been too well known to all 
the Yorld for the Hoxonr of Arſacides, whoſe name 
to all ages,will ftand blotred with eternal Obtoquy: 
- the cruel and ambitious Phraztes (unworthy of the 
Race & Memory of Arſaces) deſirous to make ſure of 
that Autbority, which he fear'd bis Brothers might 
one day find means to diſturb, cauſed them to be 
Barbarouſly Slain ; and the aged King our Fa- 
ther, for making his grief appear in his juſt com- 
roms , and declaiming againſt his deteftable In- 
humanity, iu ſome terms that diſpleas*d, provoked 
him to compleat the Horrour of this age, andthe 
Infamy of Royal Dignity, by the addition of Parri- 
cide,thus puniſhing no other crime in his murder*d 
Fair , than the giving life to the Cut-tbroat of 
him and all his Of-fring. / 

I had ſhar'd the ſame fate with my Bretbrex,if he 
that was diſpatch'd with the Bloudy Commiſſion to 
the City where I was, had not been touch'd _—_ the 

enc 
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 ſenceof vertue, and a reſpef due to the ExtracGiion 
of Kings, Inſtead of execurmg Phraates command, he 
| fav'd me from his Cruelty; and having inform'd me 
in few words of my Brother's deplorable Murther, 
(for that of the King my Fath:r was not yet pers» 
petrated)with the charge he had given him;bur Ar- 
ſanzs, ſaid he,will ſooner chooſe a thouſand ways ts pe- 
riſh, than Conſeat to dip bis hands in bis Maſters Blood; 
let us ſave our ſelves, Young Prince, and evade the 
dire deſign of that ſavage Monſter that would deſtroy 
us,l intirely reftign'd my ſelf up to his condut,(and 
being followed by my Governour, with five or fix 
Servants that were willing torun. my Fortune) I got 
to Horſe 3 and, though I had ſcarce attained ro 14. 
' years, I expos'd my felfcothe hardfhip of a pam- 
- ful Fourney, uncertain to (avea life, which I never 
yet could own with comfort. 
Thus I firft grew miſerable, and began at an 
i early agEto inure my lelf ro Baniſhment, and thus 
I have almoſt worn out twelve years, in all which 
j- time T have learn'd co hope no better, than to finiſh 
my diſgrace and my 4ays together. 
Arſanes firſt condutted me to:the Court of Ar- 
| menia, where the King (keeping no very friendly 
correſpondence with Phraates, and not willing in his 
behalf, to violate the right of Nations )recerved me 
into his prote&ion., In that Court Linjoyed ſome 
Tranquility. Befides what the King allowed me, 4r- 
ſanes bad brought a quantity of Fewels,valucd at a» 
bout a thouſand Talents, which the-King my Father 
(to whom he diſclos'd the deſigns he had toſave 
me) had given him at his departure: but Fortune 
j ſoon ſhew'd how much my repoſe diſpleaſed ny 
the 
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the Calamities that befel the good King that had gi- 
ven meſhelcer, who moſt unfortunately fell with all 
his Family into the hands of Antony, his Exemy, and 
was led bound to:the Queen Cleopatra, who ſome 
cime after wick 'nioſt barbacous Tbwmaenity cauſed 
his head to be ſtruck off, This-Diſaſter, which doubt- 
leſs you have heard; (being important enough to 
ſpread the whole carth”) ſent me* ro:ſeek 'anorher 
Sanfinary , which Arſanes would needs have tobe 
the Court of Media, betwixt whoſe King, and the 
King Oredes there was ſome alliance; there I found 
the retreat defired , and ftaid two or three years. 
In that time there happened the ruine of Antony 8& 
Cleopatra, the eſtabliſhment of Auguſtus Ceſar in the 
Roman Empire, and many other Revolutions , in 
which the whole World was concerned. 
The cruel Phraates often ſent to demand me of 
the Median King, but could never diſpoſe him to 
nt me into his hands;yet after he had made many 
Hicurkons ypon his Territories, he art laſt obtain'd 
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his promiſe to-prote& me no longer. At Praeſpa,the | 
Capital City of Media, I receiv*d his Orders to re- 
tire , colour'd with divers excuſive reafons, which, j « 
laid the blame upon Neceſſity., From thence Iwenc | 
into Bithynia, where I was receiv'd by the old King f g 
Pharnaces, who for two years time treated me with | 
Humanity enough : but at laſt che baſeneſs of his | al 
nature ſhew*d itſelf: And indeed, what faith could W; 
Thope from/a diſloyal wreech , that, in favour of Þ& va 
the Romans, had betray'd his own Father, the great ? 
 Mitbridates,” & inhumanely conſtrain'd him rather 7 on 
to'give himſelf Death by his own hands, than fall {Pr 
iro his, This perfidious man , fuffering himſelf ' H;; 
+. to 
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he gain'd by Phraates promiſes , ( who ſpightfully 
arſu'd my unhappy wandring life with an inflexi- 
| ble cruelty Jat laſt promis*deither to poyſon me, or 
deliver me up. Theſe praftices were not carried ſo 
ſecretly, but Arſaxes began to ſcent them; and de« 
eeſting ſuch barbarous infidelity, after he had given 
me notice, we made ufe of the night to ſave our . 
ſelves, and got out of the confines of his Kingdom, 
with our bett diligence. 

After this,we long wandred from placeto place, 
till at laſt, we ar.iv*'d 1 Fudea, which then grean'd 
under the Scepter of Herod who was formerly ſup- 

4 ported by Antony, and is now favour*d by Auguſtus. 

/ And thus I have paſſed my diſaſtrous Tourb, wan- 
dring from Province to Province, and begging ſhel- 
ter from Court to Court,forthis wretched life, which 
was never worth the pains I took to preſerve it. 

I have hicherto Epitomiz'd the recital of my 
Voyages, which had I drawn at large, muſt needs 
have tir'd your Attention; but now my Diſcourſe 
muſt take a larger ſcope to relate the Accidents be- 
fel me in Fudea, fince they are the Authors which 
i } compos'd my preſent condition. I had plenty of rea- 
ſonsto ſeek a Sanduary with Herod; for,he was the 

greateſt enemy Phraates had,% bad indeed receiv'd 
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i. * ſuch ſenſible affremts from that Parifide, which were 
s |} all freſh in his memory, that he ſought all ſorts of 
4 | waysto breath his Revenge. A little before my arri- 
f | valathis Court,Phreetes had not only ſupported his 
t 17 Enemy Antigenus,8& lent him force to make war up- 


x 2} on him,but had invaded his Dominiens, ſpoil'd his 
\ | Provinces that were contiguous to Parthiz, & took 
if © Hircanys and Phaſolus Priſoners,the latter of which 
0 | * GC C rather 


18 FHymen's Preludid. Part. T. 


( rather than remain in that Tyrants power ) choſe 
ro beat out his own brains againſt a Keck, Befides 


cheſe,he had done him other injuries, which though 


Herod (being then perplext with other affairs ) had 
lictle powerto repay,yert he laid them up in his me» 
mory with a reſentment ſo violent,as he would wil- 
lingly have given a large part of his Dominion for an 
Occation to requite his miſchiefs, Of this he gave a 
clear proofin the reception he made me,which was 
imputed by thofe that underftood his humours, ra- 
ther tothe reaſons I have given, than any natural 
inclination to goodneſs. 

Indeed he did heap extraordinary favours upon 
me,allow*d me large pexſions for ſubfſtance;and not 
only promis*'d me proteRion from my Brother, but 
Forces to make War upon him, and take vengeance 
for his cruell perſecutions. I received theſe offers 
with a becoming acknowledgement: the whole Court 
( by his command) treating me with much reſpeg, 
and thus I began to live with tranquility enough. I 
ſay,I began. Bur alas!The repoſe was nor long-liv'd, 
for if my Body injoy'd a peaceable Retreat,my Soul 


7 ht 


was incounter'd with a cruel arr, or rather fe]l * 


ito the hardeſt Captzvity that ever Soul reſented. 
Ah! how much better had it been, that I had aban» 
don'd my felf a willing prey to Phbraares greedy cru- 


elty,than expos'd my heart to ſuch rending torments | 


as have fince coſt it ſo many Groans ! how juſtly 


might I ſay , to avoid the leaft of evils, at leaſt the ? 


ſhorteſt liv'd, I have thrown my ſelf headlong upon 


the greateſt of all.calamities; and I would lay the - 


bitrereſt, ifthe glory to ſuffer ſo did not poiſe the 
miſery. In fine, Tyridates was doom'd to dye by a 
| brighter 
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brighter Weapon than any Phraztes had, and recei- 
ving the Youxd that condufts him to his Tomb, he 
cook it with a reſpe ſo profound,as judged it a Sir 
ro MUrMur. 

Herod had eſpous'd the Princeſi Mariamne,ſprung 
from the glorious Bloxd of the Aſmoneans and Mac» 
chabees, Granchild to the two Kings , Hircanus 
and Ariftobulus ; indeed a Cien truly worthy of fo 
Huſtrious a Stock, from which Herod following 


 Antipater's = » by the help of the Romans, had 


uſurp'd the Judean Crown, 'Tis poflible you have 
heard what ways he took to arrive at that beight, 
how his Father Antipater (after he had divided the 
two Brothers, Hircanus and Ariſtobulus ) at laſt 
made uſe of the Roman Power to ruine both; and 
whilſt Ariftobulus Sighed in his Chains at Rome,after 
he had ſerv'd for an Ornament to Pompei's Triumph, 
he took advantage of Hircanus weakneſs to invade 
the Sovereign Authority, and make way for his Son 
Hered, after the deſtruftion of all the lawful Heirs, 
to mount th Throne : He had then newly made an 
end of the miſerable reliques of that Family, Mex- 
anger, the-eldeft Son of Ariſftobulw, being eſcaped 
out of Priſon at Rome, and having got ſome forces 


| together, was unluckily ſurpriz'd and flain by his 


Enemies, and the unfortunate Antigonus, his Bro- 
ther (the ſame that fled for refuge to Phraates, and' 
the laſt King of the Aſmonear race) being fallen in- 
ro their hands, had his Head cut off by the barba« 
rous command of Artery , who (being Herod's 
friend) believed he could nor otherwiſe affure him 
the Crown. | 
Though Mariamze had a juſt reſentment againſt 
C 2 this 
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this cut-throat of her Family, yet ſhe was forced to 
marry him in obedience to the Princeſi Alexandra, 
her Mother, and old Hircanus her Grandfather, who 
being eſcap'd out of Parthia, where he was Priſoner 
with Phaſchus, liv'd at Feruſalew in the condition of 
a private man, and in that womanith ſoftne(s,-that 
made him tamely fic down with the loſs of a Crown 
both from him and his; & thus the old man's weak- 
neſt, and the woman's ambition iacrific'd her to their 
Txtereſts: But they could never bow her foul to love 
that Husband,whoſe difpropotion of manners,and in- 
equality of Birth, with the bloudy outrages he had 
committed in butchering her Kindred,and the uſur- 

ation of a Crown,which im right belong'd tro young 


Ariſtobnlus her Brother , indnc'd herto regard him 


with Averſion 'and Diſdain : Yet ſhe had liv'd in a 
moſt admirable moderation with him, and with an 
exceſi of vertie Mnone violence upon her zxclinati- 
ons;by induring him, whom Heaven and her Parepts 
hadgiven her fora Husband,: till by one horrid aft 
of cruelty,he defac'd all that a fofc'd obedience had 
Charafered; it was the death of the Prince Ariſto- 
bulws, Brother to this fair Dueen, whoſe vertue and 
excellent qualities contriv'd his deſtruton ; for He- 
rod (the ſubtileſt of men) growing Jealous of the 
peoples inclination to this amiable youth, that-was 


- 


-now: 18 years of age,caus'd'him to be cruelly ftran- 


oledinaBath. There was never beheld a more good- 


"ly &accompliſh'd thing than this young Prince. No 


wonder thenif his-Siſtcr expreſt her reſentments in 
a ſharper tone for ſo dear a lofs. yer Herod clear'd 
kimſclfofir before A#tony, but in ſuch a manner, 
as all the World fill thought him guilty,and A4lex- 
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andrea with her Daughter beheld-him as the poor 
Princes Hangman, © | 

The Court and Family of Herod were in this Con- 
dition when [ came thither, and I ſoon knew all the 
reaſons Why the fatr Dueen deteſted hertavage Huſ- 
band ; is was then my eys loſt me all my repoſe, by 
lifting themſelves to thar Divine Princeſs. 

The beauty of Mariamne was not (like common 
ones) to be {cen without a dangerous wonder; the 
eye of man never ſaw aty thing more perfeQ, and 
till this day I believ'd none but young Cleopatra 
capable of compariſon; he that was ſent by Antonyto 
make diſcovery of the Worlds choiceft Beauties, 
publiſh'd her a piece that ſurpals'd humanity,and(fo 
ſpeak my opinion freely )Madem, your ſelf except- 


ed and that young Princeſs (Daughter to the great 


and unfortunate Cleopatra) I think the world can- 
not ſhew another that may equal her. 

Theſe words charg'd the Queens Modeſty with a 
bluſh, and(interrupting Tyridates) I have not vanity 
exough, (aid ſhe,to believe that what you call my beauty 
can Challenge au equality with the Ducen Mari- 
amne's; I am better acquainted with her Face than 
you imagine, for we bave often view'd at our Courc 
the Pourtrait both of ber , and her Brother , the 
Prince Ariſtobulus , and indeed acknowledged them 
for the exatleft Pieces that ever tbe hand of Nature 
drew. It is true, reply'd Tyridates, the Princeſs Al- 
mandra ,: raviſh'd as well #s others with the Beauties 
of - her children, had caus'd their Piftures to be 
drawn', and ſent to divers partÞ® of the World : 
but , Madam, had it been in the power of Art to 
repreſent ber Soul as well as her Body, your eys bad yet 
C3 been 
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been entertain'd with better wonders : all that Report 
ever ſpake of the moſt ſublime and refined vertue, will 
ſerve to expreſs but an imperfe& Ray of Mariamne's 
worth, and in thoſe great aud frequent occafiags. that 
call'd ber 10 the trial, ſhe gave proofs of it, that could 
not be ſeen and not admir'd , Her Conſtancy ſhin'd in 
her Aflidzons, her patience in the perſecution 
which ſhe ſuffer'd df the leſt repining, & that 
prodigious force of Spirit taught her to indure a 
Husband, whom ſhe had ſo much reaſon to hate, & 
one focontrary toall her inclinations, fix'd herlike 
an unſhaken Rock, beat -off all the Batteries of her 
Malignant fortune, and took all thoſe outrages in 
(which another Spirit would have found out reaſon 
for revenge) with a tewper that never ſo much as 
bow'dit ſelf to the leaſt thought, that might unbe+ 
ſeem the Grandeur of het Courage. | 

And fince Mariamne was thus, was it poſſible for 
' Tyridates not to love her, havinga heart ſuſceptible 
of Love's Impreſſiou,and a Soul capable to compre- 
hend the Divine qualities of Mariamng ? was it poſ- 
fible ro defend it ſelf by the Conſideration of vertue 
from ſuch a puifſance, when vertue her ſelf came & 
help'd to give the paſſion Birth ? Nor did it everin- 
ſpire me with a thought that might juſtly offend her, 
Ilov'd Meriamne, with no intent to improve my 
hopes, by the abuſe of her vertue, but becauſe Love 
had no ſtronger Arms than what that lent him, to 
make himſelf Maſter of my Soul ; and I lav'd Ma- 
riamne, becauſe it was impoſſible taſee,toknowgand 
not to love her :Yet I indeavour'd to put my heart 
im a poſture of Reſitaxce, ana to the birth of my af- 
feftion often oppos'd all the difficulties I conld en- 
counter 
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counter in my intentions, the danger I threw my felf 
into,and the rembembrance of that which I ow'dto 
my Protector : but all theſe conſiderations were roo 
feeble to defend me ; one look, one word from Ma- 
riamn?, would in a moment deſtroy all the Fortifica- 
tions againſt her, that had been three Months a rea- 
ring : Then I began to arm the Glory againſt the 
difficulties had to vanquiſh, the peri! I flighted by 
undervaluing my /ife, and excus's my ſelf to Herod, 
with the violence Marianne did me, my afte&ion 
not being an effeft of my wil; and further, Madam, 
I confeſs | ſuffer'd a hspe to flatter me of being ler 
into the Oueens Boſom, by that juſt averſion which 
the King had given her ; for, as I nnderſtood ir,the 
love of a Wife to her Husband,tounded either upon 
Inclination, Merit, or Obligation, 1s the beſt weapon 
ſhe can take up to oppole the purſuits of a Lover 
and the Queen, having ſuch ſtrong reaſons ro diſpenſe 
with all thoſe tyes, had now no other defexce than 
for, her (elf, ſingly conſider'd, no fear of remorſe lefe 
for a Husband,, who had but too much merited all 
the revenge ſhe was capable of taking:and from that 
time I began to call in theſe apprebenſions, my Paſſion 
grew able to corrupt the molt vertuous zxclination, 
to render me ingrateful ro my Benefafor, and to 
induce' me now no more to regard him as my Prote- 
Gor from Phraates, but as he that murder'd the Bro= - 
ther, the Father, and the Grandfather of Mariamne: 
Then Jealoufje began to joyn with my afe@&ion,and 
I could nor refle& upon the advantages he poſſeſſed, + 
without deeply Sighing & a thouſand times crying 
out, that the Favours of that fair Dueen were more 
lawfully due co him, who was willing to buy them 
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with his beſtſervices, and deareſt b/oyd, than to the 
man who had paid nothing forthem but Indignities 
and Injuries; when Love firſt entred my Heart it 
us'd me gently, hiding thoſe cruel Idea's of torment 
he hath fince inflifed : but now it hath taken an 
intire poſſeſton , and doth exerciſe an authority , 
which leaves no /[iberty to a& by any other motion 
than his own ; all my thoughts, all my diſcourſe, all 
my a@tions had no other ſubje& but Mariamne,nay 
my very fleep (whoſe proper office it is by benum- 
ming the ſexſes to charm all onr Cares) would not 
quiet mine, ſtill repreſenting te the eys of my Sou, 
when the other were clos'd, the Divine perfedions 
of Mariamne. 

This continual fixing my Spirits, rob'd me of all 
my repoſe,and produced effefs, that were ſoon ob- 
ſerv'd both in my face aud behaviour ; and, though 
the care I took to hide it, kept the true Cauſe un- 
diſcover'd,yet it could not hinder the whole Court 
from taking notice of my deep melancholly,accom- 

any'd with an unnatural peleneſs, a change of my 

umour, and an alteration of my heslth. 

Arſanes and my Governour, ( from whom, I never 
before kept any thing conceal'd)in this were ftrau- 
ers to my thoughts;and I preſerv'd the diſgniſe with 
my beſt care, rather out of reſpe& to my paſſion and 
the canſe of it, than any doubt of their affe&ion or 
fidelity. 

In the mean time my acceſ} was ſo eafie, that I 
daily ſaw the @ueen:For the hopes which Herod che- 
riſhed(by my means to revenge himſelf of the King 
of Parthia) had made him ſweeten his ſavage hue 
mour on purpoſe to indear me with a kind enter- 
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rainment. Athouſand times was my tongue ready 
before that adorable Princeſs (nor openly to declare 
my Paſſion, for | had notthe daring to take ſuch a 

liberty before a Vertue that made me tremble)Jbut at 
leaſt co let her know that no man had a more paſſi- 
onate Intereſt in her fortune, or could pay down his 
life with greater Foy than my ſelf,to purchaſe Solace 
for her affe&:ons : Bur ſtill Fear arreſted my inten- 
tions, and [ have ſhak'd at the thought of my deſign 
like a timorous Soldzer at the fight of an Enemy, or 
his approaches to an aſſault;yet I exprelt part of that 
in looks, which my tongue would fain have ſaid at 
large, and then if ſhe chanced to caſt her eys upon 
mine, and take them in the fa#, they loſt all their 
aſſurance, and were either too feeble to recieve the 
beams ſhe ſhot without aſtoniſhment , or confoun- 


- ded with the ſurpreſal )threw themſelves at the feet 


: of this Divize Princeſi, and ſeem'd by that ſubmiſs 
' efliou to ask pardon for the fault, 


The 9ueen had ſoon diſcover'd the truth, if ſhe 


{ hadnot been prevented by ſo many cruel Cares,that 
'! would not permic her to faften an obſerving 


thought upon any of my particular aG1i0#s. I was one 
day, with the Princeſs Alexandra her Mother, & as I 
kept 2 complaiſance full of reſpe& in my bebaviour to 


; them,by the helpof an opinion which the y had con- 
ceived to my advantage, they began to repoſe much 
| confidence in me : Alexandra being of a boyling ſpi- 


Tit, & a temper which wanted much of the ſweetneſ 


? and patience the Sucen, her Daughter, was indued 


with, abandon'd her ſelf to the reſen tment, which 


\ was yet freſh for the Death of Ariſtobulus, exclaim'd 
' againſt the cruelty of Herod in moſt violent terms, 


and 
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and deplor'd her own & her Daughters Condition in 
words full of paſſion and tranſport : from the Injuries 
ſhe receiv'd in her Sox's Death, and the ruine of her 
Kindred,her bitter complaints paſs'd to the deadly 
Fealoufie of Herod, and the fatal effefts it had like 
to have wrought, by the order he had given to his 
Uncle Foſeph, which (at the brink of his going ro 
appear betore Antony at Laodicea ) commanded him 
to kill Mariamne, in caſe that voyage prov'd fatal 
ro him; Alexandra went on with vebemence in re 
counting divers other etfe&s of her Son-in law's 
cruelty, & during all the diſcourſe, the Oueen never 
ſo much as open'd her mouth , but only to let go 
{ome redoubled Sighs, and made her tears keep 
company with her Mothers words, which gave frelh 


luſtre to her beauty: Oh Gods! what new deep | 


wonnds did the fight of that lovely ſorrow give me ? 
how poſſible it was to behold my Divine Queen 
in that eſtate, without ſuffering all her Sorrows? I 
had now nolonger power to diſſemble, and lofing 
all remembraxce of my preſent condition, and the 
danger whereintoI threw my (elf headlong,by pro 
voking Hered againſt me, I blindly abandoned my 
ſelfro the morions of my Paſſion, and caſting my 


ey» (moilt as the Dueens ( upon hers, that wereg.* 


letting fa]l their deje&ed /ooks to the Earth, Good 
God's, cryed [ Sighing, is it poſlible you ſhould ſub- 
mic the moit accompliſhed pece that ere you made 
to {0 much afli&ton,and muſt | owe Safery to a man 
whole a&ions have given me ſo much horrour ? I 
| preſently repented that I ſuffered theſe words to e- 


capeme, fearing I had declar'd my felfroo far; but? 
after I perceiv'd I was underſtagd by none buy in 
the 
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the Princeſſes, and that they appeared unmov'd, [ 
recovered my afſurance,anda little after, the Prix- 


| 

| Chamber to confer with ſome Perſons, and ſeeing 
; my ſslfalone with the Queen by her bed's fade, [ 
/ madea ſtrong affault upon my fear to recover my 


| Diſcourſe, and beholding the tears that ftill crept 
| | upon her fair Cheek, Would ts Heaven, Madam, 
ſaid [, thit all the Bloud I have could ſtay the recourſe 
: | of thoſe precious tears you fpil. Ab! with what Foy 
. | Hould T reſign it, how gladly Sacrifice my life for the 
) | repoſe of yours ! 
» Theſe words(wholly paſſionate as they were)were 
4 aſcribed by the Queen co nought but the Compaſſion 
I took of her misfortunes z yet they called her from 
P | the Contemplation of her miſeries which had ſeized 
4 | ber thoughts, and raiſing up her eys to mine, with 
1) 2 look. full .of a ſweet acknowledgment. I ſhould be 
x ſorry, ſeid ſhe, to buy the quiet of my life with the dan- 
= | ger of yours; and I have yet more right to my own mi- 
t ſeries, than to your afflictions : we are both perſecuted, 
ry | Jou by a Brother , and I by a Husband : your reſent- 
y $i 20ents I cannot diſapprove, but Ican admit none that 
relere lawful againſt my Husband : and if his attions do 
od frame our calamities, *tis fit I ſhould believe that Hea- 
b-j 2c makes uſe of them to chaftiſe our Crimes. By them 
deft #f Path let fall it's wrath upon the head of our deplora- 


ah ble Family, and therefore if any complaint breaks fron 
> 1} me, it makes its way through the weakneſi of my Na- 
\ e-) ture , and muſt be owned for the Child of Juſtice. 
ut) © miraculous vertue, cryed I, interrupting her, 17 is 
ut! Pequiſite T ſhould redouble my griefs to ſee you plunged 
che. 1# ſuch deep Calamity , My misfortunes are not in- 
| FE: ſupportable 


F 


cefl Alexandra being retired to the other end of the 
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ſupportable, reply'd the Queen, if you could find the 
Way to nnderſtand them right, and if you knew the God 
Which I adore, you would likewiſe know the conſolation || 
Ttaſt in my ſufferings, which now .you Cannot appre- 
bend : if be bath given me Herod for « puniſhment as 
well as a Husband , T ought to receive him from bis 
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bands a both : and if be ordains me to pardon the in- 


Juries done by the moſt cruel and remote Enemies, ſure 


be would have me forget thoſe with an intire reſugna- 
tion I received from bim, to whom he bath pleaſed 
totye me in a knot ſoſacred. It is that Madam, an- 
ſwered I, that makes me hold my condition unfortunate, 
that Heaven hath raiſed you up an Enemy and a Per- 
ſecutor , | 
ani Life , without offending your vertue; that your 
bigh-raiſed refleions , cannot be Combated by a man 
that reveres you ; nor can I cenſure the conſideration 
you keep for the King your Husband, fince im bis Arms 


T found my refuge , nor do him any ill office without in- | 


gratitude: but if the intereſt which T take in your 
wrongs, the admiration I have of your vertue, and re- 
ſentments much more preſſing and particular, make me 
find in your afflictions a Subje@ , --- at theſe words I 
ſtopped, and conlidering how the inſenhble tran- 
ſport of my paſſion, had carried me into terms of 
diſcovery,] ſtajd in an abrupt flence, without con- 
dutting my words to any period, 

The 2ueex obſerving my ftrauge breaking off , 
looked upon me, & doubtleſs either expe&ed whac 
was behind to cloſe my Diſcourſe,or would have ask- 
ed the cauſe of my ſuddain filence : when the Prin- 


againſt whom T cannot offer you my Sword 


ha« 


ceſi her Mother came back again to my reſcue from | Fac 


the perplexity wherein my imprudence had ingaged 


XY 


me;?!. 
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me : yet I think we had ſpent more time in this en- 
tertainment, if the arrival of ſome Ladies had not 


- interrupted us ; the principal of which,was Salome 


the Siſter of Herod. It was not amity that brought 
her to vilit the Princeſſes, for ſhe hated them mor- 
tally, but having a dexterons and artificial Spirt, 


- ſhe made it bow to her Intereſts, and knowing the 


ower Mariamne had (as unfortunate as ſhe was ) 
m the Kings affe&ions, ſhe forc'd her ſelf to appear 
ofticious,and cover'd her malicious thoughts with a 
black difimulation, The ill-will thealready bore to 
the Queen, was augmented by a miſchance, which T 
muſt now recount; for(lince you have ordain'd me 
to givEyou the truth of my fortuxe,ſtript of all Diſ= 
guiſe) 1 am forced to tell you Madam, (thongh 
the relation may offend Modeſty) that my miſhap, 
and no other cauſe, made me be lov'd of Salome. I 
had already obſerv*'d her affe&tion by divers figns, 
but was eatily perſwaded to flight my diſcovery,ei= 
ther by a Juſt anticipation which chau'd me to a= 
nother, the meaneſt part of whom was infinitely a- 
bove all that Salome could boaſt lovely,or by an int- 
perfe&t knowledge I had already got of her dange- 
rous humor : however I was content to anfwer her 
extraordinary Careſſ's, with ſuch a Civility as I be- 
lieve was due to the Sifter of Herod 3 andiflrecei- 
ved them at firſt wich any fatisfa&ion, from rhat 
time wherein my life grew conſiderable, becauſe I 
had given it to the ©ueern , and had begun to ſeek 
all rhat ſweerneſs I could fancy, m her.only. I 
had (ſcarcely allow'd one fingle regard either to the 
| Face or Aﬀtions of Salome, 
| For that day ſhe cur off my further Diſcourſe with 
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the Queen , but I had liberty enough torenew it in 
thoſe that ſucceeded ; the Court was not then very 
large, every man fearing to provoke Herods jealous 
and ſuſpitious ſpzrit ; bur in all the Converſe I had 


with her, fear ſtill fetter'd my tongue, and I had 
not the confidence to diſcloſe my thoughts further | 
than what my eyes, or ſometimesa ſudden change 
of colour could expreſs. In the mean time Herod 
(either through generolity, or thoſe reaſons I ren- 
der'd) til] permitted me thoſe /iberties, when For- 
tune preſented an occaſion to improve my Credit 
with him. j 


Malichys, who commanded the Arabians, an an- | 


cient Exemy to Herod, with a powerful Army inva- 
ded the Frentiers of F4dea,committing a thouſand 


Ads of Ho#/lity ; it was fince believ'd he kept in- | 


telligence with old Hircanws , who(asI told you) 
lived at Hiervſ. in the condition of a private man, 
without any craft or ccgniſance of affairs ; and with 
the Princeils Alexaudra:however it was, Herod uni- 
ting his diſperſed forces with exceeding di/zgence, 


1 


had ſoon gather*d a conſiderable Army; & not be- 
ing ableto go in perſon, becauſe of ſome troubles he 
-{uſpeGed at home, beſides his intended voyage to 
go vifit Augufizs Ceſar (then at Rhodes) he pur his 
Brother Phercras in the Head of it. I was atham'd 
that I had imployed all my youth in running away 
from death , and deſiring leave of the King that [ 
might accompany his Brother in that expedit;onghe 
not only ed hag oave me the command of all 
the Cavalry;] parted very well pleas'd with the jm- 
ployment,8& Gheveu 1*d roſweeten the grief I took: 
toleave Mariamne, with a hope to merit her _—_ 
T1 
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by ſome a&ion of valour; 1 will not crouble you 


with the particulars of this Warre, and ſhall onely | 


content my ſelf torell you, that by an exceſſe of 
good fortune I acquired a reputation large enough 3 
In the ingagements made with my Troops, I defeat- 
ed the Enemy in divers incounters , which I had ſtill 
the hap to Sigzalize by ſome perſonal atizon.In one 
combar,which was obſtinately diſputed with a Squa= 
dron of our Troops, 1kill'd the Brother of Malichus 
with my own hand, and a few dayes after,having 
ſurpriz'd half the Enemies Army at a Paſſe upon a 
River, I charged it with 4000 Horſe I had then with 
me, with ſo ſtrange a ſucceſſe , that we kill'd above 
$000 Arabians upon the place, and routed the reſt 
with ſuch a grand confuſion, that they left all their 


baggage to our Soldiers. 


By this , and the precedent encounters, I had ac- 
quired as much credit in the Army as I could well 
defire, and Hered receiving the news, conceived an 
opinion of me ſo advantagious , as within a ſhore 
time after , having cal'd home his Brother Pheroras 
to the Government of the State,during his voyageto 
Auguſtus , he deftired me to accept the command of 
the Army in chief , rather chooſing to repoſe fo 
weighty a truſt in me(though young, and a Stran- 
ger)than in any of his older & more experimented 
Captains, Aﬀter the departure of Pherorss , I had 
the ſole command ; and fortune, that had favour'd 
my beginnings, did ſo well ſecond her kindneſſe in 
what follow*d,that at laſt [ incirely chaſed the Ara» 


| bians out of Fudea, afrer they had loſt above 10000 


lives in divers encounters. Thus when all was paCi- 


| hed upon the Frontiers, and we had nb more Ene- 


mies 
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Mies tocombar, after the garriſons were fortified, 
I returned towards Feruſalem , leſs ſatisfied with 
the applauſe was prepar'd me for my good ſucceſs 
than with the hope of being ſuddenly reftor'd to the 
ſight of Mariamne ; and to fee her at ſuch a time, 
when I believed the ſervice I had done her Conntry 
had purchaſed ſome efteem in her thoughts. 

But Oh Gods! how ſurpriz'd was I at a fad report 
I met upon the way, which told me that Herod was 
departed from Rhodes,with delign to gain the ſame 


credit with Auguſtus , that he had before with An- 


$0ny : but before his departure, had caus'd old Hir- 
cany to be ſtrangled, out of ſuſpition that he kept 
Intelligence with Malichus, and that great Princeſs, 
his Grand-child with her Mother co be ſhut np in a 
Caſtle, or rather a cloſe Priſon near the City, un- 
der the Guard of Sohemus and Foſeph, with expreſs 
orderto reſtrain their liberty, and forbid them all 
converſetill he came back again. This news not 
only moderated the contentment I took in my re- 
turn, andthe ſucceſsful event of my expedition, 
bur poſſeſt my ſpirit with aſtoniſhment, Horrour, and 
Compaſſion. I was amaz'd at the cruelty of Herod, 
who holding his Life & Scepter of Hircauus good- 
neſs, though he was then Fourſcore,- had not the 

atience to ſtay till Nature would relinquiſh him to 
bis Tomb, the horror of this a&, and the ſad pity 
I had for the affliftion and captivity of Mariamne, 
bruis'd my Soul with a grief ſo weighty, as I was 
ready to give over all reliſtance. 


Arſanes, 8 ny governour Polites, ſeeing my ſor-* 


rows {wel to ſuch a proportion as they thought too 


big for my Intereſts mn Herods houſe, earneſtly in- 
treated 
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treated me to undiſguiſe rhe cauſe of it. At firſt I re- 
liſted, bur in fine, conſidering the little reaſon I had 


.to diſtruſt chem , after they had given ſuch clear 


proofs oftheir atte&ion, I abandoned my ſecret to 
their diſcretion, and avowed my violent paffion for 
Mariamne. This confeſſion ſurpriz'd them (though 
indeed they might have ſpar'd their aſtoniſhment, 
well knowing what charms the @ueen pofſefied)and 
after they had in vain repreſented all the reaſon 
they could make toextinguiſth my flame,they difpo= 
ſed themſelves to ſerve me at the peril of theirhives. 
I was a little comforted with the proteſtations they 
made me, & began to judge their advice not unſer- 
viceable forthe condutt of my defires. I finiſhed the 
reſt of my Journey, with ſuch a ſetled melancholy, 
that the reception I had from- Phersras & the relt, of 
the Fews,was incapable to moderate itz what (aid L 
(when was alone, or had only. my. two cantidents 
about mie) is Marjamne ( to whom all thould refign 
their liberties) become a Captive ? and can the Gods 
permit the moſt perfe& piece that ever they pur 
their Hands to,to begiven up tothe cruelties of fuch 
an inhuman ? Mariamnue now 'weeps.the.lols of a 
Grand-father with that of her liberty, 8 the feeble 
Tyridates weeps too like her, without offering other 


ſuccours than a few womanitſh tears; he keeps his, 


Arms acroſs, while the Monſters tear his heart in 
the Perſon of Mariamne, and then how weak the 
reaſons are that will not let him arm himſelf a- 
gainſt his Hangman ! Ah Tyger ! a thouſandtimes 


More cruel than Phraates, no longer my prote- 


Qor , bur my Perſecutor, my Enemy, Savage Mon= 
ſter! too too unworthy of thoſe dear adyantages 
thou 
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thon poſſeſſeſt, truſt no further to that obligation 
which til now hath tied me to thy Intereſts,and be- 
lieve tt Tam more injur'd by thee in Mariamne's 
wrongs, than oblig*'d tor my thelter; forher 1 will 
draw my Sword againſt thee andall the World nor 
can it be ingraticude to defend Vertue from the op- 
preflion of Tyranny. 

Thefe were the thoughts I convers'd with,for this 
laſt effet of Herod's inhumanity had ſo galled my 
Spirit,tbar ic forfook all the conſiderations I had for 
hif'; and now I made noſcruple (for the ſervice or 
revenge-of Matiamne )) to do him the worſt of mi(- 
chiefs: *Arſanes ( to whom I ſhew*'drheſe thoughts 
naked) beg*d of meto cover them, fince their pub- 
hftjng might procure my ruine without the leaſt ad- 
ky ne obs Meriammne ; In the mean time I told him 
it Was impoſſible 'for me'tolive and not toſee her, 
ch5OF Was reſolviico try all the waies (though ne- 
verſo dingerons ) to'compats-it. Arſanes long op- 

ofed this intention: but ſeeing no poſſibility of diſ- 
waſion; reſolved:to ſeek ſome means'ro ſerve me in 
" He was-very; well known to Sobemws, beſides I 
ea}*'d to nnnd-that'I had done him a courteſfie with 
Hired, in a buſineſs wherein he ſtood in great need 
ofmy favour ; thisgave Arſunes a belief, 1t might 


make way for the obtaining part of my deſires, and / 


indeed- we fouiid'a greater faciliry than we durſt 


hope : For Maridme (againſt the power of whoſe ? 
chatms there was no refiltance) had fo perfettly 


gain”'d Sobemus heart, as he had no paſſion more 
powerful than a defire to pleaſe her, and would not 


have ſcrupled ro hazard” fortune and life it {elf to 
IO ſerve 
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ſerve her ; he was very willing to have fet her at li- 
berty, and would have follow'd her fortune, where- 
ever ſhe had retird, if his Companion in the charge 
had not been of a diſpolition ſo different, as he ſuſ- 
peed it would betray him to the rage of Herod, Ar 
the firſt propoſition Arſanes made him to let me ſee 
the Queen, he ſhewed much willingneſs to oblige me, 
and (crupled at nothing but the difticulties he had 
co deceive his Companionzhe had little hope to gain 
his conſent tomy ſatisfation,and therefore thoughc 
it unſafe to hazard the propolition. Arſanes gave the 
defire I had to ſee the Queen, no other title than pi- 
ty of her miſerics, and ſo made by Paſton paſs for 
an efte& of Generolity. 

Sobemus demanded the reft of that day to ſeek ex- 
pedients to content me, and on the morrow came 
and told him he was reſolved toſatisfie me, though 
he foreſaw ſome danger threatned the enterprize. 
Arſanes intreated him not to impart our deſign to 
the Queen , for fear (ſaid he) the ſhould oppoſe ic 
with ſome timerous conſideration ; but he found ict 
more diffticult to make that requeſt prevail wich So- 
kemxs, than any he had yet mentioned, (ſo entirely 
was that honeſt ſpirit at the Queens devotion ) bur 
at laſt,clearing his doubts wich a belief that I would 
bring no other intention than to ſerve her,and that 
I would not have ſought an occaſion ſo perillous to 
make my viſit, if I were not aſſured my fight would 
not be unwelcome, they reſoly'd then, that the fol- 
lowing Evening I thould be ready at a certain place 
neer the Caſtle, where Sobemws had appointed ,*and 
there he promis*'d him about two hours within Eve- 
ning 0 come and condu@ me to the Queens pre« 
D 2 lence : 
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lence : he made choice of that hour , becauſe the 
©ueen had then her Chamber free, and was not im- 
portun'd with Foſephs viſits, whoat that time was u- 
ſually retir'd ro his own. Befides,my face was fo well 
known to a}l the Court, that no diſguiſe without 
the aid of darkneſs could have conceal'd it. 

There was much hazardiin this enterprize,as well 
for what might then have befallen me, as for the fa- 
tal confequences,if Herod ſhould ever light upon the 
diſcovery: Yet I nor only lighted all that fear could 
alledge,but waited the wiſhed hour with am impati- 
ence that rook all thoſe that preceded it for tedious 
years. At]aſt it came, and when the night had ſpread 
a)l her Sables , I left. Hieraſalem ,. only followed by 
Arſanes and my Governour, and having not above 
'a hundred furlongs to ride , I ſoon arriv'd at the 
place defired. 

Sohemw kept his word, it being that day his turn 
to command the Caſtle, and therefore free for him 
to-go in and out when he pleas'd 3 he came to find 
me, only attended by one of his Guar4, which was 
a young man , in whony he repos'd an entire conti- 
dence. Befides, he choſe him from all the reſt, be- 
cauſe his age and ſhape did nor much diſagree with 
mine. The plot was, 1 ſhould pur on his Cloaths,and 

he ſtay with Arſaxes in minezthat thoſe that ſaw me 
enter with Sobemw;might take me for the ſame man 
that went out with him, my face being hidden from 
thoſe that knew it in the nights black maſque. When 
Thad got on the Guard Caſaque, he led me to a gate 

of the Caſtle , flanked with high Towers , and ſur- 
rounded with adeep Ditch , and commanding the 
bridge (by a fignal given) to be let down , he con» 


ducted ; 


-Lib.r. Or, ove's Maſter-piece. 99 
du&ed me into the Court wichour a Torch, having 
tefc an expreſs order with thoſe that guarded the 
Gate, not tolight any ching.; whoſeceing me enter 
with him , never examin'd my face , nor regarded 
whether | was their companion or not;yet he would 
not lead me by the great ſtairs, nor carry me through 
the Guard Hall, but condufing me up a little pair 
of Stairs, & ſo through a Gallery where there ſtood 
a Senrinel (which he made a ſhew to come on pur- 
poſe to relieve and put me in his place) he led me to 
the door of the Anri-chamber. 

By this time I confeſs all my courage had almoſt 
forſook me; for though no Danger could ever in- 
ftru& me what was meant by the fear of Death yet 
I crembled ro think I might diſpleaſe the Queen by 
this bold intruſjon;and then unſeaſonably refle&ing 
on what was paſt, I almoſt repented the enterprize, 
and was divers times about to ſtay Schemwus , and fo 
return back without ſeeing the ©ucen. 

At the name of Sohemws , . the door of the Antit- 
chamber was preſently open'd ; and becauſe of the 
inclination he had always expreſt co the Drueens 
Intereſts, he hada free acceſle to her at all hours. 
When we entred her Chamber , fhe was upon her 
knees by the Beds fide, praying with an ardent de- 
votion tothe God fhe ador'd, and the Princeſs her 
Mother was newly retir'd to her Cabinet. The noiſe 
we made coming in, made her turn her head that 
way, and having ſpyed us, ſhe asked Sobemus if he 
had any thing to ſay. I did not give Sobemws time 
to an(wer, but approaching with a troubled poſture, 
I fell upon my knees before her, and taking one of 
her fair Hands, joyned it to ray Lips with an ardour 
3 ſo 
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ſo vehement,as bereav*d me of the uſe of (ſpeech.The 
Qu: (tinding this aCtion too familiar, and too paſſi- 
onate for a Guard ) at firſt repuls'd me with ſome 
diſdain ; but afterward fuſpeting a part of the 
crath, and beholding my face with a ſerious eye, by 
the help of thoſe lights which were ſet by her Beds- 
fade, ſhe knew me. It was no mean aftoniſhment 
wherewith this fight ſurpriz'd, her, and recoyling 
ſome paces back, after ſhe had withdrawn her hand 
from mine : Ab Tyridates, ſaid ſhe, what mean you ? 
ro what a danger have you expos'd your ſelf 2 Danger, 
Madam, reply*dI, Ah!that the Gods would confront me 
with a thouſand times more , that I might finde occafi- 
en to ſhew you how mean a thing I think my life in rela- 
fzon to your ſervice. My Calaminies ( replyed the 
Queen engaging me to riſe  ) are too much in debt to 
your compaſſion ; but I cannot yet quit the fear you bave 
grven me , and the knowledge I have of Herod's bu- 
mour , makes me wiſh from my Soul, you had not temp- 
fed this peril to ſee me. 'I beſeech you Madam , ſaid I, 
do not keep thoſe fears for me, for believe it, 
while this Condition lafts, to which your mufortunes 
have reduced me , T ſhall neither fear Herod's hatred, 
nor deſire bis amity. TI have @ long time conſidered him, 
as a King of whom IT hold my life , but must now know 
him for a man, that hath uſed that life a thouſand times 
more cruelly than death it ſelf would have done , from 
which the retreat he gave bath poſſibly defended me. 
Till now the obligation diſputed with the outrage, and in 
the perſon of Mariamne*s Perſecutor I found my Pro- 
tefor : but at laff, Madam, the reſentments of what 1 
owe him , have quitted what they beld within me to ſuch 
as have a jviter title : and theſe laft injuries which 


he : 
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he printed in your Grandfathers murther, and your own 
cruel Captivity, have ſtrang/ed all thoſe conſiderations: 
which til now my heart ſuffer'd to peak in bis behalf,aut 
have brought me to ak orders at your feet, which I vew 
to execute without condition or reſerv4tion, Be not loath 
then, Madam,to ordain me all that may be done in your 
Guarrel, and if you pleaſe, believe that I will nat only 
ſhut my etes upey all ſorts of conſiderarions ; but trample 
upon all difficulties thet ſhall offer to withſtand me, when 
ence fortified with the honour of your Commands. 
WhileIſpakein this manner,the Queen regarded 

me attentively ; and though ſhe knew the malicious 

heart of her Husband,and remembred how often lhe 

had been deceived by ſuch as ated the part of offict- 

ous perſons, and made uſe of ſome ſuch cearms as 

minetoſound her intentions , with deſign to carry 

the report to the King, I was ſo happy as not to be 

ſuſpeFed of ſo baſe an ambulh,and of this ſhe affur'd 

me by theſe words, I bave tao gaod an opinion of you, 
ſaid ſhe,and can too well diſtinguiſh the Princes of Arſa= 

ces bloud,from cheap and baſe perſons,to ſuſpe the diſi- 

mulation wherewith divers others bave betraid me. 

' T know your words parted from & true compaſſion, and 
ſuch generous motions , as are familiar with perſons of 
your extraction: beſides, you have given proofs of too 
great a vertue to leave me the ſhadow of ſuch a thought; 
and ( to witneſi the confidence I have in you } I will open 
my heart to you with a wif entire freedom. It is true, 
theugh Heavenhath given me Herod for @ Husband , 
I cant love bim, and indeed I ſhould be rather inſ-n- 
ſible than conitant or loyal, if the death of my Grand. 
father Ariſtobulus, of my Father Alexander, of my 
Unkle Antigonus, of my Brather Ariſtobulus,and theſe 
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laft of my Grandfather Hircanus ſhonld be remembred 
without ſtirring my Soul againſt him that murdered 
them, and deſtroyed the royal bouſe of the Aſmonians : 
befides theſe known injuries, T have received ſome more 
particular, but not leſt ſenſible There comes not @ day 
, wherein I do not look, for a knife at my throat, and tha 
bloudy man, at bis departure for Rhodes, hath given 
the ſame Command to Sohemus that he did before to bis 

Unkle Joſeph, to kill me if the voyage proved un- 

fortunate, Thave now freely yepreſented my deplorable 
condition witÞ Herod, but I muſt tell you (with the 

ſame truth) that (as much monſter a he 5) he #« yet my 
Hutband, that my apprehenflons of his injuries are not 

more prevalent than the rules of my duty, and that T7 

am not permitted to deſire a revenge againſt him , which 

Heaven hath reſerved for its own appeintmem:TIf my mi- 

ſeries come once to be pittyed by our Sovereign Maſter , 

he will find power to relleaſe me of them, and if it be bis 

pleaſure they ſhould ftill continue , TI ſhall endeavour ſo 

to ſuffer for the love of him, as I may be render'd more 

worthy of his love, Behold Tyridates the eftate of my 

condition , with the temper of my thoughts, I am deep- 

ly in your ſcare for the propriety you claim ## my mifor- 

tunes : but let menow beg you will give it over , leſt 

the dangerous pitty ſhould at lat prove fatal to its 

owner. Ah! might it pleaſe the Gods, (cryed I, 

wholly trenſported ) that your evils might be brought 

of, with the cruelleft death that Herod ix Capable 

of inventing, with what glad heart ſhould T run 

40 embrace thoſe gloridus torments, which poſſibly 
might proeure me ſome ſmall acknowledgment in yours; 
how, fair would be my deftiny to pay down my life 

for this adorable Princeſl, to whom all — , all 
earts 
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bearts ought to be ſacrificed. Theſe words, with the 
Paſſion that helped to pronounce them , opened 
the Queens cies, and ihewed her (by a prompt re- 
fle&ion on what was paſt) that tranſports ſo violent 
could not ſpring from a naked picy : this diſcovery 
called up a bluſh into her face ; and having filently 
beheld me withan a@tion chac betrayed ſome trou- 
ble : Tyridates, ſaid ſhe , do you well conſider what 
you ſay ? She let fall theſe words in ſo ſevere 
an accent , that it ſtruck ſuch terrorinto me, as 
T loſt all my aflurance ; and (in ftead of anſwering ) 
fell ro contider how imprudently I had opened my 
breſt; but I ſaw well I had ſhewn too much Paſſion 
to keep the reſt ſtill diſguiſed; and in this uproar 
of thoughts, (toſt with love, grief, and deſpair) [ 
let my ſelf fall at the Queens feet, embracing and 
kiſſing them a thouſand times over,without ſo much 
power as could utter one word ; by this ation 
clearly confirming the ſuſpicion my words had given 
her. Oh Gods! how ſenfibly ſhe was touched ! 
how violent were her firſt apprehenfions to proceed 
from (o (weer a Soul : She took a long time to 
weigh the reſolution was fitteſt to be taken, and I 
(in the mean. time) the advantage of her Silence 
and immebillity to rally my (catter'd ſpirits. *Ma- 
© dam, ſaid 7, (keeping my hold at her feet with=, 
* out daring to lift my eies to her viſage) if my 
© tongue hath betrayed my Soul, and (contrary 
*© eg my intent )diſplayed a pation which my whole 
& life ſhould have preſerved a Secret, ordain me all 
<« the pains that are duetoir, andI vow by all che 


: «Gods to ſuffer them without a murmur; coyoul 


> * willnor Juftifie a Paſſion, whick otherwiſe might 


be call 
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& call toits own purity to defend it. I will not tell 
« you 'tis impoſſible to look upon you, and not in- 
« cur the fault I have cemmitted , nor that the (i- 
© lence of divers years, have given ſome proofs of 
« my reſpet. No, Iam Criminal it I have con- 
© tra&ed your anger, andam worthy of the moſt 
© cruel puniſhments, if Ihave been capable co diſ- 
© pleaſe you. I had gone furtherif che now reſol- 
ved Queen had not ſtayed my progreſs, and repul- 
fing me with one hand, while ſhe carried the other 
to her face to hide ſome changes there : © Tyrida- 
© tes, ſaid ſhe, you are yet more culpable than you 
<« believe, and if you had known me well, you 
& would never have granted your ſelt the licence to 
<« give me the diſpleaſure I have now received. I 
© will not noiſe your folly, becauſe I know Herod's 
& Humour , which doubcleſs would deſtroy you for 
<it; and as I pardon him the bloudy injuries he 
hath ſo often done me, ſo I forgive the offence you 
have ſo lacely committed. 

At theſe words ſhe roſe from her Chair, and cal- 
ling Sokemus ( who was diſcourſing with her Maids 
in the Anti-chamber) fhe commanded him to con- 
du me preſently back, and (o reſolvingto hear me 
no more, ſhe retir'd into her Mothers Cabznet. Oh 
Gods! in what aneſftate wasI, when I ſaw wy (elf 
thus diſerted , in what a ſtrange faſhion I followed 
Sebemws, when he led me out of the Cattle the ſame 


way we enter'dit?I had ſcarce the powertoembrace | 


him at our parting, orto give him thanks for che 


Courtefie he had done me. I found my men gotto þ 


horſe, and return'd to Hieruſalem with a melancho- 


1z,darker than the nights blackeft (hades,and with a | 


counte- 
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countenance which I think little differ*d from that 
of a Condemned man. 

I would ſcarce hear the comforts Arſanes offer'd 
me, (to whom I had recounted my diſaſter ) but 
paſſed the reſt of the night in the moſt cruel inquie- 
tudes that ever tore a Soul ; I could not remem- 
bes the incenſcd looks of my Divine Princeſs, with- 
out calling in the ſame fear that ſeized me at the 
firſt efte&s of her anger ; nor think of the diſplea- 
ſure I had given her, without lecting my ſelf fink 
almoſt under the ſorrow I reſented ; all the words 
ſhe ſpake came flocking to my memory : but it galled 
me to think ſhe ſhould puc my oftence in che ſame 
ballance with Herod's villanies: Ab unjuſt 2{ertamne 
ſeid T, how unskilful you are im diſcerning Injuries? 
could you have judged aright,you would have found 
little cauſe to aſſociate the cruelties of Herod, with 
the overſights of Tyridates, Herod hath wreſted the 
Crown from your Family , Herod ſtill bluſbes with 
the blood of your neereſt kindred; Herod gives daily 
orders for your own death, and Tyridetes gives you 
his heart, his Soul,& himſelf entire. Sure this ottence 
15 not of a nature ſo heinous , as thoſe you have re- 
ceiv'd of that Miſcreant, and methinks you need not 
the ſame patience to endure them 3 bur why (aid I, 


 (repenting my words) why do [ juſtifie my crime? is 


ic not trne that I am faulty , ſince my raſhneſs hath 
merited Mariamnes anger? I ought to contider her as 
a Divinity ſublim'd above the reach of humane 
thoughts, I ſhould cremble before her vertue, and if 


1t were 1mpoſlible to ſee her without falling in love 


with ſo much beauty both of Soul and Body, yet I 
ſhould have ſuffered choſe glorious pains withour 
publiſhing 
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PRO , and not have improv'd my misfortune 
y my indiſcreet and ralk difcovery. 
In fuch thoughts as theſe I paſſed the Night, and 
divers other days that followed it, in which ſpace I 
often ſaw Salome, Pheroras, with the chief ofthe Fu- 
dean Court , who ſtrove among themſelves, who 
ſhould rreat me with moſt Careſfſes for the ſervice I 
had done their Country: but neither their company, 
nor their kindneſs could eaſe the evils wch my love 
mfited,nor (weeten the ſorrows I took for the cho- 
ler & captivity of Mar;ammne:But about the time there 
came news to Fernſalem,that Herod was triumphant- 
ly returned from Auguitws ; that by an artificial ora- 
tion, full of an affe&ed generoſity, he had ſo gain'd 
upon the ſpirit of that great Emperor,as it procur*d 
him a ſpecious entertainment, & got him licele leſs 
in his Amity, than he had before in the affe&ions of 
Antony.Thoſe that had an intereſt in his good ſucces, 
were more overjoy'd at the news,in which a few days 


2frer)they were confirm'd,when they ſaw him arrive | 


with a proud train at his heels, & read in his ereCt- 
ed looks che ſatisfaftion he receiv'd in that voyage. 

There was wade him a magnificent reception,and 
C1 mingling my (clfwith thoſe that went co meet 
him ) he received me with extraordinary carefles, 
called me the valiant Defender of Fudea,and promi- 
ſeda grateful remembrance of the ſervices F had ren- 
dred'to his Crown. But alas ! how little was I ſenſt- 
ble of his Offers and Civilities ? And though indeed 
{ could not but confeſs he had put me in his debt, 
yet the love of Mariamnz,and the reſentment of her 


wrongs, ſtifled all his obligations. The ſame day he } 
arrived , he reftor'd her liberty, and burning with } 


Love, 
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Love , could not forbear to vifit her in the fame 
place which had been her Priſon,where heſpent the 
night with her, and the next day brought her back 
with him to the City, with many open profeſſions of 
a moſt ardent afte&ion. 

I underſtand by Sebemws,that at that interview, he 
had made her a molt paſſionate diſcourſe, and after 
he had excus'd the death of Hircanws with a neceſ(- 
ſity that conſtrain'd him fo to prevent the deſign he 
had to ruine him, he deeply proteſted , that the A- 
bridgement of her Freedome, was onely meant to 
{ſecure her Perſon from the attemps of ſuch , whoſe 
diſaffeCtion in his abſence might hazard her ſafety 
and to diſarm the defigns of ſome perſons that were 
likely to make uſe of hers and her Mothers pre- 
ſence (whoſe turbulent ſpirit he was well acquainred 
with) toeuthorize (edition, and ftir up troubles in 
the State. 

The wiſe 2ueen receir'd this Diſcourſe. with a be- 


- coming temper; and, if the could not encirely hide 


her diſtaſts, ſhe diſſembled part of theny, leſt chey 
ſhould prove as fatal to Sohemws, as they had been 
to Foſeph, The Court was then more glorious than e= 
ver; the King highly pleaſed with the ſucceſs of his 
Aﬀairs : and ( having nothing elfe to ſubdue that 
might keep him from getting abovethe reach of for- 
tune, but the ſpirit of Mariamne) he ſought all forts 
of occaſions to divertiſe her:butif the Jneer (whoſe 
griefs were gone too deep to be ſweetned with the 
vain ſhadow of pleaſure) took little notice &f it, | was 
not lefſe incapable than ſhe, of taſting any jollity ; 
and my remembrance kept the deep graven Cha- 


| rafters of my Love and her Anger fo frelh in e þ 
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Soul, as all the ſplendor and pomp of Herods Court. 
wanted power to charm them. I {till ſaw herevery 
day, becauſe ſhe forbad ic not 3 but I ſcarce durſt o- 
pen my mouth in her preſence, ſcarce lift up my eies 
to her Face, inſtruQing all my ations ro intorm how 
dreply the fear to diſpleaſe her was ingraven in my 
heart : yet neither her'looks nor her ations expreſt 
any ſign of averſton:indeed ſhe had a Soul roo beau- 
tiful , roo ſweet an [nclination toloath a man, who 
had only offended with Aﬀedtion, fince ſhe had much 
ado to return Hatred where it was deſerv'd by ſuch 
bloody Injuries : but believing ſhe could not hear 
my Love plead farther , withour offending vertue, 
ſhe avoided all occafions of diſcourſe as much as pot- 
ſible 3 and though ſhe ſtill ſpake- tro me with much 
#ffability, yet ſhe never did ſo but in company, and 
fo contriv'd it, that we neverexchanged words with- 
Out a witneſs ; though this behaviour of hers could 
not give mean entire ſatisfattion ; yet ir lefc me no 
cauſe of Complaint ; and the knowledge I had of 
ker admirable Vertue , having excinguiſhe with my 
hopes a part of thoſe flames her Beauty had kindled, 
1 learn'd to thifik my Paſſion ſufficiently: rewarded 
by the eſteem ſhe had of me : Indeed there was never 
any perſon lov*d with le(s intereſt ; and wich truth [ 
may fay,' I loved Mar:amne for her felf alone ; nor 
in all che proceſs of my Paflion did I ever conſider 
Tyriwates. 

In this manner 1 liv'd a whole year; and though 
my Eyes didall the Meſſages of my Love, yet the 


might eaſily read inall my Aﬀtions , that it had loſt} 


no ardour ; and that my ſufferings were therefore 
more cruel, becauſe they ſtood in awe of ReſpeRX. 
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At laſt my perſeverance , link'd with diſcretion 
(which ſhe knew by a thouſand marks) couched her 


_ with compatlion ; | ſay Compaſſion : tor love could 


never be admitted: And what ſhe did fince in my 
Favour, did all proceed from a motion fo purely 
generous, as the moft perfe& vertue was engaged to 
commend it ; nor could it be cenſured by any withe 
out Injuſtice. Her heart, which was neither Stone 
nor Braſs, ſuffered it ſelf to be ſoftned with pity ; 
but it was never capable of an Impreflion not con- 
formed to the ſevere Rules of her Duty : ſhe could 
not ſee a Prince languiſhing ſo many years, a Prince 
dying for her , bur dying in a fafhion ſo reſpe&fu 
and obliging,and dymg without complaining of the 
cauſe of his Death, or of Death it ſelf, and not give 
ſome proofs that nature made her fenlible : bur ſhe 
would rather have ſuffer'd him to die; nay,dyed her 
ſelf, than let in the leaſt thought to her Saul of 
pittying him, to the prejudice of her Vercue : I was 
ſo happy in the condu& of my Paſſton, and had car- 
ried ſo much eaution in all my Aﬀions, that Herod 
(the moſt jealous and diſtruſttul of allmen) had nor 
yer the leaſt (uſpicion of me; and thus' diſcretion 
was not under-valued by the Queen. 

[ was one day in her Company with the King, 


| Pheroras , Salome, and ſome other of the chief 


Courriers in the Palace-garden,where we had walk- 


edalong time, and where I had done my beſtto 


evade the purſuics of Sa/ome, who had then been 
trying(having too much courage to give me herna- 
ked Paſſion) co make me (py it in her A&ions, and 


| underſtand it by a thouſand ambiguous Diſcourſes ; 
{ whenche King, who had walked all this time with 


the 
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the Queen alone, being oblig*d by ſome important 
Afﬀeairs co retire, he call'd me to him, and giving me 
the Queens hand, which till then himſelf had held: 
I leave you to Prince Tyridates, ſaith he, and I can- 
#ot put that which I tender more dearly than my ſelf 
into better bands thau bis ? Try, if you pleaſe, to divers 
ber from her deep Melancholy, To theic words I res» 
turned no other anſwer but an atton full of Reve- 
rence and reſpe&: and, conſidering how my 
condition ſtood with the Queen, I durſt not adven- 
turetotake her hand,ti]l the cender'd it her ſelf,with 
a Countenance that did put on a World of ſweet- 
nels: And thus I helped her to walk, without da- 
ring either to open my mouth, or to look upon her. 
Her behaviour was a long time like mine: but at 
laſt ſhe broke filence, and took this opportuniry to 
declare what her heart had for me. Tyrjdates, ſaid 
ſhe, if the King knew your intentions, he would not put 
me into your hands with ſo much confidence, & fince they 
' were known to me, Tought to bave bindred it; I could 
eaſily have done ſo, if my Will bad conſented ; and pri- 
bably IT had 100, if Thad not believ*d I might permit 
Your converſe, and acquaint you with my thoughts, with- 
out interreſſing what I 6we to bim or my ſelf. Know then 
Tyridates, that the firit notice I hed of your Malady 
gave me ſome reſentment againſt you, but the progreſl of 
it, compaſſion; I have truly pittiod the Eftate you ate 
in, and cannot, without grief, jee a Prince (10 whom 
Heaven hath given ſuch excellent qualities ) paſibs life 
in a condition ſo miſerable. But in fine, Tyridates, whts 


are your pretences ? and if you bave judged me worthy | 


of your eſteem, what ca you bope for of me ? Think, you 
. I canlicenſe in your favour the leail AG that may ſatis- 
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fie your Paſſion? T ſay the leaſt : for, did I believe you 
couldbarbour a thought to my diſhonour, 1 would loo* up- 
on you 45 & Monſter, as 4 murtal Enemy: Do you think, 
the little centent T take with Herod , and the remem- 
brance of the wrongs he bath done me, can turn my affe- 
f110ns. upon another, becauſe leſt worthy of my averſion? is 
it upon this thought you build your hopes ? if ſo, Tyrida- 
tes, diſabuſe your ſelf; and heljeve,that if Heaven hath 
made me miſerable, by ſubmitting me to this cruel man, I 
will never Conſent to merit” my Mitfortunes by my Adi- 
ons ; though my forlorn hap bath marry:d4 me to him, it 
ſhall never match me to bis Crimes : I would not be ſ6 
ingrateful tothe goodneſi of Heaven, that is ever ſend- 
ing Comfort to my Miſeries ; nor ſo unworthy of your eſti= 
mation, For my ſake, Tyridates, confider theſe Truths, 
ſince they are repreſented with as muah Mildneſi, as 
much Aﬀet@iion as I can keep for you with Reaſons leave: 
Call up the greatneſi of your Courage, to give & brave aſ- 
ſault upon your ſelf, and propoſe this rutnous Paſſion to 
your thoughts 4 an Enemy you ougbt to fear, as an Enemy 
that would deſtroy you ; and probably me 100, _ you 
vanquiſh it. The Qu: ended with theſe words,which [ 
heard with admiration : and during the diſcourſe, 
having rally'd part of the confidence fear had ſcats 
ter*d, made it ſerve me toanſ{wer in theſe terms. 
«I am unworthy, Madam, of this Favour you 
© havegiven me: and ſince I have merited your dif- 
& pleaſure, *tis fit I ſhould periſh for the expiation, 
© rather than reſerve my (elf for ſuch a pity as you 
«« lately mentioned, nor ſhould my rongue ever ha- 
© zard a fecond purchaſe of your indignation, if 
© that generous bounty which keeps company with 
* the reſt of your admirable Virtnes did nor allow 
«© 156 


50 Hymen'S Preludia: Part.1. 
« me liberty to juſtifie my thoughts before you. I 
© will adventure then to cell you,. That love (as I 
« apprehendit) can neither be odtous nor contide- 
© rable tothe perſon beloved, bur by the effects it 
« produceth,ſince of it ſelt it is obliging and advan- 
© rageous,event to Creatures leaſt capable of appre- 
SC henſfion : if my paſſion had hatched any Detire 
© within me contrary to your virtue, you might de- 
< reſt itas a Criminal,as an Enemy that would poi- 
<« ſon the purity of your Soul: But if it ſhall never 
© inſpire any other than ſuch as ſhall inſtru& me to 
© rezere thoſe admirable Qualities the Gods have 
< given you,to intereſt my (elf in your fortune, &Sa- 
© crifice my ſelf for your interslts; where will you 
« find a juſt occafton tocondemn ir. ? Is it a Crime 
« for Tyridates to do the homage of a pure venerati- 
© on to the divine beauties & Perfefions of Mari- 
&« ame? Is it a Crime for Tyridates to give up all his 
£c.Ehoughts, & dedicate his whole time.to this Em- 
<« ployment? Andis it a Crime for Tyridates to long 
&« for an occalion,with the price of his Blood & Life, 
&« to buy Repoſe for Mariamne? Madam, if I have 0- 
<« therThoughcs,other Deſires than theſe,puniſh me 
&{ with all the rigor your firlt refentments inſpir'd 
© you with ; and let the Divine Powers joyn with 
« yours.to compleat me the moſt miſerable of all 
& men, But if you find in my afteQ&ion all theinno- 
£ cence Fou require; in the Gods name, Madam,give 
«me leaveto carry it to my Tomb ; itis a necellity 
«which will never endure to be diſpens'd withga fa- 
& your which I conjure you by the reniembrance of 
« 4} that you hold moſt dear,ro grant me: And ifthe 
& place were clear'd of witnefſes,that Imight be per- 
© mitced 
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© mitted to ask it at your feet; I would never rife 
« from thence till I had obtained it. | 

Theſe words,and the vehemence wherewith I pro- 
nounced them, wrought upon the generous and ten- 
der ſpirit of the Queen,and ſtirred up ſuch thoughts - 
as took her ſome time before ſhe conld get them out 
into anſwer ; at length ſhe diſpos'd her ſelf co it ; 
and as ſhe was beginning,we found our ſelves at the 
end of an Ally,where turning to continue our walk, 
we ſpied Salome and the reit of the company fo near 
us, as the Queen ſaw ſhe ſhould not have time to diſ- 
charge her heart , and ſeeing. her company ftaid to 
let us paſs, before we quicted the place ſhe thus re- 
ply'd: Tyridates, if your thoughts be ſuch as-you ſay, I 
Can finde no jut cauſe of offence : but were they yet more 
innocent , 1 muſt counſel you , and do with all my ſoul 
crave of you (rf it be p:ſfible ) to diſcard them from your 
Heart , ſince they Cannot be but ruinous to your Tepoſe 
and mine, 

She ſaid no more, and whether it were that ſhe 
was willing to purſue this diſcourſe no further , or 
that ſhe ſuſpe&ed the malicions (piric of Salome 
might probably raiſea bad comment upon our pri- 
vacy, ſhe joyn'd with the reft of the company , and 
would ſeparateno more. 

From this day I dateda happy change in my con- 
dition, and believed my eftate much more advanta- 
geous than formerly. The Queen (though ſhe diſ- 
approved my reſearch, and ſaw the continuance of 
it with diſpleaſure, yer) ſhe indur'd it with a moſt 
noble patience, that would neither ſuffer her to ba« 
niſh , nor hate a Prince who ador'd her with a De- 
votion ſo pure and unbyafſed, as nothing init could 
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be found fit to cenſure ; and never hoping to ad- 
vance farther in her favour,TI learn'd to ſtay my con- 
rent upon what I had. This began ta reſtore my ſpi- 
Tits, and recal my colour, and it my face ſtill (hew'd 
ſome Diſcontent, it had a root in the Queens miſe- 
ries and not mine. 

The condition of this great Princeſs was deplora- 
ble, and though the King loved her with an almoſt 
1magined paſſion, ſuch was her averſion to all the in- 
dearing paſſages of his Love , as She took them for 
{ſo many effe&s of Heavens indignation ; and though 
her vertuous reſolution held her to the ſevere rules 
of her duty, her great courage could not be pliable 
to ſuch-cqreſſes as the believ'd not due to the de- 
ſtroyer of her Family,and a man yet crimſon'd with 
the blood of her neereſt Kindred : theſe diſdains 
fometimes raiſeth ſuch tenipeſts in the King, as he 
was often ready to pour them upon her as the laſt 
effefts of his fury : but then would Love ſtep in to 
check Anger, and, taking the reins from choſe ra- 
ging Tranſports which he had ſuffer'd to get upper- 
molt, render'd him more ſoft and ſubmiſs than 
eger 3 and ſent him to ſeek that with Prayers and 
Tears, which he could not obtain with all his mena- 
ces. 
 Wewere one, day in the Kings Chamber , whi- 
therhe had invited the Queen : and they ſtanding 
together at a Window , atter ſome diſcourſe which 
we heard not,he proffer'd to kiſs her : bur the Queen 
( whether ſhe thought ſuch condeſcenfion injurious 
to Modeſty in ſo great a Company , or , in. effe&, 
followed the motions of a juft Hatred) recoil'd ſome 
ſteps back, and turn'd away her head with diſdain 

cnough 
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enough. The King was ſo galled with this AQton, 
eſpecially appearing before ſo many Witnefles , . as 
all the power he could make was not capable co hide 
his Paflion ; and beholding the Queen with eyes 
ſparkling with rage , anda Countenance on which 
- fury had ſpread it (elf ; Tou are unworthy , ſaid he, 
byth of the Honour was offer'd you, and all thoſe that 
went before it : G», get you out of my Chamber, and if 
you do not remember the deftiny of your Fathers, remem- 
ber that I promiſe to make you know him for your King, 
Whom you now ſcorn to acknowledge for your Husband. 
The Queen return'd no other anſwer to theſe cruel 
words than a diſdainful look, which more provok*'d 
him, and ſaluting the Company, without change of 
Countenance, quicted, the Chamber to retire to her 
own. The Kings Choler {which had often produ- 
ced horrid effets ) made the whole Company 
cremble, only in me it miſſed that influence ; for,all 
the prudence and diſcretion I could make,had much 
adoto hinder my diſcontent from breaking looſe, 
and it was the confideration I had for the Queen, 
and not my ſelf that bridledit, Yet not in ſuch a 
manner, but when I (aw che Queen retire, I haſted 
after , and offer'd my hand to lead her to her lodg- 
» 1ng:But,as her ſpirit was leſs diſtemper'd than mine, 
and had therefore more judgement at the Stern, to 

| png how much the Civility I proffter'd mighr 
diſpleaſe Herod,and deeply endanger me, ſhe refuſed 
it; and having no time to explain her thoughts,ſhe 
only made me a (ign with her Eyeto retire. T came 
back again te the King wich much regret , whom 
I had indeed diſpleaſed with this a&ion , bur it 
was otherwiſe taken from me than tt would bave 
E 3 been 
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been from any one of his own Subje&s;hethundred 
ſtill againſt the Queen in moſt bitter terms, but ſee- 
ing (that without unmacking my inclinations ) it 
was in vain toſpeakin her defence, with much con= 
ſtraine, T filently keard all his injurious Language : 
a few dayes after he was appeaſed by the powerful 
aſcendant the Queen had upon his Spirit, but he 
quickly relapſed again , and their whole life was 
noughe elſe but that continual Diforder which uſu- 
ally refults from the Incompatibility of Vice and 
Vertue. | 
In the mean time Salome had given ſo many cleer 
proofs of her AﬀeCjon, as I could ſcarce any longer 
perſonate an ignorance 3 and though {he had ftill 
rhe power to forbid her felfaygpen Declaration,yer 
ſhe had faid enough , and he Zaions had too well 
ſeconded her Diſcourſe to permit me to doubr it ; 
I had ſought all ways to eſcape this diſcovery ; and 
when I was perfeCttly aſſured of the truth , yet I 
dihembled it as much as was poſſible. Salome well 
judged by her own ations and mine, that I knew 
well enough what pinched her, and this coldnefle 
kindled in her ſuck a deſpight , as in any Spirit bur 
hers, would have been capable to have quenched 
Afﬀe@tion. 
We met one day at the houſe of Pheroras , whom 
F often vifited, and who at that time was indiſpoſed; 
afcer we had ſpent ſome time by the beds fide,Salome 
that longed to exchange ſome particular diſcourſe, 
invited me to walk with her into an adjoyning Gal- 
lery, pretending to ſhew me ſome Pifures ; I could 
not civilly avoid rhe ſnare, &, lending her my hand, 
I ted her thither, where we entertained ſome time in 
pers 
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peruſing the Pictures, wherein were repreſented th 
wolt memorable Events of the Jug prin .; q 
there the tſhewed me fo many admirabi=.4;. : ) 3 
mighr poſe the belict of all bur thoſe of cher. 
Religion. She pointed at ſome Captains , which A 
the midit of t heir Battels, wich their Prayers, ſtaid 
the courſe of che Sun,and gave a prodigious day to 
the Univerſe : of others that opened the flanks of 
the red-Sea for their Troops to paſs thorough, bur 
{he chiefly infifted upon the ations of David (the 
greateſt of their Kings) and upon thole of his Soh 
Selomon,which among them paſſed for a Miracle of 
Wiſdom ; and relating in order the life of that lat- 
cer, ſhe parcicularly itaid upon one Pifture that re- 
preſenced a deauridal Qu:that fell (o in love with the 
tame of Solomon's Vertues, as ſhe abandon'd her 
Realm,& ctravel*'d a valt tra of land to vilic him. 
Salome took occaiion to aſſault me with this Hi- 
ſtory, having compris'd it ina few words : This 
Prince, continned ſhe, was the wiſe/t of all men,and yet 
diſdain'd not the affections of a-Princeſi that Iovd bim, 
but requited her with bis, to the ſatisfaciion of all her de- 
fires. At theſe words Salome (though in a little con- 
fuſion )beheld me with a fixed eie,und by that aftion 
obliged me to anſwer her. Jt was but jujt, ſaid I,that a 
King ſo vertuous as you have ſpoken him, ſhould be flex- 
ible to ſo fair a _ , that-bad forſaken ber eſtate ts 
expoſe her (elf tothe hazard andiuconvenzente of a long 
Voyage to ſee bim; thy enterpriſe was ſs conſiderable in 
the perſon of @ great Princeſi,ass Solomon could not bave 
been juſt (as you bave repreſented him) had he uſed her 
ingratefully, Tou bave ſaid enough to convince your ſelf, 
ſaid Salome, & if theſe be your _ thougbts,you ſhould 
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do well to conſider what you owe to Princeſſes, who ("tis 
true) have neither abandoned Realms, nor traverſed 
Provinces to ſee you ; but bave abandoned for your ſaks 4 
Liberty more dear than Empires, and trampled upon ob= 
fracles more difficult to ſurmount,thax the incommodities 
of a Voyage. 
— This diſcourſe, which I had alwaies feared, put me 
to trouble paſt all diflembling ; and ſeeing my ſelf 
obliged co reply : © I am too unfortunate,ſaid I, to 


& believe that ought can appear in the Miſeries of - 


* my life, but ſubje&s of Compaſſion; the affeions 
5 of Princeſles will doubtleſs find obje&s more wor- 
<« thy of themſelves; & I am too far from imagining 
* chara Wretch exiled from his Country, perſecu- 
© ted by his King, that hath no retreat upon earth, 
*© but what he owes for tothe King your Brothers 
* bounty,ſhould triumph over thoſe precious Liber 
© ties,which are doubtleſs reſerv'd for Perſons more 
* happy,& for ſuch as by the loſs of their own,with 
© along ſucceſſion of faithful ſervice, have deſerv*d 
**rhem. Thoſe that have bought them at a lower 
© rate, ſaid Salome, are more obliged than ſuch as 
*© paid for them withPains, Blood,8& years of Service, 
© and without extreme ingratitude , they cannot 
*© prefer thoſe things that have been dearly (old, to 
*© {uch as have been liberally given them. You are 
** of this number Tyridates; you evade thenotice of 
© Obligations, that you may fly occaſions of requi- 
f© cal; you arc better eſteem'd in Herod's Court than 
© you defire to be,8& the Misfortunes of your life are 
* there leſs conſidered than the qualities of your 
© Perſon: You know this for truth,though you force 
fea cunning igtorance todiſguiſeit ; You - ro0 
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& clear-ſ{ighted, not to percetve it by a thouſand a- 
« &ions;anU as manyDiſcourſes,which haye but rog 
<« plainly declar'd it. But diſdain cloſes your «jg aq 
5 ears; & none but ſuch a Soul as that you play. 
« Tyrant with, but wouldturn edge at your negle&, 
c yet ſhe hath perſevered many years in the ſame 
& ardor,& with much ſatisfaftion would ſo continue 
6 her wholelife time,if you would let her hope that 
&« ſuch a conſtancy ſhould not go unrewarded. 
While Salome pronounced .theſe words, her cies 
let fall their looks upon the earth with all the figns 
of ſhame, which ſhe was not able to diſſemble : and 
indeed how ſhould ſhe , when my ſelf was fo aſha- 
med in her behalf, as I hada harder task to hide 
it from her, than to find words to anſwer her : 
Madam, ſaid I, (after I had a while kept filence) 
till now my Soul bath been ſo chain'd to the conſidera- 
tion of my Miſeries , as it hath not been Capable of 0+ 
ther thoughts: and I have found ſo little appearance, 
nay , ſo little reaſon in what you have done me the bonour 
to let me know, as it could never have enter'd my ima= 
gination : *Tis this that muſt anſwer for the faults I 
committed ; aud not a diſdain, which never grew in 
my Nature; and which I ſhould but pradtife unhand- 
ſomely. The Gods have not given me thoſe advant agious 
qualities to look, up at @ Fortune ſo little thoughtof 3 
and though it ſhould offer it ſelf indeed to my Arms, in 
this wretched condition, whereto my Miſeries baveredu=- 
ced me, I think I ſhoald not bave power to taſt it, Salome 
(who could no longer doubt, but that her love was 
perfe@ly diſcovered) found my words, and the a» 
&ion wherewith I pronounc'd them, ſo diſobliging, 
that (if it had been poſſible) that very moment = 
Would 
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would have thrown it off : however ſhe would no 
further advance a Parly, the beginning of which 
raught her to hope for little ſatisfattion in the ſe» 
quel; and tuyning back to Pherorgss his Chamber, 
in a faſhion that ſhewed the marks of Spite: Ov! 
Well Tyridates, faid ſhe, your perplexities ſhall no 
more be redoubled by a Diſcourſe ſo diſobliging : and 
ſince you are oppreit with Aﬀettion, there ſhall be care 
Faken to free you of that importunity. 

As ſhe finiſhed theſe words, weenter'd the Cham- 
ber of Pberoras,, which ſtop'd my anſwer ; and lhe 
was ſoovercome with anger, as all the time we? itaid 
together, the would neither vouchſate to ſpeak or 
look upon me. Since that day I began to underſtand 
her diſpoſition , of which I had already a very evil 
opinion: and at my next conferrence with the.Qu: 
I had not power to conceal Salome's Folly, willing 
to prepoſie(s her Spirit by a true relation , leſt rhe 
malicious Creature ſhould render me ſome evil Of- 
fice with her. This relation provoked the Queens 
Vertueto expreſs more contempt and aver{ion for 
Salomethan ever: which, after ſhe had witneſſed 
by ſome words ſhe ler fall againft her : © Tyridates, 
<« ſaid ſhe ſmiling , are you ſo cruel then to Ladies 
© chat love you? & a litcle after(puctring on a more 
<« {erious look, ) if you open theſe eies to reaſon, 
£ which paſſion has thurt up,you will ſoon perceive, 
& that God doth puniſh your unjuſt Aﬀe&ion with 
- * another,which your ſelf diſapproves ; and if Sa- 
 Jome ( being Married)cannot hatch ſuch detires 8 
** not be wicked, ſure I that am in the ſame eſtate, 
and having a King tomy Husband, cannot coun- 


© tenance yours without incurring the ſame fin you 
COl- 
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* condemn in Salome, Ah! Madam, ſaid T, what a 
<« vaſt difference1s there betwixc ſuffering an Aﬀes- 
<& jon pure and innocent, as mine,and perſecnting 
<.with a vicious Paſſion, a perſon that loaths it ! And 
« if ever my adoration ſhall oblige you to let fall a- 
c« ny particular favour upon me, how well, may Sa- 
& [ome ſerve to excuſe it ? and then how. little rea- 
cc ſon you haveto conlider a man which hath more 
<© right ro the title of Cruel-Enemy than that of 
&« Husband ? I have often told you, reply'd the Queen, 
« That you ought not to ground any hope upon 
c« that conlideration : nay , though I were releaſed 
&« of all which is due to Herod, yer I ſhall never for- 
& get what I owe to my (elf, Wich ſuch anſwers as 
theſe, the Queen ſtill gefitly confuted me ; and in 
theſe pleaſing liberties of Diſcourſe were ſtor'd my 
belt advantages : While this life laſted, I was but too 
happy 3 for my hopes had ſuch weak encouragement 
to aſpire at better fortune from ſuch a Vertue as 
Mariamne's , as I did my beſt to bound my contentc 
in what ] had. 

The neceflity I had of the aid of Sobemus made me. 
open my heart unto him : Beſides by ſome Preſents 
I had gain'd Philo the Queens Eunuch, and Cleophe, 
whom, of all her Maids, the moſt truſted : theſe per- 


ſons (though the Queen knew ic not) befriended me 


with cheir beſt induttry, and I had no hard task to 
get ſome conhdence among them , becauſe I knew 
the whole Family dereſted the King : Yet che Queen 
was ignorant of my influence upon her Peeple 3 
which had ſhe known, ſhe would never have ſuffer'd. 
She avoided all occaſions ( as much as poflible ) of 
being alone with me : and when (he could not ſhun 

ity 
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it , ſhe kept me in ſuch awe to diſfpleaſe, as I had 
ſcarce the daring to open my mouth : yet ſometimes 
I broke theſe chains, and calling that commiſerati- 
on to my ſuccour which ſhe ever had ready for my 
miſeries 3 me-thought I taſted moſt delicious com - 
fort54n that very liberty of ſpeaking ; but when 1 
preſumed, upon a large priviledge , to take a kifſe 
from her hand, ſhe would cake ſuch an anger into 
her looks, as carried me to the extremities of grief 
and repentance, 

In the mean time, if the circumſpeQion which I 
carryed in all my aCtions deceived the eys of Herod 
and his Court ; Salome (as the moſt interefled , and 
therefore the moſt cleer-fighted of all others) find- 
ing little cauſe to attribute this contempt of mineto 
any thing but anticipation, ſet ſo much care & cun- 
| ning a work,to obſerve my looks, and ſpy out all my 
ations , as at laſt ſhe began to gather -part of the 
Truth ; but ſhe had not then time to enlarge her diſ- 
covery, becauſe Iſoon after parted from Feruſalem, 
and was oblig*d fora timeto leave the Queen upon 
an occaſion which I ſhall let you underſtand. 
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| ParT I. L1B.[T. 
ARGUMENT. 
Phraates upon the old quarrel , invadeth Judea with 
| 30000 Parthians , under the command of his Lieu- 
| tenant Barſapharnes 3; they ravage and. devaff the 
Country about Samaria. Tyridates i ſent Generel 
by Herod, with an Army to oppoſe them ; He ſends 
a brave defiance to Barſapharnes , which be ſtoutly 
| accepts. Barſapharnes z ſlain in the Fight , and his 
Army totally routed. Tyridates returns to ” gp tl 
lem, and is welcom'd by a general applauſe. Sa- 
| lome plots bz and Mariamne's ruine , by kindling 
jealouſie in Herods breai? , which enrages him to._« 
| reſolution of deifrozing Tyridates. Mariamne gives 
F him norice of it by a Letter, Arſanes fpils the Poy- 
| ſon as he was lifting it up to bis mouth. Tyridates, 
_ with bis Servants , attempting an eſcape by flight, 
| finde the Streets all blocked up with Soldiers ; they 
endeavour 10 Cut & paſſage with tbeir Swords , but 
oppreſs'd with a multitude, are forced to takg Sandu- 
ary in the Temple. The conteffation between Herod 
| #nd the Priefts about him, Socius, « Komen Senator, 
interpoſes , and threatens Herod ts & vonſent that 
| Tyridates 
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Tyridates might go ſafely out of his Territories ; He 
\W condutts him out of Jeruſalem. Tyridates returns 
, the ſame night in Aiſguiſe 3 by Sohcmus aid z ad- 
mitted to the Oneen , takes a paſionate leave of her, 
and quits Judea 3 gees to P.ome , and u honourably 
treated by Auguſtus : His Melancholy drives him from 
thence : He us caft upon the Shoar of Alexandria, 
and ſo finiſhes bis Story. Eteocles ( commanded by 
Candace, to acquaint him with her Fartunes ) begins 
with thoſe of Cleopatra ; her Deſcent , Beauty, an1 
rare qualities ; her Brother Ptoleme's vicious incli- 
_ nations 3 by the wicked alvice of his Counſellors he 
deſigns her ruine ; ſhe takes up Arms in her own de- 
| fence , is over-powr'd and beſieg'd by bim in Peluſi- 
um. Pompey flies to him for refuge after bis Pharſa- 
lian overthrow .,. and # baſely murdered by his Come 
mand. Czſar brings by vitorious Army into Egypt. 
Cleopatra petitions bis Protettion againit ber Bro- 
ther ; her condition kindles Pity, and her Perſox 
 Aﬀedion in Caſars Heart ; He reconciles them. 
Prolomie's treacherous intentions to murder Czfar ; 
being diſcovered , he flies to open Arms. The bloody 
Sea-fight betwixt them , wherein be is ſlain. Cz(ar 
Crowns Cleopatra Queen of Agypt , and privately 

_ marries her, 


AD H E barbarous Phraates ſeeing he 
could neither prevail with Herod, 
ro give me up into his hands,nor pur 

' me to death, which he had often 
ſolicited, and being otherwiſe his 

SIb<>T mortal Enemy , fent 30000 Parthj- 
pon his Frontiers, under the CRY of 

ar- 
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Barſapharnes, one of his Lientenants, and the very 
ſame that ſome years before had raken Hircanns 
and Phaſelws Priſoners. Barſapharnes did all the miſe 
chiefin Fudea that Hoſtility could exerciſe , and 
made all that ſtood in his way, without diftin&tion, 
feel his impartial Sword, Yet his march was nor 
kept ſo ſecret, but (before he enter'd Fudea, Herod 
(chat like a moſt prudent and vigilant Prince al- 
ways kept ſtore of Spies in pay)had a timely notice 
of it, which made him rally his Forces with ſuch dij- 
ligence,that before the Parthians had made any con- 
{iderable progreſs, he was grown ſtrong enough to 
oppoſe them:He would gladly have marched in Per- 
ſon,bur miſtruſt(the ordinary companion of Tyran- 
ny )made him fear ſome palpitations in the heart of 
his Eſtate,if abſentedhimſelf:and therefore refoly*d 
to ſend one of his Lieutenants. I had too much in- 
terelt in this War, not toſeck the imployment ;z and 
all th&regrec I ſuffer'd to leave Martammne, was ſwal- 
low*d with the greedy deſire of glory and vens- 
geance, which drew me at the feet of Herod, toask 
the condudtt of his Army: He was very well ſatisfied 
with what I had already done in his Service ; and 
- weighing the propriety I had both in the Motive 8& 
Suece(s of that War, he concluded he could not 
put his Forces into better hands than mine ;z and 
therefore freely beftow'd the command upon me. 
So ſoon as my equipage was ready,l difpoſed my 
ſelf to part from that place where | lefr che berrer 
yrongef| my Soul. The Queen (whocould not tidte 
me, though my Paſſion fti}] perplex't her) was well 
pleaſed to hear the King had given me this imploy= 
ment,and told me in moſt obliging terms, Shethad 
an 
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an opinion that I would bring homea fair encreaſe 
of Honour: But when at the Even of my departure 
I entreated ſhe would grant me a particular audis 
ence,& permit me to take leave of her in her Cham- 
be”, without any other witneſſes but thoſe we ſuſ- 
efted not; ſhe was deaf to my Prayer,and afcer ſhe 
had begun with ſome ſharp words, roſhew me how 
much the requeſt diſpleafed her: No Tyridates(pur- 
ſued ſhe with a milder look) this conference i not ne- 
ceſſary ; I know already all you would ſay; mor are you 
ignorant of what I have to anſwer you ; Caſhier theſe un - 
Juſt deſires, if is be poſſible ; and believe it, if @ high e= 
Feem of your Vertues, and a thouſand wiſhes for your 
Happineſs may requite your affedions, you ſhall never 

bave Cauſe to call me ungrateful 
Though theſe words were perfe&ly innocent, yet 
the Queen fear'd they betray'd too much Favour, 
ana could not let them go without a bluſh, wherein 
I read ſo much ravifhing ſweetneſs, and fancied 
ſuch advantages for my ſelf, that I found nothing 
in my condition that might patronize Confplaint.l 
did all that was poſſible to obtain leave to write to 
her : Act firſt ſhe return'd me a mild refuſal, but in 
fine,ſhe abſolutely forbad me any further Importu- 
nity : I ſubmitted to hee withour repining 3 & being 
conſtrain'd to take leave of her in the preſence of 
the King and the chief Conrtiers,l rendred the ſame 
reſpefts to Salome, who was then in the preſence,by 
this means avoiding atroubleſom diſcourſe,in which 
a particular farewel might probably have engaged 
me. She well underſtood my intention, and adding 
this to her former quarrel, ſhe could not keep her 
ſpice from breaking into her looks : but _—_ . 
OW C 
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bow'd co ſslute herafter the Fewiſs mode, ſhe lifred 
up her head, and thus whiſper'd as low as was pof- 
ible, Signtor Tyridates, your carriage is fatr , but 
ſomewhat 4angerons. Thad no time to reply to this, 
and indeed it had pur me into ſo much diſorder,that 
L ſhonld hardly have found our fic words for an 
anſwer, and this ſhe underſtood ſo plainly by my 
looks, as it powerfully ſerved to confirm her ſuf- 
PItiOn. 

Thus I parted from Hieruſalem , and putting mp 
ſelf inthe Head of the Army , which attended my 
coming, we marched - towards Samaris, where 
Barſapharnes had made ſome progreſs, and already 
burnt ſome Villages, with ſome little Cicies, that 
were notable to make reſiſtance. Madam, I ſuppoſe 
you willing to lcarn the events of this War in a few 
words, I thall endeavour therefore to concratt a 
Narration that may ſound too harſh for your tender 
Ears, and only tell you that I advanced by great 
Marches towards Barſapbarnes, and being arriv'd 
within two daies March of the place where his Ar- 
my was encamped, [ſent to offer him Battel,and to 


- . let him know that Tyridates himſelf had brought his 


Head inco the Field ; and if he could get the good 
will of Viory , he ſhould reap that defired fruit 
of his enterpriſe , with the entire ſatisfa&ion of his 
Matter. 

Barſapharnes (who was eſpouſed to the cruel diſ- 
pohtion'of his King ) gladly accepted che Battel ; 
and (truſting in the Parthian valour) quitted his 
quarters to advance towards ours, Upon the ſecond 
day, the Armies came in view, and both being 
ranged with as much care as we were capable to car- 


fy 
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ry, there began a moſt cruel and bloody Battel : 
the Parthians were doubtleſs much better Soldiers 
than the Fews, and their numbers full as great as 
ours; But che Gods favour'd the Juſtice of my caufe, 
and we ſo happily made good our choice of ſome 
local advanrages,as after an obſtinate diſpute,which 


colt us 5 or 6000 lives, Vitory came and lighted' 


upon our Banners. The hatred which the Fews bare 
to the Parthians , made it more bloody than I aeſi- 
red ; and though the unnatural Phraates had deeply 
provoked me, yet inthe purſuic I us'd all the power 
I had to fparethe Parthian bloud, and to draw thoſe 
out of the Victor's hands that had not yet felt their 
fury. A Few preſented me the Head of Baerſaphar- 
es, and though the view at the ſame time gave me 
horrour and compaſſion, yec I thought it fit to ſend 
It to the King of Parthia, in ſtead of that which he 
demanded, and to let him know by that preſent in 
what manner was likely to defend mine againſt his 
inhuman purſuits. The Priſoners I ſent freely home 
again, by this gentle uſag,cobliging them to deteſt 
the cruelty of their King; and after we had repair'd 
the damages the Parthians had made upon ws dg 
tier,and pur the Fortreſſes there in a better condi- 
tion of reſiſtance, 1 criumphantly return'd to Hie- 
Tuſelem , where I was receiv'd by the people with 
great acclamation , by Herod- with extraordinary 
Carefſes,and my fair Queen bade me welcome,with 
anaſpe& that afſur*d me, the imporcunity ſhe'recei- 
ved from my paſſion, could not wipe out her inte- 

reft in my ſucceſs. 
But Oh! the pride of my Content! when I learn'd 
from her fair mouth, that ſhe had — 
car 
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fear for the hazard of my life, what could I dozttay, 
whac acknowledgement might my thoughts be ca- 
pableto fathom , that might ſuit with the effe&s of 
tuch a bounty ? This put me in poſſeſſion of the moſt 
glorious eſtate that my reaſon would let me wiſh 
forz and though the Divine Mariamne was neither 
able, nor willing to bow her Soul to any ſentiments 
which ſhe judged unjuſt and criminal, yet ſhe let me 
have as much eſtimation and affe&ion as Innocence 
could part with. All choſe ( co whom either good 
fortune, or a long perſeverance had given an entire 
poſſetlion of what they lov*d) could nor boaſt ſo dear 
a ſatisfaftion as mine; nor could I fancy ſo much 
glory and happineſs in having the rareſt beauties of 
the World at my feet, as I found in o—_ robe 
of Mariamne ; I ſay her robe ; for I never kifſed her 
hand, bur by ſurprizal , and when I took that Li- 
cence, it colt me the pains of many days to expliate 
the boldneſs. 
Tae different «fte&s of my paſſion , produced as 
* Mally varieties in her; ſometimes ſhe laughed at the 
* extravagances which the violence of it forced from 
me, but the Cruelty of my ſufferings ſtill made her 
concinde with Pity. Indeed the would take up an 
earneſt anger, when any word chanced to ſcape my 
mourh , that the thought ſavour'd of Impiety ; for 
the ſevericy of her Religion , which acknowledged 
but one Deity, would not permit metoattribute any 
thing Divine unto her : but when I did, ſhe would 
uſe all the Authority the had co command me fi» 
\ lence, ; 
I received her words as I would do Oracles ; for 
* ſhe never ſpake any thing but what deſery'danentire 
PF 2 Kt - 
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attention,and an eternal memory. © Tyridates ſaid 


« ſhe, one day to me , how commendable it would ber 
<in you, and how much you might obiige me for 


& my ſake and your own, to recover your felt of this 


& diftemyer, which muſt be facalto one of us , and 
& polkblc may betray us both to deftruttion ; I f::t- 
<« fer'd the beginning of it with an Indulgence 
© which cannot be excus'd , and "tis that hath ren- 
& der'd me guilty both of your misfortunes & your 
<« faulcs : Employ the tame courage wherewith you 
© vanquith'd Fudea's Enemies, to combat this Do- 
« meſtick Foe. I know you have vertue enough for 
c« the delign if you would uſe it, try but to oppole 
« 1t With ail the forces of your realon, and you will 
& carry an undoubted victory , im which both youu 
« and I fhall find our perfe& repoſe and (atisfattion. 
&« T have yet by the grace of my God led my life 1n 
£ Innocence, and taken no licence from tne proyo- 


« cations of Herod to commit any a& unworthy of 


& my birth; do not delire, 7 yridates, to blemil? hat 
«© in me Which you prize lnghett, becauſe 'ris unde- 
« fil'd;to dropa blot upon my tame, which can ne- 
<« yer be waſhed off again ; it you have yet blinded 
© the eies of Herod, do not dim your own With 8 


<« hope of the ſame tucceis for the future. Salome 


«hath an intereſt that will ſet ſpies upon all your 
<« ations, and ſoon diicover enough to rume vor, 


” 


« and if that cruel Woman doth neither {pare the - 


& cleareRinnocence,nor the nearelt ail;ance,'tts but 
© Juſt you ſhould fear her as a Stranger, and a man 

© who in her opinion is already culpable. 
The fair Zxeen utrered theſc words with a grace 
*#holly Divine : but alas ! they found little inclina- 
(iO! 
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tion 1n me to be {o wrought upon , for what infly* 
ence could ſhe hope upon @ {pirit that tad refery*d 


: no power to di{pole ot it felf, that could refenc no- 
: ching in thoſe ſweet words but what redoubVa che 
i paiton they diflwaded, and render'd it incapable of 
char rigorous complaiſance the demanded, | fnewe:; 
£ her this weakneis of mine i 4$ paitionate ani fub- 
- militve exprethions as my love could ucter , proteit- 
= ed haw impotible it was to obey her, ana torgor 
2 nothing thar I thoughe mighe ſtir her goodnefte : 
® I ſay her goodnefs, for upon thet only 1 buiit all my 
# fortune. 
” But { had roved too much ina Caln, too lons bce 
- ITed tiny unfortunate birth, andthe Seience of rhofe 
; Altrologers that condemned me oo fo many m:sfor- 
'"_ tnnes; tillthen 1 hadfo warily kept my paſiion i= 
der hatches, as the King (though of a molt diflilent 
I _nacure.?) had nor yer perceive it : but Selswe than 
wo” ſurvey'd my aions w:th more Gehtgn than all the 
0" reſt, whoof her ſelf was one of the ſubtil-& \Wo- 
= men in the World, at frtt tuſpetec, and in the end 
© by divers marks diſcovered che truch of ic. Of this 
© ſhegave me ſome incellizence by che words the tec 
ed fallar my departure for the Army ; and though chey 
| *, ſenſibly ronched 2nd taught me to carry more care 
| E in my behaviour for the tucure to leflen her Pulnitt eo 
"ton, vet all thoſe endeavours prov'duntuictul,g the 
Ki ArtiaceI employ'd to diſguiſe my afte&ion (which 
is mall ikehhood would have gotten credir in any 
DuL foul but Salome's) in her produced an etfe&ion quite 
1 contrary, & confirm'sd her in that miſchievous belief 
the had already entertain'd : when this was 1c» 
_ eſtabliſhed in her head , Spight came and joy": {© 
aut E 4 Viglentiy 
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violently with ir, that in a ſhort time I think Hatred 
flam'd higher in her heart than ever Love had done: 
the Queen ſhe always mortally hated, as well out of 
envy of her admirable qualities , which had infpir'd 
all others with Love and'veneration, as ſome diſdain 
ſhe apprehended in that great Princeſs, who indeed 
could not ſo debaſe her ſpirit to ſmile on ſuch as the 
deem'd unworthy of affability : Befides her power 
was too great with the King, and Salome that aim'd 
to be uttermoſt in his favour, was ſtung with diſcon- 
cent at the Dueens authority, 

With theſe conſiderations ſhe mingled her Jealou-« 
fie , which ſtirr'd up ſuch impetuous ftorms in her 
brelt, as made it capable of the fouleſt Treafons and 
blackeſt Crimes;and,if ſhe hardly endured her diſre- 
ſpect and authority, the could not look upon her as 
a Rival without reſolving her ruine, and with her to 
deſtroy that, which a tew dayes before her afteCtion 
had ſet at (o high a value, 

This change may appear ſtrange unto you 3 but 
it was ſortrue , that the no ſooner believ*d me amo- 
rYous of Mariamne, but that Love, with which ſhe 
had before perplexed me, was converted intoſuch 
a Hatred, as render'd her apt to entertain molt vio- 
lent reſolutions, and ſet her prefently a hatching 
a deſign toinvolve me in the miſchiefs ſhe prepar'd 
for that innocent Princeſs;ſhe was ſo well acquaint- 
ed with the King her Brothers ſpirit, as ſhe knew ic 
co be of the ſame temper with her own, and there- 
fore doubted not but ro make the leaſt impreffions 
ſhe ſhould give him , powerfui enough to deſtroy 
us. By this way, as the molt aſſured and the leatt 
dangerous, ſhe reſoly'd our ruine, and began - la- 
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bour ic with all the (ubtilty that ter malice could 
invent : ſhe firſt began to obſerve the long tay I 
made in F#dea, notwithftanding thar I might elſe- 
where find San&uaries of more aſſurance, and that 
the Emperor Augu/tzs ( an enemy to the King of 
Parthia ) hadinvited me to Rome, and offer'd me a 
peaceable retreat there with all ſorts of ſuccours a= 
gainſt Phreates: (he ſhew*d him how it diſagreed with 
reaſon, that I ſhould diflain ſuch advantagious of- 
fers to be ſupported by the Maiters of the Earth,if I 
had not ſome powerful tye in Fades, Then with- 
out unmasking her delign,the made him curtoully ro 
mark my aGions, defired him often to obſerve my 
face when I entered the Queens Chamyver, to cake 
notice of my Sighs, my pailionate looks, with di- 
vers paſſages, in which a violent Love cannot bely 
it ſelf to the eics of intereſſed perions that will care- 
fully ſurvey them. Theſe things in a ſhort time 
wrought upon Herod's (pirit,and(as none was more 
renderly ſenſible and impatient in that reſpect than 
he) I ſhould ſoon have felt his fury if he had not 
been reſtrain*d by divers confiderations. 

Beſides the hatred which he bare to Phraates, and 
the ſervices I had render'd to his Crown , he con- 
ſider'd me as one proteCted by Auguſtus , who had 
oft writto him in my favour, and expreſs'd a parti- 
cular care of me : this dexterous and politick King 
dilembled his firſt reſentments, only he made 
known to Salomea part of his ſuſpicion, and when 
that malicious waſp perceiv'd ſhe had made way for 
her intention , and half crain'd the King to her de- 
ign, ſhe negle&ed no time toſtrike the blow as ſhe 


had premidicated, 
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Sir, {aid ſhe one day to him, I am conſtrain'd to 
declare that which(till now) che care I cheriſhed for 
the quict of your Family made me conceal ; but the 
peace of your mind being yet more dear to me, 
hath overcome all choſe con{iderations, that made 
me diſlemble my thoughts. Seek no further for the 
cauſe of Mariaxine*s diſdain , her averiion doth not 
{pring from a relentment for che Death of her kin- 
dred; for were the not prevented by another pal- 
ffon,the proofs of yourlove mult needs have ſofr- 
ned hier : That Rock fo infcniible ro your Careſles, 
15 not {0 unrelenting toorhers, for chat Parthianchar 
eolds his (ajety of your Charicy,docs doubilefs tove 
her with better luck than you; 1 heave difcover”d 
their intelligence by divers marks, and whatever 
carethey took ril now to diſciuile ity their paſſion 
hath ſo blinded them, that they have lott all power 
to diflemble it, and I fear at l1akt the whole Courr 
will perceive it with ſcandal], I firugled hard beiore 
I could reiolvewith my felfco reveal this to you,and 
E ſhould have been willing at the price of my bloud 
to have ſhun'd the occaiion of it without betraying 
you; butac laſt Sir, my zeal for your Intereſts, and 
my indignation at the Queen's ingratitude, have 
vanquiſhed thofe reaſons that would injoin me 
ſilence. 

While Salome ſpake, the King accompanied: her 
Diſcourſe with many fighs, and (wallowed at dee 
draughts the poiſon the had prepar'd him ; this MM. 
information wanted lictle of tranſporting him to 
ſome fatal aftion : But, as he hal ſhewn much 
power upen himſelf in divers encounters , he 
chen Maiter'd theſe firk motions , and gu de- 
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firous to diſcover further, before he enterpriz'd 
things that might bring him ſuch di{pleaiing eonſe-. 
quences. For this reaſon, fuppreting his apprehen- 
{ions as much as pothble : Sitter, ſaid he to Sa- 
lome , lam obliged to you for the advice you have 
Civen me , and doubt not bur it parts from the af« 
ſ{:&ion you bare me, Ihave already had ſuſpiti- 
ons contorm'd to your belief; but they were nor fo 
ſtrongly grounded to ieite v bolly upon my Judge- 
ment ; beſiles, I have underitood the Queen's ver- 
cues by {o many proofs,a3 [ found it hard to believe 
that her aver{jon ro me could urge her, to the vio- 
zation of her duty : Yet now [begin tolean co your 
opinions, and with you to judge 1t almolt impollible 
that a thouſund ardent proofs of my affe&ion 
ſhould not eftace the Queens reſentments, nor {0 
much as fofcen her rocky heart, if (ſh- had not given 
itco another, I love her bur too well, continu'd he 
with a ftgh, tootoo well I love that ingrarefull wo- 
man, and though ihe unworthily abuſes my love, 
yet I cannot choole but love her, He ſtop'dar theſe 
words, walked up and down the Chamber with an 
action that expreit his cranſport and irreſolution, 
wherein Salome might read,that her plot had not ill 
ſucceeded. 

Ah !-Tyridates cry'd he, afcer ſome {ilence , doſt 
thou thus requite the protection and reiuge I have 
viven thee ? doft thou not fear to find that in my juſt 
anger which thou haſt avoided by my afliitance ? 
had I deſerv'd to have felt thy indignation, couldſt 
thou not- have galled me in a parc leſs ſenfble ? 
And canſt thou believe that a cruel Brother is 
more formidable than a jealous Husband , than a 
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affionate lover? he mingled theſe words with freſh 
Sighs , and again took ſome turns in the room ; 
then turning to Salome; © Siſter, ſaid he, before we 
<« enterpriſe any thing upon the advice you have gi- 
«yen, 'tis fir we inftru& our ſelves farther, for the 
« quality of Tyridates, back'd with the care that 
« Augnſtus rakes of his ſafety, preſcribes me much 
<« caution ; if you picaſe continue to improve your 
« diſcovery of the truth,and on my 1ide I ſhall rake 
<<ſuch care, as 1t ſhajl prove a very hard task for 
« them ſtill co abuſe me. 

This was the Diſcourſe between the King and Sa- 
lome , all which a while after I learn'd from So- 
hemws, who had been told it by an Officer of the 
Kings, bis mtimate Friend,that over-heard it in the 
Anti-chamber. 

From that day theſe two malicious ſpirits employ- 
ed all their care to obſerve my behaviour, & indeed 
I confeſs, that{what ever circumſpeCtion I endea» 
vour*d to carry,) many paflages {lip'd from me ca- 
pable ro undiſguiſe my paſſion to perſons {o power- 
fully concern'd; my Looks , Sighs, and change of 
Countenance often betrayed me,for before I under- 
Rood the Kings ſuſpition , Tbehav'd my ſelf with leſs 
prudence than I ſhould haveuſed, had Idiſtruſted 
it; the Queen was yet more narrowly fifted, and as 
that great Princeſs obſerved ſomething in me (if I 
may ſpeak it wich modeſty ) that gave mea better 
title of her eſteem than any of the Fews,and poſſibly 
feeling herſelf obliged to my perſevering reſpe&tu- 
ous paſſion, ſhe compell'd her ſelf to ſhew ſuch ap- 
prehenſjons of it, as reaſon told her were full of 


innocence, & treated me in publick with a counte- 
nance 
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nance capable to confirm the King in thoſe cruel 
impreflions Selome had given him. 

This Jealous Prince that ſaw not but with the 
troubled Eyes of his Suſpition , beheld all our aR&i- 
ons , as if every one had the Countenance of a Cri- 
minal ; the effe&s of the Queens goodneſs and civi- 
lity were interpreted for ſo many marks of her af- 
feftion , and thus he was ready every moment to a» 
bandon himſelf to ſuch a rage, as almoſt poſed all 
the prudence he could make ro tame it. I often mark- 
ed theſe changes both in his looks and his humour : 
and, though in the whole courſe of his life he had 
appear'd the molt dexterous diſſembler of all men , 
yer his raging jealoufie had (o weakned the power, 
which uſually held the reins of his paſſions, as he 
could not fo well contain himſelf , but I diſcover'd 
much coldneſs and change in the Diſcourſe and en- 
tertainment he made me ; indeed I ſhould have ap- 
prehended all cheſe things with ſach a Spirit as his, 
and doubtleſs had done fo, if that powerful love of 
Mariamne had not ſtifled that in my Soul, which na- 
cure places there for our proper fafety , and forc'd 
anegle& of all that care I ſhould have carried abour 
me for the preſervation of my life: The Queen per- 
ceiv*d this (which ſhe always ſuſpe&ed) as ſoon as I; 
and though her conſcience witnefledto her ſelf the 
innocence of her carriage , yet ſhe was defirous to 
avoid the danger the apprehended, by treating me 
with a more reſerv'd behaviour, if poſlible, than ſhe 
had done formerly. Iftudied ro a more ſpecious diſ- 
ſimulation, but it was too late, the Tempeſt was al- 
ready rifen , andat laſt made it ſelf known by moſt 
dangerous flaſhes. 

One 
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One day, the remembrance of which I muſt pre- 
ſerve as the moſt remarkable of my life , the very 
fame whereon the Fews celebrate thac which they 
call the Feait of Tabernacles, being defirous chrough 
curiolity (though of different Religion to affiit at 
their Ceremonies , Iaccompany'd the Kino to that 
famous Temple, which from the Name of its Foun- 
der, they call the Temple of Solomon, and which for 
Rickes and admirable ſtrufture may pals with more 
Jaſtice than that oi Diana ar Epheſuwe, or that of Fu- 
piter the Olrmpian , for one of the Worits wonders ; 
at firit che Ceremonies borrowed my attention, for 
methought they were very {pecious : bur in fine, no 
longer able to keep them oft , Icranfported all my 
thoughts to Afariamne , and with thofe tyed my 
cies to her face, with ſoattentive a regaru,as though 
Arfſanes , who ftood behind me, otten endeavour”d 
co call me to my felf, and made me mark in whar 
inanncr the King obterv'd me, I had much ado to 
retirethem for 2 few mo:nents, while the Sacrifice 
Jaſted, nor was I ignorant of the fault I committed, 
but I believe the Gods truck my Reaſon blind to pu- 
niſh my offence of afliſting at the Sacrifices of a 
Religion which was enemy to theirs : What ever the 
cauſe was, that was the day wherein the King aban- 
don'd himſelf to his Jealoufie , though pollible he 
had not yet determin'd upon the reſolution he was 
totake, Coming back trom the Temple, he went 
to vilitthe Queens lodging,full of furious rhoughtes, 
his face carried the Copy of hits troubled Soul, and 
his eres ſparkled Meſſages of Death : Yet they were 
no ſooner encountred by the Queens , but all their 
ftorms clear'd up, and thoſe Tempetis which Rage 
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hid rais'd againtt her,by that marvellous aſcendent 
the had upon, his Spirit,ci4 homage to the charms of 
her beauty,and grew calm tt a moment; of one ter= 
rible as a Lion,in a few minutes he became mild and 
tractabiezand inftead of uitering the threats he had 
prepar'd, his arfarmed Anger gave place to Kind- 
nets, which render'd his {pirit pliable co Carefſes and 
rlateeries, ; 

He made the Quren a diſcourſe full of Aﬀ- 
fegion , which the receiv*d with her uſual Modeſty : 
buc then ofiering to take ſome liberties with her, 
which he mighe have lawfully believ'd his due, 
if (by ſo many cruelties inflicted upon her and 
hers ) he had not violated the Rights, and loſt all 
thoſe advantages of which marriage had poffeſt him, 
that couragious Princeſs who could never tamely 
hide her reſentment in a diſguiſe,diſdainfully repulſt 
him. 

Herod, that was not ignorant of the true cauſe of 
this, chough he ſn{pected ochers , would not take 
a denyal from her ficit coldnels ; but perceiving ſhe 
reliſted with an invincible reſolution , and being no 
way able co obrain theſe favours from her which his 
deiires were greedy of, he recall'd that Choler that 
had ſo lately {hook him, and beholding her with 
Eyes that tparkled fury ; Ingrateful woman, ſaid he, 
do not longer think to abuſe me by thy fpecious preton- 
ces; but know I am not ignorant that it i the love of 
Tyridates, and not the memory of Hircanus, or Ari- 
ſtobulus that renders thee inflexible to thy Hucbands 
kindnefi. 

Though the ©veen had ever fear'd theſe things 
from Hersds humour, yet ſhe could not be te(s than 
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ſurpriz'd at this language,and appear'd as if ſhe had 
been ſtruck with a Thunderbolc ; her Tongue re- 
main'd mute, her Viſage chang'd Colour, and from 
the profound aſtoniſhment which Herod there ob- 
ſerv'd, hereceived cruel confirmations of his Tea- 
lous thoughts. This apprehenſion redoubled his fu- 
ry, and now not doubting bur the Queens powerful 
ſurprizal rofe from the reproaches of her Conſci- 
ence, and the ſhame or fear ſhe might have to ſee 
Pafhon diſcover'd , he gave himſelf up to the moſt 
furious tranſports that rage could inſpire, and had 
much ado ro keep it from committing outrage upon 
her perſon ; but he uptraided her with the moſt in- 
Jurious words that Choler could invent ; How now 
Traitreſſ, ſaid he , mui? I then be rob'd by a Baybari- 
an's witchcraft, of what js ouely due to my ſelf ? And 
thou, that wouldfi fain paſi for a 4emure Zelot, does it 
ſuit with the Law of God , cr the repute of the World, 
that thou findeft more ſweetneſi in the ſhameful embra- 
ces of an Infidel , than the Legitimate affeGiions of « 
Husband ? Ab |! diſloyal Woman, unworthy of a Love, 
which has preſerv'd thee in a rank, from whence tbou batt 
deſerv'd to fall with thy Family, a Love that hath. ex- 
pos'd me too, to the Contempt of my People z is it by theſe 
infamous paſſions thou makeit good thy claim to the Mac- 
chabean blood , of which thou hait ſo often boafted ? 
Thinkgf thou thoſe illuffrious Almoneans , with whoſe 
glory thou bait ſtill reproached me, ((hould tbey return 10 
the World ) could approve of the igneminious preference 
thou make of an exiled Parthian to a King, whowt the 
latefi of thy Anceftors gave thee fora Awband, or ra- 
ther who honovr'd thee with the Title of his Spouſe, when 
he might have uſed thee as his ſubjed 2 

He 
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He accompanied theſe words with a torrent of 
others more cruel and injurious ; during which the 
fair Queen, having had time ro reſtore her ſelf from 
her firſt aſtoniſhment, began to regard with all 
the aſſurance that innocence could give her ; and, 
neither able to render her ſpirit flexible ro his Flat- 
teries, nor her own juſtihcation, of which the be- 
liev'd him nnworthy, after he had given ſome truce 
to his inveQives : 5 Finiſh, ſaid ſhe, thou cruel man, 
&© finiſh thy rage, and believe that after the exerciſe 
© of ſo much brutiſh cruelty upon mine,thou mar'it 
& give it leave to let fall its laſteffe&s upon my (elf, 
&© there only remains the laſt part of it to be ated 
© upon me 3 for having had (by the murther of my 
© neareſt friends, by a miſerable Captivity,and the 
<& bloudy orders thou gaveſt for my own)my repoſe 
© {fooften tortur'd,there reſts no more bur to afvule 
© my honour,which by the favour of Heaven I have 
© till now defended from thy horrid perſecutions : 
© do tear that reputation, which hath maintain'd 
© it (elf pure and ſpotleſs in my misfortunes , and 
<< {till perſecute the Aſmonean memory by the ſhame 
© thou prepareſt for the laſt of irs Illuſtrious bloud, 
© which thou halt ſpilc (ſo brutiſhly ; hope not IL will 
* afferr my innocence, no, that account muſt only 
© be render*d to him chat knows it,and by his good- 
* nels will defend 1t againft the calumny of my 
« Enemies: believe all of the unfortunate Mar:- 
© amne, wherewith her envious detraftors have 
© infpir'd thee: Thy cruelties have given me but too 
© much cauſe to difpence with the juſtification 
© which I owe to him, whom Heaven in its anger 
« gave me fora Husband ; but do not involve ſueh 
perſons 
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<cperſonsin my miſery,as have no part inthe crime 
& thou 1impolett; and if thy rage demands a viftim 
*toappeaſe it, fcek no other than her whom chow 
© haſt caught to defire Death by rendring her Lit: 
© calamitous. 
Theſe laft words of the Qucen tranſported He- 
rod to the fartheſt degrees of fury : and now,more 
than believing the care ſhe cook of my juſtification, 
while ſhe difdain'd her own , could ſpring from no 
other root but that of Love,he concluded che proof 
clear enough to convince her; and not able fo far to 
over-rule this belief, to diffemble his incention ; Yes, 
perkdious Creature, cry'd he, I will credit all chat 
my etes and ears, and not the envious detraftors 
have told me; I will credit all that which will con- 
vince thee of the moſt ſhameful and the blacketſt 
of all I reaſons; and in fhne, believe that of thee, 
which thou wouidett 1 ſhould do, and diſdainelt ro 
diſavow : The carc thou takeſt of that ingratefu! 
wretch,which has ſo baſely betrayed me, to the pre- 
judice of thy own ſafety , ſhall ſuffice for his 
and thy Condemnation : the ruine of that thou 
holdeſt ſo dear {hall begin the puniſhment of thy 
diſloyairy, and the choyle of viftims due to my jutlt 
anger ſhall not beat thy diſpoſal; for before thou 
learneſt what I reſolve upon thy ſelf, prepare to 
know what [I ſhall execute upon the perſon of thy 
Adulterer. 
At theſe words he flung out of the Chamber,with 
a Countenance ſo furious, as thoſe that mec him in 
the paſſage could not behold him withouttrembling; 
Alas, how erroneous was the opinion he had of my 
fortune ? how remote was I from that Sovereign 
degree 
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degree of happineſs, and how worthy my condition 
had been of envy, had his ſuſpitions been erue, _ 
[1 the meantime | was at my Loiging ; wholly 
ignorant of what had paſſed at the Palace, and 
employed the reſt ofthat day upon my ordinary di- 
verſions. The hour of Supper being cove, | was 
ferv*d afcer the uſual manner,and fitting at the Ta- 
ble with ſome friends of the Court, which were come 
ro vilic me , we had done part of our cepatt; %aen, 
calling for Drink,one of the Kings Cup-vearz 5 that 
was accuſtom'd to ſerve me , .preſenred th2 Cup 
with a troubled look , and a diicompolſed Cornte- 
nance : I obſerved this change in his Viſage; bur 
made no refle&ion upon it , only contented my (elf 
to ask him if he was not well; and in the mean time 
caking the Cup from his hands, I was carrying ic 
tomy mouth , when Arſanesencter'd the Chamber, 
and haſtily running up co me, Jult as | couch'dthe 
Cup with my lips, he ruſh'd againſt my arm fo rude- 
ly, as he made me let fall the Cup, and fpill che Li- 
quor, part on the Table,aud part upon my Cloaths: 
this aftion of Arſanes was ſo little refpettful, char 
(knowing his difpoſicion, ) I concluded he had nor 
done it without ſome powerful motive : but he ſtaid 
not till I ſhould ask the reaion,and (deltirous to hide 
fs intent from thoſe were with me) Sir, ſaid he,T be- 
ſeech you to pardon the oftence iwhich my rath haſt 
made me commic , and be pleaſed to vouchſafe me 
the liberty of your ear for one moment. T his ſaid, 
he drew me by the Arm , with an action ſo earneſt, 
as I perceived he had ſome advice of importance 
to communicate : I roſe from the Table, making 
a bad excuſe to thoſe that ſnpp'd with me; and 
IF {g\- 


2) Hymen's Preludia. Part.1, 


followed Arſanes into my Cabinet , which he firſt 
entred. We wereno ſooner there, but, Sir, ſaid he, 
nothing but a ſpeedy flight can ſave your life, the 
Gods in good time conducted me hither to ſpill the 
poyſon was prepar'd you ; but if we fiay longer here, 
It will not be poſſible, with the ſame facility, ro pur 
by thoſe other dangers that menace you ; read this 
Note, which juſt now I received of the Queens chief 
Eunuch, it is written with her own hand ; and if the 
Gods conſent that we eſcape, tis to heralone you 
owe your ſafety : I was amaz'd at the words and a- 
Aions of Arſanes, and without reply to his Diſcourſe 
I cook the Letter, where I found theſe words writ- 
ten with the hand of my Divine Queen. 


— - — —— 


Mariamne to Prince Tyridates, 


TE E perill to which I expoſe my ſelf in writing to 
y0u, Cannet hinder an advice which I owe $0 your 
wertue, and the proofs of your affetizon. Tyridates, 
if it be poſſible ſave your ſelf , and ſtay no longer in a 


"place , where Poyſon aud Sword are employ'd to give you ).' 


Deati. 


I read over the Billet twice or thrice, kiſs'd thoſe 
amiable Charafers which that adorable hand had 
traced, and after the peruſal, I was much to feck, 
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whether the cruelty of Hered, that fought to deſtroy 1 
me, after he had given me ſhelter, or the goodnets. | 


of Mariamne , who took ſuch noble pains to pre- 
ſerve my life with the peril of her own, couch'd me 
deepeſt z 1 knew not to which of theſe relentments 
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my Soul was to give preheminence, buc I know well 
the death that was threatned could nor pu: on fo 
rudea ſhape, as that departure to which I ſaw my 
ſelf condemn'd by the hand of Marjamne. 

The grief I felt was too prodigious to be wrap'd in 
words, I ſtood a long time filent and immoveable, 
which Arſanes (who had ballanced the eſtace of my 
affairs ) diſapproving, after he had often urged me 
to reſolve; What would you T ſhould do, (aid 1 ? what 
reſolution cax you wiſh me to take in ſo cruel a propefiti= 
on ? think you this life , which through your Care I have 
miſerably drag d from Court ro Court , is ſo dear to di- 
verce me from Mariamne ? do you believe thi ſeparati- 
on more eaſie than that of my Soul from my Body ? Shall 
1 abandon her for ever , whom I can ſcarce leave for 4 
mewent without dying ? And to avoid one ſingle death, 
ſhall I Carry & thouſand in my bref through all thoſe pla- 
ces where my pittileſi Fortune ſhall lead me ? Ah ! Let 
« dye firit, Continued I, walking a great pace with- 
out liftening to tle reaſons Arſanes preſſed for departure, 
let us dye a ry death, ſince a ſlow one is much more 
ſenſible, leave the Body cold and pale iu that place 
Which the Soul Cannot ahandon ; and ſince we mutt dye 
one way , let w ſech to dye in the eyes of Mariamne;and 
if that glory be refs'd, at leaft give up that fpirit which 
neither was, Hor ever ſhall be, but to her , 4s near her as 
is poſſible, 

[ pronounc'd theſe words with an a&ion full of 
tranſport z and while thus my irreſolution ſhook me 
with fuch terrible inquietudes , Arſancs loſt all his 
loyal pains about me, but after he had alledged 
divers perſwafive reaſons, to which I could not ſo 
much as lend attention : = ſaid he at laſt, I doubr 

» not 
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ot but yn diſÞ.ſe yorr (JT to this parting with much 
re yet ;, but if the Care of Jour own life cannot oblige 
J%4 , Crnfider ty» Command yo" received from the 
@&..en ; you wr. tinde it ſo exp*'(ſ', that if you have 
oy 11PÞ-E len for her, it x rmooſſible to diſcbey it. 
Th: Owens Coro.mand , replycd Ls proceeds fron 
wWoug vt. C 4p1ffimate Care ſhe takes of my life : 
ai. br knw that to dye w:re a thouſand times 
more v1.4 ns than to quit her for ever, ſhe would 
a nt '-f- p rm me no jty here ſtill, Arſanes Was a» 
bo: reply , though he could never have perſwa- 
| ine, vhen my Governour enter*'d the Cloſer, 
an!iioldmenmn a few words, that Sobemws delird to 
{pr:k with meg. hat favour'd by the nights darknels, 
hc ha i ſhipc 1nco the Garden where he attended me, 
nar daringto approach tarther without running a 
dang-r roo manifelt, and giving the King ſuch tuf- 
Piciuns as might bereave him of che means to ſerve 
me. 

] ran without replying to the plage where Sobe- 
Mw waited wicout a Torch , or CG but 
Arſ.n*s ard my Governour, and (o {ſoon as I came 
at him, Well my dear friend, (aid [embracing him, 
then we mult either dye or ſeparate, and by the 
Cruelry of Herod and Pate, ador Life or Marian- 
ne mult be quitted. Yes Sir, replyed Sobemas , and 
if you uſe not diligence , *1s poſhible you will have 
both ſnarched from you. That may eafily be done, 
fad], and I ſhall fecl lefſe pain & repugnance that 
way , than violently to chain my Body where my 
Soul refuſes to keep it company. Then I repeated 
almoſt the ſame things I talk'd ro Arſenes, to which 


when he had lent an 2ttention as ſerious 2s the _ 
bles 
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bles chat involv*'d us ha.l left him ; Sir,laid het 
love the Queen 9 you ough! NO! TO CONLULC farcher, 
norcnlarge your explicatio!s upon her COmmung., 
which cannot be but facilto one or o her; or pou nie 
gle your own life, you oughr (oO conl iter nw, ati. 
co believe, that while you are in Fudre, nc Cai cs. 0 
be in (afery;'cis not only againſt y ou, 'Hac oth 5 
anger does lighten, tt» rather nr nth rug 
ttorm doth threaten, and yo 1 have now 121 way iO 
keepir off cr head, chan by remov.n,y .h- crinc of 
the Kings ci el Jealoumy. | 

Then in order he brictly r-2counre.l whit te had 
Jearn'q of ch: tLonference berween cas If 15 and 
Que-n from the chief Ew b, who had over-biþz rd 
it, and chus by urging the Queens ſafrcy and repo!. 
he rang's all chac was repugiuant in me under hi 
bedicnce, Yet I could noc difpofe my [elf ro forts, 
the Qucen for ever, bui I rcloivel for {ome (11h 40 
fly < che rage of Hers4,and inthe men time (0 70 in 
ſearch of tone occaiions (hat my UCL Aer Ceiatts”® 
my condicion,by the knowledge he mghce gain ot 
the Queens innocence, or if it were po.ti ley, prozure 
ro (ec her withour her kno#ieuge £h1s was he wope 


. that got my content to part, but T woul irath fr nave 


taken a thoaſfand dzarths, than given ic to coke ay 
eternal leave of Marimne, 

While E Jiſcours'd with Sohemus,chanke 1 him for 
his good Offices , and promi''d a perpetual Any, 
with (nch a (hare in my Fortunes, as ht> own 1{e.1 -$ 
ſhonld carve, (if ever the Gods chought fic co charge 
them) & Jrew promiies from him co perſevere 111 wuts 
faithtul alſiftance, Arſanes and my Governour got 
ready our Arms and Horſes,and having caus'd chem 
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-0 be led without noiſe by three or four Parthian 
?447fors to the Garden Gate ( that had ſerv'd me 
om 7 Infancy,and follow'd mein all myvoyages) 
and avg carefully pack'd up my Jewels and Mo- 
wr whnr ele was neceflary, I rewarded Sobe= 

» 1, {ome Genis of great value, and leaving o« 

©. rand to give to Cleophs and the Eunuch 

09 my Confidents, IT bid him adiew with 

y 1.25, and arming my ſelf, in a ſhort 

2.1, 5 horſe with Arſanes , my Governour, 
+4 77 iaithtul Parthians, without taking any Few 
along with me, or ſo much as letting them know of 
ry departure. 

I went out at the ſame Gate Sohemus enter*d, wet 
open'dintoanunfrequented ſtreetzwhile Iifſued out 
at the backſide of my Lodging , the Front of it was 
aſſaulted by thoſe that Herod had (ent eitherto take 
or kill me; and, as they had order to environ my 
Lodging,l had not trod many ftepsin the ſtreets be- 
fore I ſaw both ends of ir feiz'd upon by a great 
number of Soldiers , that ſhut up the paſlage on all 
fides. I perceiv'd I ſhould finde it a hard task to 
ſave my ſelf , yet I reſolv'd to ſell either my life or 
liberty as dear as poſlible, and turning to thoſe that 
follow'd me : Are you relolv'd, faid ], to defend 
your ſelves like valiant men, and either to owe your 
ſafety to your own bravery, or periſh with your 
Prince , it the Gods have ſo ordain'dit ? they pro- 
teſted with one voice that they would dye at my feet; 
and,being aſſured of their reſolution, I ſpur'd in up- 
on thoſe with my Sword in my hand, that defended 
the paſlage 3 and was follow'd ſo Couragiouſly 
by mine, that my Enemies began to judge 1t 

| | not 
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not ſo eaſje a taskto take me as they imagin'd. 

I patſed upon the necks of thoſe that firlt oppoſed 
me 3 and, cutting out our way with our Swords, we 
beſtir*d our (elves ſo vigoroully at the hiſt encoun- 
ter, as (after we had thrown many of our Enemies 
dead at our freer, and (catter'd the ftterceſt of the reſt) 
the paſſage through the Street remain'd free , and 
weadvanc*d into another more large,thyough which 
we gallop*'d towards the Gate that was nearelt. And 
now we had begun to entertain ſome hope of eſcape, 
when paſling through a place adjoyning tothe Tem- 
ple , we ſpy'd ſo many I roops of armed men from 
all Corners approaching to us, as we judged it very 
diticulc to forcethem. 

The light which che Torches caſt , ſhewed me 4- 
lexxs the Husband of Salome in the head of the for- 
moſt, and, hearing him loudly animate his men ei- 
therto take or kill me, I ran up unto him with my 
advanced Sword in my hand , which [let fall upon 


- his head ſo forcibly,that had not the blow been war- 


ded by a Soldier, that put his Sword before it , his 
life had payed for ſome of his Wives malzce; never- 
theleſs the blow was not ſo flighc, bur it threw him 
with a deep wound at the feet of his Souldiers; 
the Fews railed a loud clamour at the fall of Alexas, 
and inthe mean time we charg'd in fo ſucceſsful- 
ly, as we tumbled many of them dead at our horſes 
feet : Indeed we did perform aGions there worchy 
of ſome remembrance , and *cis probable the Fews 
had never ſeen ſuch a handfull of men in their City 
diſpute their lives ſo courageoutly ; bur in fine, our 
Enemies ſtrength increaſed to ſuch a meaſure, and 
ouwr's grew (o- feeble , as we ſoon yerceived, with- 
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2 ut (ome miraculous afſiftance , the wayes to ſafety 
Vere all block'@up. My Governour Politss, who 
tl then had accompanied and ſerved me in all ty 

(graces with a marvellous affe&ion (bravely fight- 


Ing by my fide ) was forced, by a multicude of 


wounds to breath his laſt; his death was ſucceeded 
by ene of my faithful Parthians, and ſure I had nor 
long ſtaid behind him, if Arſanes, who is endowed 
with a dexterous Wir, & that temper'd with a mar- 
vellous Prudence , bethought himſelf in the very 


midſt of danger, ofa way toſave us; and approach- | 


ing tome, as near as poſſible, Sir, ſaid lie , I bes 
ſeech you follow me, I have diſcovered a ſecure 
Retreat : And art theſe words, inſtead of ſpurring 
towardsthe Gate,as we did before, where the thick- 
eſt throng of Enemies and difficulty withſtood us,he 
cauſed me to face about towards the Temple Gate, 
which was behind us, and on that fide (having bur 
few enemies to combat) we (oon cleer'd the paſſage, 
and were no ſooner arrived there, but we readily 
quitted our Horſes, and threw our ſelves into the 
Temple, which was then open, becauſe of the Fealt 
of Tabernacles, the Celebration of which laſts three 
w hole days, 

That Temple had alwayes been a Sanduary for 
Criminals : Bur ar that Feaſt ( the moſt conjider- 
able of any the Fews Religion celebrates) it was (0 
aſſured a refuge, as the Fews would rather have ſut- 
fered the entire ruine of cheir Nation, than permit- 
ted any to be forced from the Temple, that had 
there takeii Sanituary , what ever Crime they wer? 
convicted of; this cool'd che heat of their purſues, 
and when they ſaw us centred , they ſtop'd at che 

| Gate, 
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Gate , and ſtood with Arms a-crotle , without the 
lJes{t offer to follow ns : Indeed ſome there were 
of the moſt mucinous among them , and the moſt 
1Nterefled in the hurt of Alexa, and rhe death of 
their Companions , that cryed out to the Prieſts 
to put usout 3 That I was the Kings Enemy ; That 
it was his Order and expreſs Command they pur. 
ſued us : Bur the Prieſts , inſtead of liſtening to 
their clamour, received us with much humanity, 
and proteſted chey would rather perith than ſuffer 
the Temples Priviledges to be violated, The 
dignicy of Priett-hood among the F E FS, was 
very eminent : Thar of High-Prieſt, had hereto- 
tore been only exerciſed by Kings themſelves ; afrer 


the Kings Hzircauus and Ariffobulus the Grand- 


facher and Brother of Mariamne had diſcharged it, 
and then it was in the hands of one, the neareſt 
allyed tothe Crown. And thus we (aw our ſelves 
in that ſacred Fortrefle , and our Enemies onely 
content to environ it, without daring to advance 


- one ſtep to force an entrance 3 bur as ſoon as day 


ſhewed it (elf, the King having learn'd the truchgat- 
ter he had (ent divers Meſſages to the Prieſts in 
vain, he came himſelf, wholly cranſyorted wich fu- 
Ty , in ſuch a Tempett, as gave belict to thoſe were 
next him, it would hurry him to the moſt violent 
EXTrEmMIiICS, 

The Prieſts, inform'd of his Arrival , came 
to the Gate to meer him, but (o ſoon as they ſaw 
him, in the Name of their GOD they forbad 
him to put a Foor iato the Temple, if he brought 
any other intention than co render that reſpeC& 
which was as due from him, as the meaneft 


Jew, 
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Few, to that holy Place, and the Divinity within 


It. 

Herod, though deeply in rage , and poſhbly not 
over-zealous in the ſervice of his God, as he was ve- 
Ty politick, fear'd that being already hated , and 
but weakly afſur'd of the Fews fidelity (ſhould he 
venture to violate their Cuſtoms, and infringe their 
Priviledges ) ic might provoke ſome revolt ; beſides 
news was brought him , that in divers parts of the 
City, the Phariſees, that were the greateſt Zelots in 
their Religion, and the moſt conſiderable among 
the People, began to murmur. He conſidered that 
there was then cauſe to fear every thing , the Feaſt 
having filled the City not only with its own Inhabi- 
rants, but with the greateſt part of all Fudea,which 
the Solemnity had ſummoned thither : Theſe con- 
fiderations ftaid Herod at the Gate, but the trouble 
of his Soul cxpreſt it ſelf at the Eies, and in the diſ- 
joynted words his Rage let fall : yet time having 
reconciled him to ſome Reaſon , he repreſented ro 
ſome Prieſts, that the Aſj/um of the Temple was not 
to proteftus ; that we were Infidels, and of a con- 
trary Religion ; that they ought the rather to put us 
out, left our preſence ſhould prophane the places ho- 
line(s 3 but the Prieft replyed, That Gods Aſylum 
was equally for all men ; Thar if our opinions did 
not tread the right Path , we might there finde it 
through the condud of his Grace ; That probably 
having made us incur the Kings diſpleaſure, he had 
theretore called us thither. 


Herod aniwered, that I had violated the chief | 


rights of Hoſpitality , that were as ancient as I em- 
ples themſelves; that no Nation ought to contain a 


refuge | 


| 
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refuge of the man that had dire&ly abus'd the pro- 
per perſon of the King , and mortally wounded his 
Brother in Law; but all the arguments he could urge 
were not ſtrong enough to batter the Prieſts reſolu- 
tion ; neither his Menaces nor promiſes cold diſpoſe 
them, either to remit me into his hands, ar ſufter 
him to enter the Temple,wichour thundring againſt 
him with all their authority wherewith their Office 
had inveſted them, which enjoyn'd che conſervation 
of their Priviledges. 

The Gods can witneſs, that I did not love my 
Life ſo well , to beſtow all the care they made me 
cake upon its preſervation: but I condeſcended much 
to the intrearies of Arſanes and my Servants , and 
indeed to the Prieſts themſelves,who would not per- 
mit me toleave the Temple, though I had deiir'd 
It, 

What ever reſentment I had entertain'd againſt 
Herod,as the perſecutor of my Life and Mariamue's 
repoſe : yer I could not quit the thonghe of his firſt 
Reception, and the ſhelter that he had ſo many 
years given me againſt my Brothers Barbariſm : chis 
remembrance made me defire to ſee and ſpeak to 
him , to teſtifie that I was neither ingrateful to his 
former kindneſle, nor had never injur'd him in the 
leaſt particular he could imagine ; upon this ſcore 
forcing this reſiſtance of Arſaxes diflwaſion , I ap- 
proach'd within eight or ten paces of the gate where 
he conteſted with the Prieits 3 and, ſo ſoonas 1 
could be {cen or heard ; King of the Fewes cry'd I, 
1 am neither thy Subjet mor inferior : ani the Gods, 
who have given me Birth from the Nobleff Family in 
the World , have not left me to acknowledge any Supe= 

rior 
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riour Power but theirs; fir thy reaſin T have litt'e 
cauſe to juififi: my ſe'f to thee that world” have 
taken my Lite b»th by Sword and P.yſon, and bait pur- 
ſued me againft a! Divine and bumane right , even to 
the Temples of thy G94 + but the ſutisfafion that T owe 
to My own Conſcienc, and to the memory of that en 
tertainment wher: with thou haſt formerly treat-d me, 
does oblige m to declare mv Innocence, IT proteff unto 
thee Herod, both before thy God and mine, that I have 
no way deſerv:d ts offend thee : in thoſe emplyments 
thou gaveit me for thy Service, thou haſt found it ( and 
poſſible to thy own a1vantage ) that T neither fpar'4 my 
Blood nor my Life tor the jnteref of thy ſtate; and for 
that which concerns thy Perſon, I repeat my proteii a= 
tion that I never did thee uny injury, TIF that which 
ſeems amiable in thy Ey+ hath avreared worthy of ve- 
weration and reſpect , thiſe ſconiim nts, to which thou 
can cnely attribute my Crime, cannot mak, thy 
complaint again; me legitimate ; and T wiſh this very 
Temple, which now ſerves t: (irowd me from thy Ma- 
lice, may cruſh me with it's own ru1ms, if 1 the m:F 
culpable of all my th ughts, t'-r was evir anv mixture 
of what might be capable to wr ng thee, Nar ds T afſ-rt 
thy truth with deſign to diſarm try fury, cr avoid the 
death thou threatn:} : I cannot fear ba{cly ; n2v, could I 
wow be ſhown an ncecafion to: pertth nobly, thou ſhould 
quickly ſe how Iow I prize my life 5 but T perceive, that 
either thy own blind tranſport, or the ra7* of mine and 
thy Enemies bave made thee inv:lve in wy impoſed 
crimes, the pureſt and the mofF entire inn+C:nce that e= 
ver yet was injur'd. D-itroy him if thou wilt whoſe 
thoughts may have difpleas'd thee , though thry were 


alwayes innocent enough 10 endure the ſtripping ; but. 
| | | 7 
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ds not let fall thy rage upon her that never underiood 
them. IWhat I have repr-( nted may plant quiet as well 
inthy Family us thy breaft : Ard if thou wilt promiſe 
me at the foot of thy Altars, and before the M nifters 
of thy Ged , to mak; me the on:ly mark of thy fury, 1 
will abandon thy Aſylum that dr:fends my Head frons 
thy rage, and with ut further delay render it up into thy 
Han7s. 

1 had further enlarg'd my life,” if the enraged 
Herod would have given me a Jong-r hearing with- 
out interruption : He had endur'd che beginning of 
my Diſcourſe with ſome patience , or at leaſt had 
ſuff-r*d me to ſpeak , b<caule the exce(s of choler, 
thac poſſeſsd him, had ty'd up his own Tongue,” But 
when he ſaw with what paſſion I endeavoured to Ju- 
fie Mariamne, and then remembring that her 
goodneſs had taken the ſame care for me, he let 
himſelf fall-into a cru:1 re-doublement of his Jea- 
loufie , and not able co diflen ble the rage that re- 
membrance infpir'd : Barbarous Treytor, cry'd hes 
unworthy of the protciiion T have given thee again't 
thoſe that knew thee Letter chan my ſelf , and wouls 
Juiity have cut thee fr»m the World , through the expe 
rience of thy dif! yal imclination ; dof thou hope to find 
that at the foor of ovy Alrars againff my juſt re- 
ſentments, which none but wy Arm Could have given thee 
againnf} the purſutes of thy own Brother ? Thinkefi thou 
Heaven, that abhers thy ingra'1tude, can arm it ſelf 
in thy defence acainfFa KING that hath but tno well 
defended and receiv:d thee, not onely into bis Domini- 
#5, but with » hoſp:;table liberality into his Honſe;, # 
favour thou haſt unwerthily abued ? Ah ! mo, falſe 
man, do not hojve Divine preſervation for ſc 

Crimes 
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Crimes is Can neither be excus'd before God and man ; 
nor think thy artificial words can pacifie an Anger arm'd 
but with too much Fuſtice. Thou ſhalt periſh for the ex- 
piation of thy own Ingratitude ; nor ſhall thy Counſel di- 
ref me what puniſhment to inflict on the Complices of thy 
Treachery. 

He would have faid more, and poſlibly in the end 
violated all right of priviledge to get me into his 
power, if Sofizs (followed with a great Guard of Rs- 
mans & fews ) had not arriv'dat the Temple Gate : 
This man was a Roman Senator, that ſome dayes 
fince came to Feryſalem to treat with Herod about 
certain Afﬀairs in behalf of the Emperour Auguifws : 
And the ſame Sofius that with a Roman Army had 
formerly aided him in his War againſt Antigonus,and 
contributed more than himſelf coche defeat and ta« 
king of that poor Prince. 

Herod highly reſpe&ed this man , as well for his 
perſonal, as his repreſentative condition, being the 

mperors Ambaflador. Sefizs had formerly known, 
and fancying ſomething in me worthy of his amity, 
gladly conſented to be my friena; and at that time 
underſtanding the danger I was in, he came to finde 
Herod,with intent to employ all the imperial autho- 
rity for my preſervation : and ſo ſucceſsfully he1a- 
bour'd it, that Hered, as hot as his rage had made 
him, was conftrain'd to tame it at the name of Au- 
guſts, of whoſe power and greatneſs he was a time- 
rous Idolater. 

Sofius urg*d that he ought to permit me to retire 
to the Emperour , who had oft invited me to Rome, 
and profeſſed an intereſt in my prefervation ; that 


his proceedings were but too violent againſt a 
Prince 
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Prince of my extraftion , that it was fit to conſider 
What might follow, his quarrel being grounded up- 
On nought but weak ſuſpition ; beſides that, he had 
learnt the wound of Alexa was not dangerous, 
which T had given him in ſuch a refſtance as was al» 
low*d to all men : Beſides theſe, he repreſented di- 
vers other conſiderations , to which in the end he 
jJoyn'd the Emperours Authority , proteſting he 
ſhould render an exa@ account of that Aﬀtion, and 
to this menace, Herod (that wasa ſlave to the Ro- 
man fortune and greatneſs, and without that prop, 
knew it importable to ſupport his own) rather ren- 
der*d than to any other conſideration. At laſt there= 
fore he conſented ] ſhould go ſafely out of the 
Temple, with all that was mine, on condition [ 
ſhould make no ſtay in the City, bur quit it the ſame 
day, and in fix more depart the limits of his Realmz 
pawning his word to Sofius (who received it in 
the Emperours name ) that neither in the City, 
nor upon the way there ſhould be any trap laid for 
me. 

This was our Capitulation , and having paid my 
thanks to Sofizs and the Prieſts for their kindueſle, 
as well as my grief to abandon Mar;amue would 
ſuffer me, I quitted the Temple,and ſoon after the 
City , under the Condutt of Sofixs and his Romans 
that accompanied me without the Gates;it was like=- 
wiſe permitted to the reſt of my Train, to repair to 
the nod of my firſt nights lodging, which was at a 
Town diftant about 100 furlongs from Hieruſalem. 
Thus I eſcaped Herod's fury , but nor the perſecuti- 
ons of my unfortunate Love; theills I had avoided 
were found ſcarce worth confidering, when compar'd 

with 
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with th oe this cruel parting procurd me ; and, 
though my reſolution was thus 1mperfe&, thus far I 
had gone, rather to ſuffer a thouſand deaths, than 
renounce Mariamne for ever, for fear of one. 
| Wewere noſooner arriv'd at the place where we 
were to lodge , but taking Arſanes afide ; My dear 
Arſanes ſaid |, youiee I have condeſcended to your 
reaſons that urg'd my parting from the Temple, 
andthe City,to avoid Herod ; and poſlible the conſi- 
- deration of-you, was none of the feebleſt arguments 
to win my conſent to prefervea life which I can ne- 
ver love, in this condition it 1s now reduced to;but 
if you believ'd there was any of thoſe reaſons ſo pu- 
iflant co make me welcome a deſpair of ever ſeeing 
Meriamne more , diſabuſe your ſelf; *cis as 1:npoſ- 
Able to live without her, as without reſpiring; and 
ſpare your diflenting reaſons, tor they are all inca- 
pable to reverſe the re(olution I hare taken to ſee 
her this very N:ght if poſhble 3 when the Night has 
ſpread her ſhades upon Earth,I intend to return diſ- 
guiſed to Hiervſalem, and to go tothe houſe of my 
Friend and confident Sohemus ; 1 have ſome hopes, 
that by his and Phylon the Eunuchs affiltance, 1 may 
gain a {igh: of the Queen 3; the deſign is now more 
eaſie to effect chan ever ; for beſides the ſervice that 
the Night and my aiſguiſe are like to do mezin ſuch 
an infinite number of Strangers that are now in the 
City , becauſe of the Feaſt , I ſhall run no hazard 
of difcovery : Beiides , Hered will never imagine, 
that after (> late an eſcape of ſuch a peril , I would 
venture? afreſh to repeat the Precipice. The Queeu 
L will Cee, if Heaven prove {o kind that ſhe permits 
me the opporcunity, and if her intentions prove 0p- 
polite, 


| 


| 


| 
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poſite , I ſhall receive the command from her own 
mouth which her Letter did not clearly explain, You 
will find it in vain to oppoſe this Dehgn therefore 
ſpare the fruitleſs pains ro divert it , and if my fe 
be dear to you(as you have ofcen proteſted) remem- 
ber you ought to affiſt me in all ſuch things as are 
ordained to make it ſuffer, | 
Arſanes ſtood aſtoniſhe at my reſolution, but found 
it impoſſible to faiten any reaſon upon it ; and the 
night had no ſooner made his dark approach , bur 
clad in one of my ſervants habirs, wich one atten- 
dant I return'd tothe Citie, defiring Arſanes to ſtay 
with thereſt,the better to hide my deparcure, & ex- 
pe& cheOrders [ſhould ſend him as the eventadvis'd. 
[ re-entred the City , and found no difticulty co 
conceal my ſelf in ſuch a confluence of People, that 
fill'd icin all parts,&getting wichin ewenty paces of 
Sobemus his Houſe, I (ſent my man thicher,who bap- 
pily encountred him entring his own Gate, being 
newly returned from the Palace. Sobemws was ama- 
zed to fee me, nor thinking it pollible I ſhould re-at- 
tempt the danger [ lately.eſcap*d with ſo much ado. 
Ah'\my Lord, ſaid he, 4s it poſſible that T ſee you again 
in a place where to day you ran ſo great a hazard of your 
life ? Be not aStoniſh'd, dear Sohemus,ſaid I, I bavea 
paſſion can produce ranger effets,they that bave courage 
enough to lift an Eye 10 Mariamne , Ccaxunot want it ro 
deſpiſe danger, I amreturn'd Soh:mus to chatl-nge that 
of your friendſhip which you promis'd, and that which 1 
ever expedied from you ; I come to the Queen, by your 
means, if it be poſſible , and if your Aſſiltance ca Create 
me ſo bappy , that benefit ſhall compleat your purchaſe of 
the Heart of & Prince, that you have powerfully gained. 
Ha Sohemw 
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Sohemw heard my encreaty, with much defire to 
ob)iz2e me,bur found ſo little facility in the attempt, 
2+ he ſtaid a long time before he could ſhape an 
Anſwer, ar laſt when he had thought enough, © My 
«Lord, ſaid be, You delire efte&s of my obedience 
« {© ditticulc and dangerous, as I know not in what 
« faſhion 1 ſhall find 1t poſſible co ſerve you; fince 
«yeſterday che Queen hath been more firigly 
« warchedthan formerly; and though the King has 
cc not yet diſcharg*d the thunderbolts, which we 
c« fear d would fall from his violent choler, yet he ſtill 
c« keeps her in terms of diſtruſting his fury : never- 
«rheleſs , ſhe is not ſo rigorouſly obſerved, but (if 
« her content be not wanting)you may ſee her; bur, 
c« a5 | believe , ſhe will not approve your attention, 
« (© I fear ſhe will not contribure thoſe things to 
<« the interview, as are in her powertoeffe& ; how- 
« ever, for your ſake, I will run the hazard, and it 
&« ſhail be no fault of mine if you be not ſatisfied. 

At theſe words I often imbraced Sohemws , and 
weighing the truth of what he had ſaid, Llong con- 
ſulced with him upon the order we were tooblerve 5 


ali che ways were block'd up with difficulty and pe- | 
Til, at laſt we fix'd npon one char wejudg'd the leaft | 
dangerous; and Sohemw,noc willing to ftay me lon- | 


gcr inthe ſtreec, led me through a private door, and 
up a lictle pair of Stairs, not unknown unto me, to 


the Eunuch Phylon's Chamber : The Eunuch was | 


then with the Queen ; but his Chamber door was 
open*d to Sobemus by a Servitor that waited there 
Socbemus went that way to the Queens Lodgings, 


while I expe&ed his return in the Gallery, without | 


wiyl 


2a light. 
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My fear to afflit your Patience, makes me for- 
bear the repetition of Sohemws and Phylon's Diſpute 
with the Queen to diſpoſe her to ſee me : the anger 
ſhe expreſt againſt them and me, and the pains they 
took to abrtain the grace I demanded, I refer to your 
apprehenſion ; for your reaſon cannot be a ſtranger 
ro what might be alledg'd on both fides 3 and ſhall 
content my felf to tel} you ; that after a long con- 
teftation , at lait che Queen conſented to fee me in 
Cleophee's Chamber, where by her ſhe was only atten- 
ded, while Sohemws and Phylon wereſet Sentinells 
at both advenues to prevent a {udden (urprizal. 
You will poſſibly find, Madam , ſomerhing worthy 
of cenſure in this condeſcent of Marianne , and 
judge with rigour that ſhe ought norco have bow'd 
to my Paſſion with ſo much indulgence, afcer ſhe 
had given in the whole conrſe of her 1:te ſuch haugh- 
ty proofs of a marvellous Virtue: but when you ſhall 
know what ſhe intended, you will doubtleſs con- 
clude this Aion did not ſpot her whiteneſs. Sobe= 
#1 return'd co the place where he left me, to con- 
du& me to Clophee's Chamber, where I entredcrem- 
bling, and the Queen immediately after me, I had 
ſcarce theaffurance to lift my Eyes to her viſage, (o 
weak Igrew atthe appehenfion of an angry look, 
which my fears told me I had provok*'d by impor- 
tuning a favour that my merits could no way chal- 
enge 3 indeed me thoughc t ſaw fome choler fit up- 
on her brow , but while I threw wy ſelf at her feet, 
and imbrac'd her knees, without the utcerance of 
a {ingle word : © [s ic poſſible;faid fhe,that you could 
* have ſo lictte confideration of che repoſe of my 


| * Lifsend Repuracion,to hazard berth ſo vifibly;and 
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<© after baving led my life, till now, with ſuch cau- 
* tion, you thould force meto ſee you by night ina 
© 11{3ufe, wichour any other necetlity than to ſooth 
* your unjuit Patlion ? Have you done well to exaQt 
<< rhis from Mariamne,when you had ſo lately reduc'd 
< her © the greateſt extreamities that ever Princeſs 
© of ker condition aud propenfion did encounter 
<withnay,can your (elf approve that(which inyour 
« favour I now do)againſt all the Rules of Prudence 
« andicealon?But do not Tyridates,purſu'4/he,( ſitting 


« ber down and forcing me to riſe) do not haſtily con-. 
F4 } 


« demn chis Aﬀtion ; ſee theend, before you pals a 
«© aiſadvantagious Judgement : if I had not conde- 
«(cended to ite you, as I had many reaſons to dil- 
«(wade it, had miſs'd the occaſion of preventing 
<« fuch attempts for the furure; which I will now 
<« do, by putting an Order in force for my own re- 
£ pole, and yours 100, if it be poſſible. 

A: thefe words {he ftop*d; and,while her Diſcourſe 
jatied, having eas", 5 lictle afſurance,” I took the 
aavantage of her tilence, and lifting up my eyes to 
her face, which til] then 1 had not dai*d to behold, 
buc by. ſtolne glances : © Madam, I confeſs, ſaid 1, 
<« that ] am yet more culpable than your words have 
& made mc; and though my intents have been 11no- 
& cent,the ills you have ſuffered through my occaſt- 
© on, do render me the moſt criminal amongſt all 
«men ; [ain therefore come, Madam, to proteſt at 
« your feet, thai all my Blood,thar a thouſand ſuth 
<« [Lives aSMine, can never requite the leaft of your 
&« diſpleaſures;X to conjure you by all chat is capable 
<« to perſwade, that I may have leave toſpend this 
&« yoor Lite to puichaſe the repoſe of yours, we 4 4 
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© the courazve of Tyridates to brezk the Chains of 
& your Calamicies. 1 know I have comm:iced « tielh 
& offence in ſeeking means to Petition yo..r Goots 
& nets forthis laft favour, which I neicher have, 100 
& thall ever merit: but 1© 1s not jult, nor canany Pal- 
& jjon excuſe it, that, afcer, having beenthe cauſe of 
<« fo many of your Misfortunes, I ſhoul ſecurely re- 
(© tire ffom the purtutes of Herod, and abandoning 
* youto his cruelcies, leave you, by ſhameful f:ghiin 
* his ſavage hands,toſcek a refuge at A«megwhiie your 
&© ſtay here expos*dto his fury: This only cont 4-7 
© tion, Madam, hath had power to [hut my eyes pu: 
© that danger,againſt which you have expos'd f1ict 
« a miracle of goodneſs:anilin fine I aave learn'1co 
<« believe, thar if any man may unfetrer you fron 
« your Miferies, you ought to hope ic from none bu: 
« Tyridates,as a glory only dueco him. Tam now no 
«© longer retain'd by hoſpiraliry, aor 2w 'd with the 
<< memory of my fr{t obligation ; Herods Sword and 
& Poyſon have cance\'d thoſt,eirher of which would 
<« have infalliblydettroy*d me,nad not youratventu- 
c« rous pity prevented the blow, To you ony,my di- 
& yineQueen,this life ſuch 45 it 15,15 indebicu for ts 
<« being,and you would have carried icaway wiihour 
<« offering the Sacrifice where it 18 duz;it way ones by 
& Gitts, yours by preſervation, and can you tnink 't 
© realonable,thart I ſhould wander wich it amvns che 
« Romans,ini{t:ad of coming to ſubmir it to tiny S$9- 
«yercign? Ahinogcontinued I caſting my ſelf egain at vey 
<« feet, do not reje& that which would rejett ics own 
c« being but for you,& that which you cannot jultly 
© difavow, donor grudge it the hazard of Herods rig- 
ff 0ur,by dooming my Soul to thoſe gloowy woes, a 
nh 3 © chou- 
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*< thouſand times more black than the night, in 
*7c which he would have clos'd my eyes forever : or 
&© if the preſence of this wretch docs importune or 
* diſcompoſe your quier, give leave that death may 
& free you Of him,from which you have but in vain 
< preſery*d himin Fu4ea,fince he muſt infallibly re- 
cceive it elſewhere from the rigour ofthis ſeparation. 
I had ſaid mniore in the tranſport to which I had a- 
bandon'd my ſelf, it che Queen, who ſuffer'd with 
repugnance full of deadlyfear,had not ſet bounds to 
the fpacious diſcourſe I meditared; and after ſhe had 
reromg ==] me with a command to riſe,Ceaſe Tyri- 
dates, faid ſhe, to make theſs offers which I cannot ſo 
much as bear without offending Virtue, and remember I 
have told you & thouſand times, that the Crime of Herod 
eannot authorize mine; if I owe nothing to him, as to the 
quality of « Hus5and,yet the debt to my God wnd my ſelf 
Cen never be ſatisfied. I wil quit the world when is ples. 
es Heaven to releaſe we,without the Crimes of theſe Me- 
1es ; or if it have decreed them a longer date, I muft 
fill have patience to endure them : *tis thi T oppoſe, in 
few words, to the deſires you expreſito wipe away my diſ- 
eaſure ; I am neither permitted by Law Divine or Hu- 
wane to ſerve my ſelf of your aſiftance: for that which re- 
gards your deperture,know Tyridates, it # an indifpenſi- 
Ble neceſſity,that you ſuddenly reſolve it,thetT am now balf 
conſtrain'd to an «ion unbecoming my qualityaud duty, 
and can no more Conſent to ſee you with ſo much danger of 
life and reputation; and in fine, muff intreat you never 
go ſee me more, Be not aftoniſhed at theſe words, you bave 
gourage enough th be prepared for them , and poſſible af- 
feftion exough too for me to _ all the reaſons that 
gblige me #0 thy Intregty, I will not feak of my life, 


which 
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which can never be ſa'e while you are in Judza ; for is 
was never beppy enough to be worth the prizing : if my 
boxour be dear toyeu; if you Can ballance the prejudice 
of your own r-Poſe, 'and remeinber 1he ſuſpicions vf Hee 
rod, the malice of Salome , and the xx0wi-dge my ſ-lf 
hath of the fazlts you bave Committed, y.z vu; fonclude 
thet the tey of Tyrcidaces muſt be incompatible with the 


reputatiou of Mariamne. 
She ſtop'd at theſe words, while I food it:f and 


motionlefs to hear the rigorous ſentence of mydeath:; 
and after I had ſometime beheid her with an Atﬀtion 
that would have let in pity, if too ſtrong a refolit- 
on had not deni'd it entrance:* Then Madamſauid I, 
*«©you condemn the unfortunate Tyridetes ro un e- * 
© ternal baniſhmenc, and you believe you are more 
« gentle than Herod in commanding him never co 
© {ec you more: Ahlif you have chat choughrytor the 
« Gods fake loſe it, & do not believethat any Ducy 
© can With reaſon oblige you to that , which you 


_ & would noc do but for want of affeRion, 


* The afteQion I have born you, reply'd the Queen 
& ith an unnoved aſped, is not probably ſuch as you 
© have pretenacd to,nor could it juſtly oblige me to 
© chat I have alreaily done to pleaſe yon : concene 
«your (elf chart I have not been ſparing m che ac- 
&« knowledgmenc of your deſerts, northe eſftecm of 
&« your reaſon, that therein [ have pa(s'd the preciſe 
& };mics my eſtate preſcrib'd ae Gnce 2a perpetual 
*©[eparation permits me to ayouch it,) I have noc 
* been ſo inſenfible,bur if Heaven & my Parents had 
*© left me in a condition to make my own chocſe, & 
*Tyridetes imbrac'd the trne Religion, I had pre- 
«£fer*d him 8gbove the reſt of Mankind, 
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The Queen uſed ſome violence to bring forth 
theſe words, though they all wore the badge of In- 
nocence , When my Soul drew all the conſolation 
it had then capacity to hope for. Ab ! Madam, ſaid 
I, bow glorious is my defliny , and how little cauſe of 
complaint bath thi Declaration left me ? But Gods ! 
get gloriouw s Tam , I mull be baniſhed for ever : Ob 
hard Sentence , that alone can ballance the glory you | 
have given me ! rigorous doom of my death , which T 
cannot , and yer I ought to undergo withour a murmur, l 
ſince my Dueen pronounced it ! No Madam, it js not | 
Juft you ſhould difturb your quiet , not juit I ſhould put 
your life in danger , not juit to ſpot your candid repu- 
tation , but it zs yet leſſe juit to abandon you to Herods 
mercy , that I ſhould flye toa Haven, while you ride it 
eut in the Tempeſt ; why ſhould I carry this unfortunate 
and yvagabond life among the Romans , while you remain 
ſubmitted to the Frantick, fits of that ſavage man ? 
Munft I for ever ſhut my eyes upon thoſe Lights, my Soul 
can only acknowledge glorious, while thoſe of Herod 
and his Fews are Cheer'd with the Divine Beams, to 
which I muit bid an eternall farewell 7 at leaſt ſet ſome 
limits to my Exile , or give me time to prepare fort, 
and while that laſts , let Sohemus be-once more permit- 
ted to bring me to your preſence; I ſhould do what is 

» poſſible to bew my SOUL to an unrepining- obed:- 
ence ; but to bid you now adiew , now to rend my 
(ſelf from you for ever, is more than my heart can 
yeſolve , without leaping a moſt deſperate preci- 

ice. 

I utter*d ſome other expreſſions full of tranſport 
which the Queen heard with an admirable pati- 
ence, but not with ſo much aſſurance ; for , _ 

ther 
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ther it was the remembrance of her condicion(which 
I had awakened) or the pity ſhe rook of my misfor- 
runes, her faireyes let tall ſome rears : But I ſaw 
ihe was troubled that I had perceivedit 3 and now, 
deſirous to pur an end to this dangerous diſcourſe, 
fhe roſe from the Chair the fate on, and approzch- 
ing to me with an Aion that ſpoke her reſolute : 
Tyridates , ſaid ſhe , though you appear ſenſible of the 
difpleaſnre you take to quit me , I think, your Courage 
capable to ſurmount greater difficulties : It 1 5ave any 
power upon your fpirit, I defrre to put it all in wy intrea- 
iy, that for my ſake you will ſupport it patiently ; "tis the 
laſt proof I beg of your Aﬀediion , but defir d with (© 
much ardour , 4s you cannor refuſe it without deſtroying 
all that you have gain'd within me , rel:aſe your fears 
for me : Though you leave me in Herods ban1s, all ſuc- 
cour hath not forſaken me as you imagine ; I have ſtill « 
Defender in Heaven , who us not too weak, to proted me 
from the Cruelty of a Husband : in him I ſhall ever find 
my refuge and my comfort ; and doubrleſt ſo ſhould you 
t09, were you enlightned with hig Divine beams : adiew 


Tyridates, take my laſt adiew, if ſomctimes you remem' 


ber me, at leaſt forget my weakneſs, ad the faults you 
have made me commit. 

At theſe words (ſeeing me fallen at her feet in a 
condition that lefc me no reaſon to reply) the bow*'d 
down,and taking my head between her hands kifſed 
me on the forehead: and this was the greateſt and 
molt {ignal favour I ever received of Mar:amne ; 
which ſo ſoon as the had beſtow'd upon me , ſhe re- 
tir'd to her Chamber, and ſhutting the door after 
her, diſappear'd from my eies for ever. _ 

c 
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The heart of Tyr:dares was to o— when 


he came at this ſad piece of ftory , that he found 
1 impoſſible co go on before he had given paſſage to 
ſome fighs, that ſtop'd the purſute of his diſcourſe. 
The fair Queen was ſo ſenſibly touch'.j at this ſtory, 
#$ ſhe ſuffer'i compaſſionito fteal ſome liquid pearls 
from her eyes : but when he was return' co himlelf, 
I know not Madam, faid h-, what toſay more , for 
the reſt of my life is as unworthy of your attention, 
aS my pains ro recount it :* you may imagine, if 
you pleaſe,ihe Woes that renc my heart when I faw 
my ſelf forc'd co endure my Life, and ſupport my 
Miſeries by the command of M:riemne; I vow by 
all the Gods, that neither Fear nor Cowardize had 
« handin the Religious obſervance of my Queens 
mjun&ions ; but ſuch an obedience as muſt ever be 
twiſted in my chred of Life, diſpos'd me (by the af- 
fiſtance of So/emw) codepart the Pallace and Cicy, 
whence I returned to my followers, cook my Way £0 
Rome, and preſented my ſeltco Auguiue. 

Iknow Madam you will ealtly remic the relation 
of chat tedious Voyage,and the weariſome reſidence 
I made with the Emperor, for it contains noching 
capable to divert you. And indeed the remem- 
brance has ſo freſhly ſec my griefs a bleeding , as I 
find my (clf unable co be more particular ; be plea» 
ſedthen only to know , that | have ever fince lived 
in darkneſs; that neither the Carefſes of the Em- 
peror, who (always nobly treated me) the pomp 
of Rome, nor all the pleaſures that were daily prot- 
fer'd in that great Miſtris of the Univerſe, could cver 
give my griefs a moments eaſe, when after I had 


there worn out a year without an hour of repoſe, 
eng 
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the fear my Melancholy might render me inſuppors 
cable co the Emperor and his Court, made me aban- 
don it , without defigning any other retreat or in- 
tention, but co breath che anxieties that denyed me 
quiet 3; when afcer I had long wandred upon Earth 
and Water, I wascaſt upon this Coaſt, where I have 
finee made my muterable refidence : a condition, 
though mean , yet berter ſuiting with my humour 
than thar Ienjoy'd inthe Courts of Kings. 

Ir ouly now rema1ns to tell you , that about a 
Morith fince I ;eemembred Mariamne's command ex- 
tended no farther than my banirhment, that ſhe had 
not forbad me to inform my ſelf of her Condition, 
which made me ſend my faithful Arſaxes into Fudes 
tO learn it. 

This Voyage he undertook out of hope to live 
there unknown , till poſſible he mighc find the Qn: 
in ſo relencting a condition to repeal my exile. 1 
attended his return in this ſolitary Manhon, which 


' for ſome Preſents I obtain'd of an Alex andrian for 


the time I ſhall ſtay upon this Coaſt ; and I confeſs I 
taſted more (weerneſs in this ſolitude , than I coult 
have hop'd from the continual perplexities of my 
Soul ; befides I cannot call it lefſe than a comfort to 


my grief, that have had che happine(s to render 


ſome ſervice,and to give this poor retreat to ſogreat 
a Princeſs. 

Thus Tyridates clos'd his ſtory , and the Queen, 
who had ient him aſerious attention,made both her 
agion and ditcourſe expreſs how much ſhe was inte» 
refſrd ig h1s Forcune, 

Towr relation , {aid (he, after ſome other words, 
bath ſemfibly ryuched me , « the Misfortunes of *_—_ 
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ond Virtuous Prince , whom Heaven hath perſecuted : 
but if I commend youy veſpedtive affethions, I muf 
not forget to praiſe Mariamne*s Vertue , that in ſo jusF 
an great occaſiyns to hate hey Husband, ſo couragiouſly 
reſifted the batt-yies of your affedion , and the my- 
tions of that inclination , which, if I judge aright, fhe 
bad toward you : 1n41::4 Ve was oblig'd to the rules of 
her Duty ; but it is #:t edſie to acquit the debt that of- 
fer exatts ſuch weighty payments , and defend her ſelf 
from the excellent qualities of ſuch @ Prince as Tyri- 
dates. 

Tyridates retorted this obliging diſcourſe in very 
ſubmiſſive language 3 and the Complement would 
have laſted longer, if the Queens Supper had not 
interrupted it, which made Tyriaates refpettively 
withdraw, becauſe ſhe ſupp'd m her Bed (aud deem- 
ing her wearinefs requir?d what was left unſpent of 
thenight for repoſe ) he bade her good night : but 
before he lefr the Chamber ; It i wot juit , (aid 
ſhe, you ſhould longer be kept ignorant of her name and 
fortune , whoſe life was ſo lately your Gift; and that 
fince ſec:-nded by a noble entertainment, Kteocles (con- 
tinued ſhe, pointing at the man that was preſerved 
with her) ſhall begin the relation, and when you have 
learn'd thoſe adventures thet preceded mine, whereof no 
man is better inſtruded than bimſclf, you ſhall know the 
particular accidents of my life from my own mouth, T y- 
ridates civilly return'd his thanks for this promis'd 
favour; and quitting the Chamber , return'd with 
Eteocles to his own , whom he compell'd to ſup with 
him,though upen knowledge of his quality he would 
modeſtly have refuſed the honour. After Supper he 


caus'd him to be conducted to his Chamber, and 


himſels 
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himſelf went to Bed, where he paſlcd that Night in 
his ordinary inquietudes, 

So ſoon a5 he waked the next morn he ſaw Eteo- 
cles in his Chamber , that came To bid him good 
morrow , whom the Prince ccurtcoufly received, 
made him come nearer, and remembring that from 
his mouth he was to expedt the beginning of thoſe 
Adventures he long'd to underſtand; invited him to 
a ſeat by his Bed-tde; and having forced him co 
fir down, You ſee , ſaid he, & very inquiſitive Man, 
loath to difgence with the Charge the Queen bath given 


you , and I canneither finde time nor place more comme=- 


diouſly favourable than thy, to require ſatiufatiion ; for 
it will not be a Civill bour to viſit the Oueey , till two or 
three be expir'd. Sir, ſaid Etescles, T believe what ſhe 
ſuffer” d yefterd ay will uk, this mornings repoſe t5 1nwea- 
ry ber, a time I cannot better employ than in rendring 
proofs of my obedience to both your exmmands , and af- 
ter the preparation ofa ſhorc ſilence, he thus began 
his Diſcourſe. 


- iſ - — NE rn CS _—_— 


The Hiſtorie of Julizs Ceſar, and 
Queen Cleopatra. 


Efore I can enter the Relation of that great 
Queens adventures, whom [ have now the ho- 
nour to ſerve, 1 muſt of neceflity go back co the life 
of another Queen, illuſtrious for greatneſs, beauty, 
and the accidents of her life above all others that e- 
ver preceded her : you may ealily judge it is the Q1: 
(,leopatrs 1 intend to fpeak of , whoſe Name 
| LS 
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is net onely known in this Country that was un- 
der her Dominion , but has ſtretched it ſelf ro the 
remote corners of the World , and will doubt- 


leſs be a task for the Memory of Fame till the la# 


es. 

_ Ofthe accidents that befell her with Anthony, 
none are ignorant ; I ſhall onely therefore lightly 
couch them : but becauſe her Enemies have engdea- 
voured to black her reputation with what happen'd 
in her greener years with the great Falius Ceſar, I 
am oblig*d inconſcience(as he of all men with whom 
the truth is beſt acquainted)to defend her memory 
from that Calumny , and give you a faithful ac- 
connt of thoſe vr dd compriz'din as few words as 

olſible. 

x The Queen Cleopatra was Daughter ( as ſure you 
have heard ) co King Ptolomee , firnamed Aulztes, 
and deſcended with King Ptolomee her Brother,from 
that glorious ſtock of Kings , that fince the great 
Ptolomee , friend and ſucceflor of Alexander , hath 
continually ſway'd the Agyptian Scepter. This 
Prince(s-was born with all the graces that the Gods 
could beſtow upon a mortall Perſon ; the beauty 
of her Body could not be match'd upon Earth, nor 
had that of Spiric leſſe advantages : and the great» 
neſs of her Courage infinitely raysd it ſelf above 
her Sex ; I would fay more, if Renown had not 
ſaved me 'a labour, and thoſe gifts of Heaven 
been too fatal to let me dwell delightfully upon the 
Story. uf 

Bur the Prince Ptolomee her Brother,was not ſo by 
inclination; but being naturally prone and propenſe 


eo vice,he (ſuffered his thatterers by pernicious ay 
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ſels, to corrupt and deface all char impreſſion of 
good that his high birth had lefr upon his Spirit 3 
which in fine, cumbled b1m headlong in his laſt mit= 

fortune. He receiv d the t orwn very young » by 
the death of the King his Father; and the unbridled 
liberty which he found in that abio}ure power, ſunk 
him in all his vices. The Egyptian people diſcon- 
tencedly confidering theſe ſad beginings of his 
Reign, and fighing co ſec themſelves ſubjefted coa 

Prince ſo unworthy ro command , began ro turn 

their eyes upon the Princels Cleopatra ; and percei- 

ving how much ſh: differ'd trom her Brocher , in 

Spirit, Maj«ſty, and all things elſe that mightrender 
a perſon worthy of a Scepter, they repin'd that her 
Sex wasan obſtacle to their wiſhey;z and every mee- 

ting would freely confels co one another, how muck 

more they thoughr ſhe deferv'd their allegiance 

than Ptolemee, or rather P:things, Theodorws, Gant- 

wed, wich the reſt of the rabble of vile flatterers, 

whick he cook up from the duſt to lift to the high» 

eft digniciesz or rather co give them the Sovereign 

Authority. 

This unworthy crew having once perceived that 
Cleopatra's Credit was like co extinguiſh theirs in 
every Egyptian breſt, beganto ren'ier her (ufpe&ed 
to her Brother, and eaſily perſwaded that poor ſpi- 
Tit, that it was fit ſhe ſhould periſh; the ungracious 
Prince ſuddenly reſolved to give the blow : but(ha- 
ving notice of his evil intention } ſhe retir'd from 
the Court, and ſought a refuge among thoſe A&- 
Eyptians which ſhe believed did belt affe&her : nor 
did they abuſe her confidence, for a great par; of 
the Realm arw'd ir ſelf in thequarrel , divers Cicies 
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declar'd for her , and, if her party was not the moſt 
puſſant, at lit ic was compos'd of the honefter 
ſort of A 7y?'ians, that a long tive kept her (ate 
behind ther buucklers againſt ail the forces the King 
could mar? 

Atlait, atcer the Inequality of number had given 
Ptolomee [ome advantage, he beſieg*d the Princeſs 
his Sitter 1n the City of Peluhum; whither the was 
retir'd. 

Ar that Siege ke was buſted, when the infortungge 
Pompey, ( a dreadful example of Fortunes incon- 
ſtancy, ) that great man that had triumphed over 
three parts ofche World, and by an infinite number 
of victories had julited for precedency with the re- 
nown of Alexanger ; flying from the Battel of 
Pharſalia , came to throw himſelf into his Arms, 
there to ſeck an Aſylum againſt the purſute of his 
vigorious enemy, Indeed all ſort of honour and 
aſſiſtance were due from Ptolomee tothe dignity of 
that grand Captain , and doubtleſs any Soul but 
his, would have receiv'd him(that a few daies before 
was the greateſt of all men,) with a ſubmiſle reſpeCc 
to his precedent condition : bur that difloyal man, 
(only prizing his preſent fortune , and not his vers 
rue) hezrkning to the pernicious Councels of Pothj- 
nu , Theodoris , and Ganimed , that preſented how 
advantagious an amity the death of Powpey might 
gain him with as Enemy , butchered that unforcu- 
nate Prince upon the ſhoar of Pelufinm, in the fight 
of his Wite Cornelia, who hardly eſcaped ( by 
the Succours of her own men) from the ſame de- 
itiny. 

The belief Ihave that fame has made you ac- 
quaintes 
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quainted with this piciful Hiſtory, the importance of 
which ſpread ic over the Earth , makes me <on- 
tractic in a ſmall volume. A few daies after , P59 
l omee underſtanding that Ceſar was come into A 
gypt , and hearing he diſappro»?*. che Cruel War he 
made againſt his Siſter, rais'd his Sizdge from Peluſi- 
um, and bent his Courſe towarus Alexandria, where 
he ſtaid his coming up. 

Cleopatra no ſooner ſaw her City unguirt, and her 
ſelfart liberty , but by che Counſel of her faithfnl- 
leſt Servants , and eſpecially of my Father Apolodo- 
TW, Who had ever much credit with her,fhe reſolv*'d 
to,go throw her (elf atthe feet of Ceſar, and de- 
mand his prote&ion before he arriv'd ar Alexandria. 
This deſign was preſently exccured, and ſhe and 
her train wafted overwith a winged diligence to 
the lfle of Farion, where Ceſar had made ſome 
{mall abode. I was of that number that attended 
her, and becauſe of the faithful ſervice which mp 
Facker ever render'd her, none had freer acceſs nor 
greater credit about her than my (elf, The great 
Ceſar being advertis'd of herarrival, came to meet 
her with much civility 3 and becanſe I was preſent 
at thar interview, tis fic | recount ſome of the 
particulars. 

Cleopatra, the better toadvance her deſign, had 
that day call'd both art and glory to wait upon her 
natural beauty, that ic might ſparkle at the beſt ad- 
vantage; /and though in her habit ſhe had atte&ed. 
a modefty , conform'd to her prefent eſtate; and 
therefore concluded mourning more becoming than 
Pomp,in an a&ion wherein ſhe was toappear aSup- 
pliantzyer both her mourning and her modeſty were 


box 
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ſec off with what was more great,and pompous,than 
the dazling lux of Gold and Jewels could boalt: Her 
Eyes darted beams, a thoutandtimes more glorious 
than the richeſt Diawond could {parkle,and che Ma- 
jeky of her Port and Viſage did more lofcily ex prels 
her quality , than could be done by a magnitique 
and a numcrous train of Servitors, 

If her view put Ceſar and his followers totheir 
wonder, Iconte(s toothe viſage of that brave man, 
the greatelt , not only of his own , but all the Ages 
that preceded it, ſtamp'd a reſpeC@t in all our Souls, 
that made us regard him, as if he had been a God. 
That prodigious reputation he had gain'd in an hun- 
dred baitel-, again the mott valiant people of the 
World, and his laſt victory upon the Romans them- 
ſelves, which he came from ſubduing with a far leſs 
number than theirs, gave us an aſtoniſhmenc full of 
vencration. Indeed his face did not belie the dignt- 
ty and Grandeur of his Aftions : And though chere 
was fomething milling chere that mutt needs go away 
with his vigorous youth ; yet there appear'dall the 
marks of aperte& Greatnets: His Looks ſo imperious, 
and yet ſo tull of fweernefs, that ic was not ealie tO 
take him for Jeſs than the Maſter of the Univerſe. 
Ceſar and Cleopatra before they (pake , ſpent ſome 
time in gazing at one another, making their looks 
and filence expreſs their mutual admiration; bur at 
laſt Cleopatra ( conlidering ſhe was 1n his preſence 
that had her repoſe and fortunes in his hands,or ra- 
ther was the Malter of her deſtiny Jbow'd her haugh- 
ty dilpoticion , and forcing a more than ordinary 
humility , from che dexterity of her ſpirit, threw 
her (elt at the tzer of Ceſar, and rclifting his wa 
nel 


Lib.2, Or, Tove's Maſter-piece. I51 


neſt and vehement entreatiesto riſe ; Tou ſee great 
Emperor , ſaid lhe, you ſee at your feet, the Daughter 
of the Prcolomees , that is bere to demand that of you 
azainf a cruel Brother , which from 'his Arm hee 
might expe againit other Enemies, Oppreſſed Inno- 
cence and Imbecility impl;re your aſſijtance , and do 
proffer a brave employment to your generous bounty, 


that Cannot ſhew it ſelf in a more becoming garb, 


than in proteGing a Princefſe , perſecured by unnaturall 
Cruelty , in her Fortune, Repeſe, and Life, in the 
ſame eſtate my Anceſtors commanded, part of which is 
my Legitimate Inheritance ; T have now' no other re- 
treat , bur your favour, and if that be denied me , 1 
muit render up my ſelf ro a Brothers Cruelty , in whom 
neither my Bl-ud, Sex, nor Touth Can ever ingendey Þi - 
ty, Let me not embrace your ' victorious knees in vain, 
before which, all that is great on Earth, muff learn obe- 
dience , and confeſſe thee as great and 4s much Czxfar in 
generoſitie, as in that triumphant bravery, that hs made 
thee Maſter of Rome , and with her of all the World 
beſide. | 
The fair Princeſs had doubtleſs faid more, if Ce- 
ſar ( no longer able to hear, or fuffer herupon her 
knees , though accuſtom'd to ſee Kings whole daies 
in the ſame poſture) had not employed ( after rhe 
tryal of intreaty ) the force of Arms to raiſe her ; 
and having placed her in an eſtate better conform'd 
to what her Beauty mighe claim ; Fear nos, Cleopatra 
ſaid He , the Roman Arms ſpall defend thee from thy 
Brothers threatnings ;, and if he contemns our prayer, we 
will not leave A:gypt , till we have provided for thy re- 
poſe and fortune. | 
He pronounc'd theſe words with a Romay gravity, 
LN IN 
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and a Majeſty that equall'd his Condition ; but a 
whileafter , feconding his parly with the Princels, 
his temper was ſo foftned at the charms he there 
encounter'd , as he loſt all his gravity ; and in his 
following ditcourſcs put a ſubmiſſive behaviour in 
the place. 

After he had re-aſſur'd her fears by repeating his 
promife not to abandon her, he told her he would 
condutt her to Alexandria, preſent her to her Bro- 
ther, and put her in poſſeſlion of her partage in the 
Rcalm. Cleopatra's experience of her Brothers il na- 
ture gave her ſome difficulty co reſolve it, bur at laſt 
ſhe wasconſtrain*d to obey the abſolute will of Ce- 
ſar, who preſently diſpatch'd one of his chief Com- 
manders, to let Pto/omee know, that he could nor ſee 
him as his Friend , noras an Ally tothe People of 
Rome, if he refus'd to receive Cleopatra,whom he in- 
tended to preſent him,with all aſſurance of reconci- 
liation. Ftolomee entertain'd this imperious order 
with a molt ſenſible deſpight, and had much ado tu 
hinder the eſcape of ſome paſſonate folly , but he 
ſtood in too much awe of the Roman purſſance to 
profeſs his indignation, which made him reſolve to 
diſſemble, till time ſhould offer him an occafhon to 
ſhew it at the beſt adyantage.He therefore unwilling- 
ly forc'd himſelf to ſubmit to the impos'd command, 
and in the mean time to render Ceſar more favou- 
rable, he ſent him by the wicked Theodor the head 
of mighty Pompey : but his expeCtation prov'd ſo er- 
roneous,as that generous Conqueror,inſtead of bid- 
ding the Preſent welcom, refus'd to {ee it,and com- 
manded the wretch that broughr'it , to be chaſed 
from his preſence, after he had exprefled how m_ 
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he derteited his Maſters treachery , in terms full of 
Contempt and Choler;nevertheleſs he enter'd Alex- 
endria , where Ptolomee received him with great re- 
ſpe&, and many feigned demonſtrations of good 
will. Cleopatra, upon this ſcore, was likewiſe enter- 
rain'd with kind embraces, Ptolomee proteſting be- 
fore Ceſar,that he was ready to reſign up her partage 
and for the future reſolv'd to treat her like a Bro- 
ther, Cleopatra forgot all the cauſe ſhe had ro com- 
plain, & thus accorded, divers days were conſumed 
in triumphant and magnificent Feftivals. 

Buc the Soul of mighty Ceſer ( wholly invin- 
cible as ir was } could not defend ic ſelf frem the 
Charms of Cleopatre ; [that glorious Conqueror, 
that made the World his Trophee , was now be- 
come Captive to a Womans hes: ad took more 
wounds in his treaties, with her looks, and dif- 
courſe, than he got in all the dangers of ſo many 
combats, 

This cannot ſcem ſtrange to thoſe that knew ths 
great Queen 3 for when ſhe was pleas'd to (et her in- 
cticementsat liberty , it was hard for a man tocry 
their ſtrength, and come off untaken; before he di(- 
covered his paſton to the Princeſs, he endeayour'd 
co give intelligence by his looks and geſtures ; and 
when he thought he had prepar'd them audience, 
he truſted his tongue to tell her, what ſhe had made . 
him feel. | 

Cleopatrs was one of the molt ambitious perſons 
on Earth , and chat paſſion then begining to gain 
an aſcendent upon her Spirit, made her regard the 
ſubmiſions of chac Hered nor unwillingly : the had 
conceived an opinion of her (elf, high enough ro 

I 3 believe 
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believe thatfew hearts wereſo well fortified to hold 
our againit her Batteries; and, obſerving Ceſars be- 
haviour, ſhe doubted not bur he was ſtruck before his 
diſcourte aflir'd ber; the firſt time he ftrip'd his 
thoughts to ber, was inthe Palace Gallery,where he 
walkeda long time diſcourſing of her affairs, and 
theorder his zntention had contriv'd to put them in. 
- The Princeſs return'd her acknowledgement for 
his Courtelies, 1n exprefſions full of Civility , and 
upon theſe rerms they were , when finding that no 
. nnfit Occaſion to unveil; his thoughts, after the 
preparative of ſome amorous looks that fore-ran 
the diſcovery;**l ſhould never have heliev'd, ſaid be, 
£© you would-thus have:requited the ſervice I render 
« you ; were you juſt, fou would not ruine my re+ 
& poſe, white I endeavour to reſtore yours ; be nor 
& amarz'd at this diſcourſe, purſued bezin a more ſeri- 
& ous accent, 1m procuring your liberty., Ihaveler 
« my own fall at your feet, and humble d my ſelf 
£ from the principal authority in the Empire,thac 1 
c© might give it you in gypt;F had rous'd the ſame 
<, Courage to. defend! my- ſelf from you that pre- 
< ſexy'd me-from the Foes that were of Fortunes 
< ftirring up , had I not foreſeen ir ould prove 
«roo weak to withitand your affault, and ftyund 
« moxe:glory in the defeac, than difputing the vi&o- 
& ry. ! Fair Cleopatra, I am yourPrafoner, but with 
&« this ſatisfa&ion , that I yield my ſelf to the fair- 
« eft Vi&or upon Earth, toſucha one from whom I 
<c may implore mercy , . without ſhame or baſeneſs; 
<< uſe your Victory as vertue ſhall adviſe you , and 
£ remember that you cannot ſtill be generous, and 


«< abuſc it. _ 
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Theſe were Ceſars firſt expreſſions, and to this 
Declaration the Princetls liſten d withouc difplea- 
ſure ; for (he could not defire more glorious proots 
of her own merir, than in the conquelt of fo grear a 
man ; and afcer the had ſtudied a while for a becom-" 
ing an{wer,the reply*d in theſe terms. 

&« My Lord, | never cherilt'd fo good an opinion 
© of that little b-auty the Gods have lent me, or 
< thoſe other qualities,that may make me a pretence 
&© to the etteem of common perſons, to believe them 
«able to ſubdue him who has taught the whole 
& World obedicnce ; "cis not egfie to imagin that 
< the vanquiſher of mankind ſhould hook himſelf 
© upon fo weak a bait , at laſt roo feeble' ro hold 
© ſich a Soul as his : the Gods have form'd him 
< of a nature to approaching to theirs, that vain 
© were the ambition of mortal beauties coaim at 
© ſuch a Conquett; nor were tt Juſt, that ( after 
«having ty 'd your victorious chains upon thr Uni- 
c verſe) you lhould loſe your own liberty to a Prin- 
« ceſs, that owes youfor hers, with all that repoſe 
© you have ſo nobly reſtored her. Nevertheleſs, 
* Ay Lord, | receive this dilcourſe ( fuilot noble- 
© neſs ) with a reſpe& due to great Ceſar, and 
© my particular Benefattor : and if his Spirir 
© has made choiſe of this kind of diverciſement, 
«to unweary it (elf from his grand imploy- 
© ments , | am contented to afford him marter 
&« for it ; on condition he takes notice, that I 
<« ſuffer all from him, as my Proteor and my 
*« Maſter. 

Cleopatra finiſhed theſe words , turning her Eyes 


pon the face of Ceſar, with a ſmile capableto per. 
4 {wade 


I20 Hymen's Preludia : Part I. 


ſwade him that her words, and thoughts were not 
ofthe ſame piece; and with an aftion ſo (ſweet, and 
yet ſo Majeſtique, as if the graces themſelves had 
compos'd it ; her Eyes brandiſhing ſuch an extraor- 
dinary brightneſs,as they thot new flames into great 
Ceſars Soul, who by his freſh wound, became ſo 
tranſported, as he had much ado to hinder his amo- 
rous feaver from breaking our into the hottelt proofs. 
However, though with much conſtraint, he retain'd 
ic; and regarding the Princeſs,with Eyes in which 
paſſion was not ill repreſented, 

T ſhould be angry with you, ſaid he, if I did n:t know 
that your tongue wrong'd your heart, when it miſpriz'd 
thoſe bright powers that conquer'd me , for they are able 
i- perform greater feats ; the advantages which my 
Arms, with the aid of Forti.ne, have given me over men, 
are all too weak ro guard me from you, I will give my life 
(if you diſdain it not ) for the confirmation of thi truth, 
and with it ſubmit at your feet all the vows, and thoughts, 
not of your Froteddor, and your Maſter , but of him that 
Conſecrates the reſt of his daies to the divine Cleopa- 
tra, with an entire obedience and ſubmiſſion. 

*Tis like he had ſaid more,if he had nor ſpy'd King 
Ptolomee, whoſe approach to ſalute him, hinder'd the 
purſute of cbat diſcourſe. But the next day he again 
renew'd it,and as well by _ as ations gave Cleo- 
patre ſuch clear proofs of h\is paſſion, as the found 
not the leaſt ſcruple to frame a doubr of ; This 
knowledge ſhe manag'd with much prudence and 
reſervation , not willing to give cauſe of com+ 
plainc to a Man, from whom ſhe expe&ed all, and 
on whom her fartune and tranquilicy abſolutely de- 
pended, yet fac govern'd her ſelf in ſuch ſort as he 
| could 
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could never take the leaſt advantage upon her , nor 
find cauſe to blame her for too much rigour or fa-= 
cility. Bur (he would plealingly flacter her (elf with 
the glory of overcoming him, whom the World had 
not power enough to retilt, The knowledge the took 
of her own high birth, and admirable qualicies,gave 
her a belief the mighr pretend to all things; and 
ſhe folter*d no meaner thoughts than ſuch as aim'd 
ai the Empire of the Earth. 

Beſides che glory that ſhin'd in the greatneſs of 
his ations, Ceſers perſon was very capable of in- 
viting afte&ion ; and rhough he was neg young e- 
nough to keep allrhoſe charms. upon his face un- 
dimn'd, that are Loves Torches, yet he was not (0 
ſhort of thoſe graces, co want much of his primi- 
tive vigour; for his Countenance diſplay'd (uch 
brave and erected looks , as ic imprinted reſpe& iu 
every Soul that ſaw it : Cleopatra, who had eyes 2s 
well as others to regard it,hnding her (elf deeplyob- 
lig'd to his noble offices and affe&ion, inſenſibly fell 
totye on her own chains , and had already begun 
to ingage her (elf, when cheaffairs of AZgypr received 
that memorable reſolution, of which you have 
doubtlef(s heard,and from that belief, I ſhall abridge 
the recicai as mich as poſlible. 

While Ceſar intirely gave himſelf to his love, and 
indeavoured with all the proofs of it to gain Cleo- 
patra's, the wicked Ptolomee, and his perfidious 
Counſellors , nurs'd defigns very different. They 
had found in Ceſar,as they apprehended, little ac- 
kuowledgement for the ſervice theyhad render'd him 
in the death of great Pompey; and indeed that bigh 
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eftcem thoſe that committed it ) had contem p11” 
ouſly treated all thoſe that had dip'd a handin chat 
black treaſon 5; beſides Ptolomee (aw with dctpire> 
the love he bare to his Sifter,and nor wii hour caule, 
fear'd that he would favour and ſupport her againit 
him, 11 the.-partage they were ro make : theſe conti- 
derations joy wa wich che Counſels which Pothenus, 
Adbilias, Theodoris and che reſt of their pretidious 
Companions were ever fomenting, made him art laſt 
reſolve to uſe Ceſar as he had done Pompey , and 
tind a way to his ends by the death of him and C!ec- 
patra. Ceſer had lodg'd none but his molt con- 
hderable peifons in Alexandria , and toiarisfhe the 
Citiz2us had left the body of his forces at the 1ſte of 
Farion , which was fo near the Ciry , that ic might 
ealtly be feen from his Chamber window, Ptolomee 
believed this occaſion might favour the execution of 
Ins plot, and ſecretly cauling his Army (which was 
yet undisbanded) to advance, he made ic approach 
co Alexandria', and aflured him(ſcit of all thote in 
the City whom he knew at his devorion : His dehgn 
was 1}| contriv*d, worſe condu&ted, and wortit of all 
executed. Andit is to be thought,the Gods that ab- 
hor Crimes, forbad Succefs toſo loathed a Tfreache- 
ry,and ſo blinded the Conrrivers of his miſchievous 
intention. 

Ceſar was in Cleopatra's Chamber,when one came 
toadverciſe him that.the whole City was in Arms, 
That: Poth;nus , and Achillas one of Pompey's Mur- 
derers, were Marching towards the Palace in the 
Head of a great Troop , with defiign co kill him at a 
eaſt he had made that day. Ceſar did not diſpiſe 


chisadvice, but having rallyed ſuch of his _ an 
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admirable ciligence, as had rime to range them» 
ſelves about him, he quicred the Palace,and march'd 
againſt rhe Conſ(pixacors, with an affurance worthy 
of himſelf. Bur before he lefc Cleopatra's Chamber, 
Madam , ſaid he, It # nor I that ſeek the ruine of your 
Brother, but Heaven , who ( unwilling ſo wicked a man 
ſhould longer Keign ) does this day preſ-nt you the 
Crown of Azypt. 1 go now to fight for you and 
my ſeif , and 1 promiſe with the Victory our Common 
V engeance. 

Cleopatra had no time to reply, becauſe he inſtant=- 

ly departed ; bur her Eyes kept him company as far 
as poſlible : and knowing he went to combat for 
rheir common Intereft, ſhe aided him with Vows to 
Heaven for his Succets. 
- The Traitors perceiving they were difcover'd,re- 
ſolv'd to fight it out Couragiouſly , and in effect di- 
ſputed ic very hotly,yet the Juſtice of his cauſe with 
his own admirable valour , gave Ceſar the Viitory; 
Pothinus was killed upon tlie place wich the greateſt 
part of his Forces, and Achillys with fuch as could 
follow , fled out of the Ciry to Pr-/omee, whom the 
report of that ill ſucceſs had made retire with his 
Army. * I 4, | 

Ceſar might ſafely have ſtaid in Alexandria, and 
enforced hemſelf by Cleopatra's faftion , which was 
none of the weakeit ; bur he rather choſe co retire 
with his Troops to give Ptolomee battel, & (hearing 
; the Alexandriansof the contrary part, endeavour'd 
co cut off his'Retreat by ſurprizing his Veſſcls) he 
ran thither with that handful of men chat followed 
him, doing ſuch deeds againſt them, as in any other 


but Ceſar would have been accounted Miracles. _ 
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he there ran a greater danger, than he had done be- 
fore in all his former Battels; For, no longer able 
to make head againit the great number of his Ene- 
mies, which grew every moment ſtronger , by the 
coming up of freſh Reſerves, he threw himſelf from 
the Cliff into one of his Boats to gain the Iſle, but 
being diſcovered , he was environ'd by his enemies, 
and preſſed upon with ſuch deſperate fury, as afrer 
he had received divers blows and arrows upon his | 
Arnis, he was conſtrain'd to throw himſelf into the 
wauer, and ſwim that ſpace between him and the I- 
fland,- at without exceflive pain and peril. At laſt 
he recover*d his Forces, gave order for the Batte], 
{hipped chem, and rowed towards Pto/omee's Army, 
who condudted by his evil deſtiny , advanced wich 
full Sails to meet him. The battel prov'd very du- 
bious and bloody, buc I (hall forbear the particulars, 
becaulſs I believe I have already ropdanes things, of 
which yo perſon can be ignorant ; Irſhall ſuffice co 
cell you, that Ceſar was always Ceſar, that the Egyp- 
tiews were defeated with a mighty-loſſe , and their 
King, by a juſt chaſtiſemene of Heaven, being fallen | 
into the Sea,was drown'd bp the weight of his Arms, 
and not taken up till the next day, where he was 
found arm'd in a gilded Curaſs , half, buried in the 
ſand. After this vi&ory, Ceſar advaniced toward the 
City, and at the Gates found the fair Cleopatra with 
a part of the Citizens , that begged,pardon for the 
others, who ( through obedience to their Princes 
Authority) had taken up arms againſt himzthe Prin- 
ce(s obtaw'sd all her dehres, and he encredthe City 
and Palace with her , »n a faſhion wholly pompous 
3nd friumphant, 
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Never was there ſeen ſo ſudden an excution, nox 


ſo many troubles appeas'd in lo ſhort a time. Pto- | 


lomee's evill Counſellors were all either periſhed 
with him , or had ſought their ſafety by flight. The 
reſt of the /Afgyptians willingly ſubmicred to Ceſar, 
who told Cleopatra , that for her ſake he was forry 
for her Brothers death ; but he knew ſo well how to 
repreſent the ſmall cauſe ſhe had ro afflict her ſelf 
for his loſs, as (after ſhe had given ſome tears to his 


. memory , which ſuch an excellent nature as hers 


could not refuſe him ) ſhe accepted the comforts he 
profered. The Funeral Honours lhe celebrated with 
much ſolemnity,and the following day Ceſar having 
conven'd the Agyptian — » in their preſence 
put her in poſſeſſion of the Realm, and with an uni- 
verſal applauſe, Crowned her with his own hands ; 
all che Agyptians by whom Cleopatra's Government 
was much more dejired than Prolomee's, receiv'd her 
for their Queen, with exceſlive contentment , and 
render'd publick thanks to Ceſar for his magnani- 
mity and munificence. 

But the troubles that agitated the ſoul of Cefar, 
were not quiered with thoſe of Zgypr;and in grving 
peace tothat People, he had nor done ſo co his own 
{piritzthe cies of the fair Queen ſtill made war upon 
him,& prevailed,as if the gitt of the Crown of Agypr 
had augmented her dominion in his hearr.Of this he 
daily gave her freſh afſurnces ; and Cleopatra, who 
by this laſt obligation,felt her ſelf engag'd co receive 
chem with a deeper acknowledgment than formerly, 
livid with him in a faſhion, as much obliging as ſhe 
could without offending vertue. 

One day he was wich her by her beds ſide, when 
afrer 
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after divers other Diſcourſes, the length of which 
would weary your attention , taking her fair hands 
and joyning lips unto them, I dye fair Dueen 
« (ſazd be with an ation wholly paſſionate) T dye if 
« your pity does not draw me from my tomb , and 
cc [ vow by thoſe faireyes, which I adore with reſpe- 
<« tive veneration, that 'tis impoſſible my life ſhould 
« longer continue,if your mercy does not ſtrengthen 
<c the thread of ic. I ſhould be much afflifted, ſaid 
<« the Buren, tolee it in any danger , the gratitude 
cc T owe to: great Ceſar, and the parcicular eſteem 
cc [ have of his perſon, will never ſuffer me to refuſe 
« means, within the bonnds of poſſibility , ro com- 
&« fort him. 

&*Tisin your power , replyed he, not onely to 
<comfort, but create me the happieſt of all men, in 
< making your ſelfthe reward tor what I have given 
<« youzno other price can gratife the preſent I have 
< made you, I mean not ofa Crown (upon which F 
<< never ſet an efteem) but of a heart and a ſoul which 
«c can never be but to you, and of a heart anda ſoul 
< which I have made yours with a reſignation ſo en- 
tire, as [ have reſcrv'd no power to my (ſelf of a 
<« further diſpoſal. 

&© This-glorious Prefent,, replyed the Quecn,can 
© never be required with the price you demand, a 
« thouſand ſtich lives as Cleopatra's can never weigh 
«with the heart and fofil of Ceſar : yet Sir, I 
« would-beſtow my {elf upon you , as you demand, 
« (purſued ſhe, letting fall her eyes with a kinde of 
<« ſhame ) if honour could thew me the way to do 
© it; I am born a Princeſs, Daughter to a long 
© fueceſihon of Kings, by your bounty I am now a 


& Queen 
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*c Qneen, and which is yet more glorious, by his pro- 
< per contefhion, [ have t51mmphed over the Soul of 
< mighty Ceſar; Sir,chefe a4-antages having plac'd: 
c« me in one of the tormolt raucks 6 women, do ob- 
«]igeme to prelerve my felf there in a reputation 
« ture and ſpotleſs; and ithould I render my ſelf 
< unworthy of my birth,my preſent dignity,and the 
< afte@ion of great Ceſar ? ſhould I yicid up my felf 
< unto him , 1n any other way, than what his ver=- 
<< tHe Can approve of ? 

She ſtop'dat theſe words, ſuppoſing ſhe had ſaid 
enough to beunderſtoed, and char Ce{ar could well 
enough conſtrue her intentions; yet being by the 
maximes of Stare, and che tyes he had tothe Com- 
mon wealth,torbidden to make the more ample De- 
claration , he ſtood , as if ſurpriz'd at Cleopatra's 
words: nor was he yet reſolv'd toeſpoule her,fcaring 
that Reme would difapprove the allience,& ic might 
prove prejudicial to his defign, to make himſelf 
Maſter of it, as he did in afhort time after : but per- 
ceiving himſelf oblig'd by Cleopatra's word to de- 
clare his mrention, he remain'd filent a while, not 
knowing in what manner toeyade the proteſtations 
he had made her ; bur at laſt he recover'd his (ſpeech, 
and litring hs eyes from the earth, where they had 
been fixed. Tou ds merit, ſaid he, a condition yet 
more glorious , than what would render the favours I 
demand , lawful; the world cannot afford & Spouſe to 
Czlar, more worthy of that quality than the Dueen 
Cleopatra, and 1 do vow by truth it ſelf, that were I 
free inthat eleGtiox , T ſhould ſoon make it known , witb 
what paſſion I deſire that advantage : but I am nw 
ſotyed by Intereſt to the Republique, that I cannit ap- 
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prebend it expedient , to make my conjugal choyce with 
out its appropriation : nevertheleſi, T ſhall endeavour to 
expreſi, bow much I deſire to be entirely yeurs ; and paſ- 
fing by theſe conſideratious,in few daies, (if it be poſſible) 
make known the truth of my Aﬀection, 

Art theſe words Ceſar retired , without giving the 
Queen time to reply : but after that, ſhe liv'd with 
him in a faſhion more reſerved than ſhe had done 
formerly , and would no langer licence thoſe petty 
liberties which before ſhe had permitted him. He 
obſerved this change with much diſpleaſure ; but ſo 
ſoon as he complained of it to her, My Lord, ſaid 
ſhe, you are too juif to deſire theſe things of me which 
T cannot conſent to , without my own ruine ; and ſince 
IT muft pretend to a qualtty that may authoriſe them, 
give me rather leave to return the Crown you have 
given me, and reſign the repoſe and the life it ſelf 
which I beld of you , than licence ſuch crimes, as neitber 
your greatneſi, nor all the obligations I have no it 
can ever excuſe: This Diſcourſe again ſtrack Ceſar 
dumb , but after 'ſhe had oft repeated her reſoluti- 
on , it wrought ſuch an effe& upon his ſpirit, as 
made him reſolve whac *he executed a few daijes 
after. 

One day, afterhe had ſent to deſire a particular 
audicuce of the Seen, be entered her chamber,only 
followed by Lucix Mctel/zs, and Caizs Albinw, 
two of his friends, in whom he repos'd the greateſt 
confidence, he found the Queen prepared to receive 
him in the manner he demanded, only a:comp:nys 
ed with hertwo dear Maids, Charmiunne and lrs, 
my Father and my felt : Ceſar that knew us,aad in 


what manner we were ty'd co the Queens Ilitreſts, 
was 
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was well pleas*d ro have no other witnefs of his 
meended attion ; and, after he had payed his ordi- 
nary Civilities to the Queen. © Madam, {id he, I 
<< have been too long reltrained by ſick re:tons, as 
cc © 2orbad me co render what was due to y Ow 

*Love, and your Vertue; Tam now reſulyc -0 
© creac upon thoſe humane Maximes, thac vlay 
«che Lyrants with me, and preſent my { ſel £0 
«you, i thac Honourable, and Lawful Way , thac 
<« my ardent Pafſion didever truly intend : but be- 
<« cauſe this Marriage, wiuch I deure ro conſfummare 
&« with you, cannot be Promulg'd, withour deſtroy- 
« t1g my defign, tofet che Crown of che Univerſe 
© upon your head, Jet me intreat your conſent thac 
© it may now be known to no other perſons, chan 
<« thole I fee about you,and theie twoſriends, whom 
© [have broughr to witnels this action, in the Gods 
«and their preſerce (if you conſent ) I will pre= 
& {ently eſpouſe you, and if ic may but remain a fe- 
« cret amongſt us, till I enter Reme, and there eſta- 
« bliſh my power, as my de{ignes have framed it, it 
<« ſhail then be publiſhed with all the Pomp and 
& Magmifticenceyour wilhes can invent. 

To theſe words Ceſar added many other affe&i- 
onate expreltions, to render the Queens fſpuir tlex- 
ible to his increaties, and help her over all che 
diticulties (he tound iv thac propolition. Shee took 
a long time to ballance the retolution the was to 
take, and in tine , bytook her felf ro the Counſel 
of her Maids, my Father, and(it I may dare to fay 
ſo) my ielt, butabove ail our perfwations, rhe 
belief prevailed ſhe had of Ceſar, as a man that 
could v.ot content ta violate his promite given to a 
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Princeſs of her condition , in the preſence of fix 
witneſſes, enough to convince him of infidelity bes 
fore men and Gods, which he ſolemnly invok'd in 
that ation : at laſt , whether vanquiſhed with Rea- 
ſon, or undermin'd by her own weakneſs, fhe yicld- 
ed her ſelf: When Ceſar putting his hand in hers,af- 
ter he had called all the Gods co the myſtery , he 
pR__ that he received her as his Spouſe, and ſo- 
emnly ſwore,that he would never own nor acknow- 
ledge any other; theſe proceſtations ſhe ſealed with a 
kiſs in our preſence, and,to contradt the relation,the 
company judging their preſence no longer necetla- 
ry, retired, and left Ceſar alone with the Queen, to 
take poſſeſiion of thole admirable beauties (envy'd 
ofall Princes of Afia) which were then with an un- 
bridled liberty abandoned to his deſires. 

Oh Gods ! Cry*d Tyridates,with a profound Sigh, 
Gods Sovereign Arbiters of our deſtinies, and whac 
has the unfortunate Tyridates done to yougthat you 
ſhould force him thus to trail on his life , withouc 
either happineſs or hope , when you difpenced ſo 
much felicity to the reſt of mankind ? theſe few 
words he paſhonately utrered, with his Eyes lifced to 
Heaven, when Eteccles thus purſu'd her Story. 
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ARGUMENT T. 


The Rebellion of King Pharnaces cal's Cxſar our of 
A gypt, and invites him to an eaſfie Vidiory, He 
leaves Cleopatra with Child. The Birth of Ceſa- 
riO, The early dawning of his rare qualities , both 
of minde and body. Cafars Vidiory in Syria againit 
Cato, Scipio, &c. He wins tbe Battel of Munda «- 
gainff Pompey's Sons , which compleats his Con- 
quefts, Comes t» Rome, and x made Perpetual 
Difator, Hi ingratitude to Cleopatra. He adopts 
Oaavius, and # kilP 4 in the Senat-houſe, {bo Tri- 
umvirs revenge bus Murther , by the death of all the 
Conſpirators, Cleopatra's care in Czlario's E- 
ducation, Anthony in bi Parthian Expedition 
ſummons her to appear before him, He ws takjn in 
the ſnare of her Beauty, Repndiates Oftavia , and 
Marries ber. This rai'd a quarrel betwixt bim and 
Atiguſtus, which is decided in the Batte! of Aﬀtium. 
Anthoriy # overthrown j aud flies with CR 
. K z in 
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nts A,gypt. The Conquerour purſues and beſieges 
them in Alexandria, Czſario zs ſent for ſafety to 
Hy daſpes King »f Fchiopia. Is betrayed in tbe 
way by Phodoi, and preſerved by the loyal policy of 
Ereocies. Hydaſpes receives and treats bim as by 
own Son. Czlario falls i# Love with Candace the 
Kings Datignter. Anthony , through @ miſtake kil's 
himſelf. Cleopatra dies by the bite of an Aſpick. 
The Charatier of Britomarus, and his haughty pre- 
tences, The gallant Combat between him and Cze(u- 
rio. They are poried, Czſario protects bim, Mo- 
derates the Kings anger to a baniſhment. The brave 
ſpeech of Britomarus to Cxſario at their part- 


ing. 
$325, als ICE thet fatal day , which I know 
+ = «© . not whether I may call happy , or 


WY 0 WY unfortunate, the great Ceſar and 
W# the Queen Cleopatre entirely dedi- 
6; 2D cated themſelves to their unreſtrai- 
59 SZ ncd Delights ; and though the Mar- 
riage continued itill a ſecret among us , and while 
the day laſted , they obſerv'd the ſame Ceremo- 
nies before company they had formerly us'd, yet 
the nights by the means of Irs, Charmicnne , and 
my Father (in whom the Queen repos'd a clear 
confidence ) ſtill reviv'd their conrentments : ne- 
ver did Love appear more amiable than in theſe 
two Perſons, C{eopatre liv'd not but in (Ceſar, Ceſar 
was Cleopatra's Idolater , and they forgot no- 
rhing that might prove their Paſhon the ſtrongeſt, 
ind ye: rhe moſt t,acere, that ever invaded Lo- 
vers 3 the Foe Court, Nay , all Agypt toor 
pait 
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part in their contentments,though they knew them 
not ; and I think Rome her (elf ſcarce ever thew*' 4 {G 
much Pomp, as then our Alexandria was daily dret? 
iN, 

The whole World knows Cleopatra was che molt 
magnificent Queen thartever live, not only 1 che 
pride of entertainment, in the ſplendor of her Feitt- 
vals, and the gifts ſhe beſtowed on Autborty , buL 
the whole courſe of her life kept up her ropal Gran 
deur at that lofty pitch of glory , where ths {now 
ſtil] have flown; and then perceiving ber iezt rh 
Sovereign of his will, char was like to be h2 SovCE 
reign Of all men, ſhe forgoc nocking thac imghe 
help her to hold thoſe ailvantages ; and C2far not 
lefle ſatisfied with his forcune, judging her moſt 
worthy of his affe&ion, was never weary of adiniiing 
the rare qualicies of her-Bo.!y and Mind, witch dat- 
ly ſerved to make his Love flame tigher. 

But at laſt fortune interrupted the courſ? of their 
mutual felicities, and Ceſur (that was not born to 
waſte his life upon a Womans lap, for whom all 
great ations were referv*'d, & to whom the worlds 
Empire was deftin'd) was contftrained to quit gypr, 
and with his Army to paſs into Syria, where he liad 
learn'd chat Pharxaces King of Pontus , Son of My- 
thridates, and inheritor of the hatred which he bore 
to the Roman name, though not of his verrues, wag 
up in Arms, and had ſpoiled a part of Armenig. | 
thall forbear to repeat the adicu's of theſe two 
Lovers, for I do but touch upon their life a5 I paſſe 
by it, & only take it in my way to another Srory,ro 
which ict ſerves me for a condu&, Should [ enlarge 
my (elf upon the loves of Ceſar and Cleopatra, truth 

3 would 
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would engage me to defend the memory of that 
g:eai Quicen, who douurie(s has been fouly blotted 
by the :gno1ai.ce 05 thule that knew not of her Viar- 
Triage : but in rhat which befei her fince, with the 
depiorable Antony , I thall make but a ſhort ſtay 3 
their unfortunate LOVES, and [amenrable end bcing 
known to all perſons 1n the world that are capable 
of wnderttancing, 

Cl-»p:rra's tears were too weak to retain Ceſar 
in Alexandria , but he comforted her with the ſo- 
lIemn repetition of his promiſe before us, to call her 
tc Rome , fo foon as ſhe ſhould be eſtablithed in the 
dignity (which his ambition aym'd at) of Perpetu- 
al Dictacor, and then to dealare their Marriage to all 
the world : at chat time the Princets began co per- 
ceive her ſeir with Child , and gladly believ'd that 
the aſſurance ſhe gavero Ceſar of it , before his de- 
parture , would yet miore deeply engage him to re- 
member his vows, and the dear pawn he lefc behind 
him. 

Thus Ceſar march'd into Syria, leaving Cleopatra 
in Alexax#dria , where ſhe governed her People 
with ſuch moderation and prudence , as ſhe taught 
all men to admire thoſe policique , and moral ver- 
tues in her Sex,that were rarely found even in men 
of uncommon parrs ; ſhe ſupported the abſence ef 
her dear Ceſar with much anguiſh, bur ſhe received 
frequent comforts with the news of his continued 
Victories : not long after his departure ſhe learn'd 
that PharnavKes was defeated by him in a {1gnal bat- 
tel, and the War, which in all appearance was like 
tolaſt many years, thus terminated in half a day 3 


a little afterſhe received intelligence that in Africa 
py | 6 he 
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he had vanquiſhed Cato, Scipio, and the King Fuba, 
with a prodigy of fortune and diligence;and, having 
gained that victory, with the Slaughter of 5 0000 of 
his Enemies, and the loſs of but 50 of his own Soul- 
dicrs, he was returned to Rome, where he had made 
three triumphal ent:1cs: the fame of chele great 
deeds, pleaiingly flattered the Soul of Cleopatra, 
and the diſmiflſed all her anxieties with a conti- 
dence that ſuch a man could not be capable of 
inh delicy, 

In the mean timeno longer able to hide the (wel- 
ling fruit of her Womb , and unwilling to contra& 
the ill Opinion of her Subjc&s , ſhe was conſtrai- 
ned openly to declare the tzuch of cheir Marriage, 
andin ſtead of the ſhame and contulzon her fear ſuf- 
peed from that diſcovery , ſhee found her Agyp- 
tians poſſefled with new Joy in the expeCtation of 
ſucha King from her loines, as might prove a per- 
fect copy of Ceſar and Cleopatra. 

The Queen was brought to Bed in Alexandria 
(almoſt ar the ſame time thar Ceſar made his entry 
into Rome ) of a Son not only worthy of his Fa- 
ther and Mother , but of ail that che moſt fruitful 
hope could conceive; never did the light ſalute a 
thing ſo beauciful, the Afrologers never knew a 
birth ſo advantagious; for this royal [ntant im- 
mediately became the admiration and delight of all 
that ſawic ; but becauſe his child-hood was bur the 
ſpring to that luſtre , which bath fince appeared in 
him with riper advantages, I will not {tay upon the 
beginnings of his life, becauſe they are of leſs impor- 
tance. By a general conſent he was called Ceſario,8 
we all hop'd, that though there was little difference 
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between his and his Fathers name, there would be 
yer Jefs in their qualities, and the greatneſs of 
chetiaFion : the Queen took a marvellous care of 
hi» education, and made the whole world to be 
{en reted, tor the mu expert, and knowing Maſters 
I. 24, 2nce> and Exerciſes, wherein he was tO 
bee infructed when his Age permicted him , 
and ( tough I did bur weakly merit that Ho- 
nov, and a betcer choyce might have been made 
among the A:g3ptians) the was pleaſed to make 
me i:> Governour ; for my Father was too old 
forthat employment , and only defired it for my 
teif. 

In che mean time the Queen, what ever conſo» 
lation thee caſted in; the injoyment of her Son, 
was galled with bitter grief , ſceing there appeared 
no fruits of Ceſars promiſe. Nor long after the 
underitocd he had given the laſt blow to that war, 
by the defeat of Pompey's Sons ; that in Rome he 
hap uſurped the Sovereign Authority, and forced a 
Maiter upon the proud City, the imperious Mi- 
ſis of fo many Kings, and t6 large a part of the u- 
niverke. 

Then her hopes began ro ſrvell with expeCtation 
of his promiſe,and Ceſar by frequent Letters indea - 
voured to confirm them, excufing his abſence from 
her delights with very ſpecious reaſons, which for a 
eimeappealed her: but when ſhe ſaw a whole year 
was waſted, and yet no haſt made to accompliſh his 
vow , ſhe began to lofe her patience, and complain 
of his infidelity ; yea, before the thought fit to make 
her reſentments ſpeak lowder , ſhe ſent my Fa- 
ther Apoiodoris tO Ceſar, as well becauſe he _ 
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the faithfulleſt of her Servancs, as that in his pre- 
ſence Ceſar eſpouſed her,and mighr rherefore berter 
than any other reproach the violation of his word : 

this voyage of my Fathers proved inetfeCtual, yet 
when Ceſar ſaw him , he hug'd him in his Arms, 
entertained him nobiy, vave him rich przients, and 
often mentione( the Qi; vh dear cefentments 
of affeftion : bur could #i:--5 nit nc ocher reatons 

for his delay , than wha' ! - lia ' yriieen to Cliopae 
tra; heproveied thai (of 1 as he bad jelt himſelf 
jir (ure upon his imperial th, ce, he would accome 
pliſh his promiſe;but in chat conurion while his Mo- 
narchy was yet Infant , teevle, ana fiaggering, he 
found it nor fafe to enic yrizeany thingy againt the 
conſent of the people, 2nd Scare, whom he 

had alreadic exaſperated witu impoting his 

J oak. 

Cleopatra was contented for a time to flatter her 
ſelf with che likelihood of thele excuſes: but in fine, 
afcer her patience had learn'd anocher leflon as te- 
dious asthe firſt , ſhe broke into reproaches againft 
bim,gave herfcit up tothe ſway of a juft paſſion,and 
probably was haiching rhoughts to make it known 
in ſome deadly blow , when news came that Hea- -» 
ven ha4 reveng-! her , and that her faithle(s C#- 
ſar was murdered in the Senate-houſe, with twenty - 
three wounds, by thoſe that he thought his deareft 
friends. 

This report tel} like a Clap of thunder upon her 
ſpiric,end al! her chojer could nor difſwade her from 
receiving it ar firſt, as che greatett blow that Heaven 
and Fortune could contribute to her overthrow: 
She ſfolemniz'd this loſs with a deluge of rears, _— 

ſuc 
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ſuch a&ions as could beſt expreſs moſt paſſion , and 
would poſlible have abandoned her telf co grief, if 
the laſt marks of Ceſar's ingratitude , had not 
brought her comfort: for he learned that alittle 
before his deach, he had adopted his Nephew Ofa- 
vits (Who is now the great Auguftus Ceſar ) for his 
Son , declared him his Heir, and oblig*'d him to 
take uiS name and dignity, without making the leaſt 
mention of his Son Ceſaris or Cleopatra, This 
laſt aflurance the Gueen received, of her Husbands 
ingrateful diſeſtcem, kindled a difpite that dry'd up 
all hertears, and ſhew'd her caule to rejoyce in the 
ſame death ſhe ſo Jarely bewayled 3 however ſhe 
ceaſed ro bemoan his loſs in publique, though the 
rendered to Ceſers memory the Funeral honours, 
which ſhe believed due as to her !awful Husband; 
but her reſentments againſt thr Fatuer , deſcended 
not tothe Son : for, ſhe nouriſhed the l11tle Ceſario 
with as dear indulg-nce as if his Frrher had till 
been faiti:ful; and r-membring tha. \ perjured as he 
was } hchad been the greateſt of all men 3 in his 
face the beheld the Image of his mighty Sire, as ano» 
ther dawning of her comforr. To him her reſoluti- 
ons intended the Crown of Agyt; and ( though the 
Fgyptians perceiving the Prolomean race was al- 
moſt extin& }) did ofr petition her to make choyce 
of another Husband , the alwaies denyed their trea- 
ties, andat laſtſo won upon them by her mild and 
prudent Goverment , as they were content to ap- 
prove herdelign of paſſing thereft of her life in 
Widowhood. 

Alas ! How happy had the poor Queen been , 
had ſhe held her reſolution ; ſhe had ayoided thoſe 


fa- 
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famous misfortunes that made ſo much noyſe in the 
world ; and her miſeries with the lamentable Cata- 
ſtrophe of her life, had nor forc'd tears from her ru- 
dett Enemies. 

Sir, I ſuppoſe you know that a few years after Fu- 
liws C eſars death, the unforcunate Antony , having 
ſhar'd che Empire of the World with young Ceſar, 
fince called Augnfus , and with him reveng'd the 
murder of their Predeceſſor , by the defeat of the 
Conſpirators,and by that bloody T rirmvirat which 
produc'd ſuch fatal effe&s in Rome ; Paſſing chrough 
C1licie to make War upon the Parthians, he fum- 
moned Cleopatra to appear betore him ; and be- 
cauſe the Queen was too weak co refift cae puil- 
ſance of that great Maſter of half the World, by the 
advice of her Councel, the went to find him in that 
ſt ately Galley , whereof the Stern was all of pure 
Gold , the Sails of Purple, the Oars of Silver, and 
all che reſt dreſt ig that proud Equipage that has 
ſince found the World ſo much Diſcourſe:pou have 
heard of her meeting with Aathoxy , and the Feaſts 
they made ſo full of Pomp and Profufions : but as 
Anthony was firft vanquiſhed with Cleopatre's magni- 
ficence, ſo he gazed not long before he was ſubdu'd 
with her beauty , to which he became a ſlave , not 
with a ſervitude parallel to his Predeceflor, but ſuch 
an one as only expir'd with his life;and would have 
endur'd a thouſand Ages, had the Gods lengthened 
their days to ſo remote a period, | 

Anthowy was ſomething uwferiour to Ceſar, and' 
therefore Gleopatra in bellowing her (elf upon him, 
might ſeem to deſcend a liccle from the height of 
her pretences : Bu, ſince ſhe was reſolved to give 

Ceſar 
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Ceſar a Succ-.ifor , ſhe could not chooſe a greater 
than £4«t-01y amongft men , whote glory was not 

2r blaitcd oy the fortune of Augufia; his birth was 
of ckc molt 1Huſtrious, his perſon recommended by 
a nuinbcr of fair qualicies, and brave ations, and 
his rank no lefſe contiderable than the chief upon 
earth. Cleopatra render'd her (elf to theſe conjtiiie- 
rations, and to the loyal affection of Anth:ny, who, 
for her ſake, «cſcrtig the amity of young Ceſar, & 
his Siſter Ofavia , whom he had married at Rome, 
gave up-all his intereſt in the Common-wealth, 
and his own fortunes that were fattned :o it, to 
give himſelf entirely to her, and conftining hi Ame 
bition within her Embraces , efpous'd her in Alex- 
andria. 

I know the Romans,irreconcileable enemies to Cle- 
opatra'Ss memory, have endeavour'd to diſprove that 
Mariage as they did the former, and perſecuted that 
deplorable Queen in her reputation, after they had 
ſent her co her Tomb by their cruelty : but my eies 
were witneſſes of what might ſerve to upbraid their 
inhumanity , and juſtifie her memory againft thoſe 
cruel ones that would ſtill diſturb her repoſe in her 
very Sepulchre. 

Anthony ty'd the Conjugal knot in publick, but with 
an inauſpicious augury,which their misfortunes did 
fince prove too propherick. They are ſo well known, 
that I believe you are not ignorant of che leaſt par- 
ticular; (hall therefore incloſe them in a few words, 
and (wiftly follow the thread of my diſcourſe, till I 
arriveat what chiefly ingages chis relation. Within 
the firſt year of their Marriage , the Queen diſclo- 
ſed a double birth , a Son and a ks” 

. Son 
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Son was call'd Alexander, the Daughter Cleopatre, 
aiidif I had not named Ceſario, I] would have faid 
chat humane eye never ſaw any thing fo fair as cheſe 
 Twins:indeed I think their beauty was fatal co their 
Houſe, and a cauſe of calling down the Divine Ven- 
geance upon Ant90xy,tor ſo oft provoking the Gods, 
by ſhewing thete Children at publick ſpeQacles, with 
the uſurped names of Apoko & Diana, cauimg them 
to be drefſed in the (ame faſhion thoſe Deities were 
uſually repreſented in, and commanding the ſame 
honours ſhould be render'd them as were ordinarily 
paid co thoſe Divinities. 

I ſaw them nor ſince they were $ or 9 years of age; 
bur at that time they were che wonder of all chart be- 
held them, andit was thought the benty of young 
Cleopatra would not only equai the Qu: her Mother, 
but out-ſhine all that ever were accounted fair. 

« Thoſe that conceived ſuch hopes of che Princeſs 
<« Cleopatra, (ſaid Tyridates, mterrupting Eceocles ) 
« had much reaſon on their fidezmy lelf ſaw her ar 
« Rome, While I made my reſidence in the Empe- 
* rors Court, and agreed with the general opinion, 
« that Nature never ſhap'd a face fo triumphantly 
« beautiful:{be now lives at Court with the Emprels 
« T1via, who tenders her with as dear ay Efteem, as 
cc jf ſhe were her proper daughter ; che fame of her 
« perfetions have already nois'd them in a large 
<« part ofthe werld ;and were I not loath to inter= 
<« rupt your narration , I would ſpeak more amply 
«of chem, Young Ptolomee, her Brother, was then 
c« at Rome, in an high eſteem tor handſomneſs ; but 
«the elder Alexander, whom you mention'd, was a 
« ghile {ince loſt at Sca , without any news of his 
<« ofcape. Sir, 
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Ceſar a Succ-ifor , ſhe could not chooſe a greater 
than Authonvy amongt men , whofe glory was not 
yer blattcd oy rhe fortnne of Auguitus; his birch was 
of cke mott Hhuftrious, his perion recommended by 
a nuinber of fair qualicies, and brave ations, and 
his rank no teffe contiderable than the chief upon 
earth. Cleopatra render'd her felf to rheſe conjiile- 
rations, andto the loyal affection of Anrh:ny, who, 
for her ſake, ccſcrtmg che amity of young Ceſar, & 
his Siſter Ogavia , whom he had married at Rowe, 
gave up all his inttreſt in the Common-wealth, 
and his own fortunes that were fattned :o it, to 
give himſelf entirely to her, and confining ©: Ame 
bicion wichin her Embraces , efpous'd her in Alex- 
andria. 

I know the Romans, irreconcileable enemies to Cle. 
opatra's memory, have endeavour'd to difprove that 
Mariage as they did the former, and perſecuted that 
deplorable Queen in her reputation, after they had 
ſent her co her Tomb by their cruelty : but my eies 
were witneſſes of what might ſerve to upbraid their 
inhumanity , and juſtife her memory againft thoſe 
cruel ones that would ftill diſturb her repoſe in her 
very Sepulchre. | 

Anthony ty'd the Conjugal knot in publick, but with 
an inauſpicious augury,which their misfortunes did 
fince prove too prophetick. They are ſo well known, 
that I believe you are not ignorant of che leaft par- 
ticular;T ſhall therefore incloſe them in a few words, 
and ſwiftly follow the thread of my diſcourſe, till I 
arriveat what chiefly ingages this relation. Within 
the firſt year of their Marriage , the Queen diſclo- 
ſed a double birth , a Son and a npuand” 
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Son was call'd Alexander, the Daughter Cleopatre, 
aiilif I had not named Ceſario, I would have faid 
chat humane eye never ſaw any thing lo fair as theſe 
Twins:indeed I think their beauty was fatal co their 
Houſe, and a cauſe of calling down the Divine Ven- 
geance upon Antvory,tor ſo oft provoking the Gods, 
by ſhewing thete Children at publick fpeQacles, with 
the uſurped names of ApoRo & Diana, cauimg chem 
co be dreffed in the {ame faſhion choſe Deities were 
uſually repreſented in, and commanding the ſame 
honours ſhould be render'd them as were ordinarily 
paid co thoſe Divinities. 

l ſlaw them nor ſ{ince they were $ or 9 years of age; 
bur at that time they were che wonder of all chat be- 
held them, andic was thought the benty of young 
Cleopatra would not only equai the Qu: her Mother, 
but out-ſhine all chat ever were accounted tair. 

&« Thoſe that conceived ſuch hopes of che Princeſs 
« Cleopatra, (ſaid Tyridates, mnterrupting Eceocles 
« had much reaſon on their fidezmy 1elt (aw her ac 
« Rome, while I made my reſidence in the Empe- 
« rors Court, and agreed with the general opinion, 
« that Nature never ſhap'd a face fo triumphantly 
c« beautiful:lhe now lives at Court with the Emprets 
« [jvia, who tenders her with as dear ay Eſteem, as 
c« jf ſhe were her proper daughter ; the fame of her 
« perfeQions have already nois'd them in a large 
<« part of the werld ; and were I not loath to inter= 
© rupt your narration , I would ſpeak more amply 
«of chem, Young Pto/omee, her Brother, was then 
c« at Rome, in an high eſteem tor handſomnels 3 buc 
« the elder Alexander, whom you mention'd, was a 
« ghile fince Joſt at Sca , without any news of his 
<« ofcape. Sir, 
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Sir, faid Eteocles, your relation doth ſenſibly 
Touch me , for while I have life I muit own ſo paſſionate 
an intereft in all that pertains either in blood or alli- 
ance to our dead Gueen, as I Cannot hear them fpoken 
of without extraordinary wotion 5; may the Gods 
Fame them 8 fortune different from their Parents , and 
ao me tbe grace to let me ſee thoſe dear reliques of 
that illuftrious Family, recover their ſplendour, But 
to continue my Story, a year after Alzxander and 
Cleopatra was born , that Prolc mee you ſaw at Rome, 
little inferiour to the other two, carrying in his 
Viſage the fair marks of his glorious birth. Never 
was there ſcen a Court (0 pompous as Anthony's and 
Cleopatra's ; molt of che Kings upon Earth came 
thither topay their homage; and many of chem 
ſenc their Children, that they might have the ho- 
nor to be educated with our young Princes; indeed 
they were brought up with ſuch care, as was due ro 
them only ; and though Ceſaris was not Son to An- 
thony , yet his reſpe& to him was proportion'd to 
that great veneration he preſerv'd for his Fathers 
memory:he caus'd the mariage of Fulius Ceſar with 
Cleopatra to be publickly proclaimed in all his Do- 
minions, declar*d Ceſarie the Legitimate Son, and 
indubitable heic to his Father, render'd him honors 
ſurable co that dignity ; & whether it were to indear 
his Mother , or to appear kinde to Ceſars memo=- 
ry, he caus'd him: to ke ſtyled che King of Kings, as 
he had already Cleopatra the Queen of Kings , and 
diſdaining ſhe ſhould only bear « barren Title, he 
#ave her the Realms of Agypt, Cyprw, Sorie, and 
the lower Suria. To young Alexender, Armenia, all 


Media and Parthie when 1t ſhall be conquered. To 
young 
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yung Cleopatra, Lybia and C1licia, and ro _— 
lomee,Syria and Phenicia, Of chele ſeveral preſents 
he ſent the decree to be confirmed at Rome, which 
nevertheleſs was (upprefled by the Conſuls , Domi- 
tiw and Soſixs, the very ſame you mentionedin your 
diſcourte. 

In the mean time, you know what wars were 
waged while they lived tagether , borh in your 
own Country , and in Syria againſt Antiochus; The 
oood ſucceſs he had againkt Parthia by his Lieute- 
nants,and the ill luck that befel him when he cari- 
ed the War thither in perkon; his reſencments a= 
gainſt Arrabaſws King of Armenia , whom with his 
Children he led Capcive ro Alexandria where a 
while after he loſt his head by Cleoparra"s command, 
as your recital expreſt it. You are not ignoranc 
of the many voyages he made to Rome,where he al- 
waies refifed the Senate that would oblige him to 
forſake Cleopatra, and at Jaſt fell foul wich Auguſ- 
tis by that (ſcornful repudiation he made of his 
Siſter Ofavie. 

In fine, the war being openly declared between 
theſe two Maſters of the world, their grand faftions 
almoſt intirely divided it , according to the ſway of 
ſeveral affe&ions; two greater powers than theſe ne- 
ver met in oppolition, and the world never regarded 
an event with ſo much intereſt, asthat which was 
to decide its Empire. 

My Lord, you have underſtood the beginnings of 
this War ; with the divers encounters wherein For- 
Tune ſometimes liſted her ſelf in one , ſometimes in 
the other party, till the © battel of AHiam, where, 
afrer ſhe had long ballanc'd her good will, ſhe de- 
clar'd 
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cler'd for Ceſar. The miſerable Antony was betray'd 
both by Love und Fortune , and what ever courage 
the Qucten diſclo&d um the fprivg-iide of her life, was 
all revgn'd to the horror of that one battel,, witere 
ſhe aſliitzd ma perſon ; whence flying with 60 Sayls 
in her company , ſhe drew along che amorous Ax- 
tony, whorather choſe to abanuon wich the vidto- 
Ty the Empire of theworld, than to loſe his Cleopg- 
$749, You muſtneeds have heard how after that tig- 
nai defeat they were forſaken by ail their Troops; 
and (ſure Fame has told you of the pititul etfe&s 
that error produced among them ; how Upon a 
falſe report of Cleopatre's death , ſpread by her (elf, 
with dehgn to cure Antony of an unjuſt ſutpition 
he had conceived of her ; that deſperate Prince (lew 
himſelf with his own hand, -and breathed his laft 
berween the arms of his dear Cleopatra in the 

Tomb wherein ſhe had ſhut up her ſelf; you have 

heard it related how Ceſar (having rendred himſelf 
Maſter of Alexandria) came to viſit her, brought her 

coinfort , and increated her to hope for all the civil 

uſage his power could afford; all which the great- 

hearted Princets couragioully difdained,and not in- 

during to (urvive her dear Antony, norto fee her ſelf 
in danger tobe ledto Reme intriumph , ſhe called 

Deach to her reſcue, which ſhe gave her (elf by an 

Aſpick's invenom'd tooth , for want of other wea- 

pons : and how Ceſ«r , after he had pacified Egypt, 

and left Cornelis Gels Governour atAlexandria, 
returned to Kore , whicher he led Alexandria, Pto- 
lomee , and Cleopaira, the Chiidren of Antony and 
our Queen, Thus compriz'Q ina few words.I have 
given Fou the lamencable deitiny of thefe infortu- 
gate 
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trinate Prince, but you are yet to underſtand 
that of Ceſario, and I afſure my ſelf you believed 
with the greateſt part of the world, that Auguſtus 
had caus'd himto be pur to death,as fame did openly 
divulge 1t. | 

& Ts true,ſaid Tyridates,and | had my belief from 

«the general confidence atRome that it was (o, where 
© Thaveofren heard that Ceſaritaving taken Alex- 
© andria,and advifing with his friends whar i: thould 
© dowith Ceſario,the Phylofopher Arr;zs, who was 
«in great credit with him, whitper*d ſome words in 
« hisear , thar aludingto a verſe in Homer mighc 
©chus be interpreted. | 

Pluralicp of Czſars is not lafe. 

© And from that hint Auguſtis(fearing that he might 
© one day diſpurs che fucceihion of his Fathers Em- 
&« pire)put him to death;ſuch reply'd Ereccles,was the 

<« general opinion, and we are happy thar ic got (o 
© much credit among the Princes Enemies;who pol- 

& fible without that prevention, would have made 

<« their purſute and perſecution reach to the place 

<« that proteſted him : But to you I (hall unmaſque 

«the truch , whatever danger the diſcovery may 

© threaten, knowitig well I do not hazard my Prince 

© ;ndeclaring thetruth of his lifeto another Prince, 

* char equals his vertues;and it was but to come che 

*© righe way to his adventures,that with a few words 

*© I couch'd a part of the Queen kis Mothers. 
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The Hyſtory of Czlario and the 
Sneen Candace. 


Frer the Toſs of the Battel of 44;um, and 

the diſloyal falling away of-che greateſt parc 

of their forces, the unfortunate Axtowy & his Queen 
fhut themſelves up in Flexandria,anthere attended 
the approaches of their victorious Foe, with the reſt 
of their forces reſolving to defend it to the laſt man, 
and the lateſt moment of their lives; their courage 
was not revolted with their fortune z for they might 
yer have, protected their fate , and again debated 
the worlds command, if the prevention of that dil- 
aſtrous miſtake had not contrived their ruine: Ne- 
vertheleſs the Queen , not able corefure her jult 
fears of a ſudden wrack, began-to caſt au eye upon 
her deplorable Family, that in ſo ſhorc a time 
were tumbled from the ſablimeſt pirch of Fortune, 
to the foot of Calamity. Oh Gods ! whac words 
C that were fittelt ro fhew the marks of a fignal 
grief ) did ſhe nor give to thoſe ſad contiderations ? 
there was much realon in her fears that che Vitor 
would make his hatred reach to the Children of his 
Enemy,8 fo choak all the (ſceds of war, that might 
grow up toYive another ſhock co the tranquility of 
his dominion, by rooting out the whole Ant:xiau 
race; and theſe (uſpitions made her oft ſolicit that 
the Children might be put in ſome place of Safety, 
and either ſent co the King of &thiopiz , a grear 
and puiſſanc Prince, their friend and allye,who had 
neither felt nor fear'd the Romanarms,or to Herod a 
faich- 
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faithful friend ro A»tony ; or at leaſt ro ſome others, 
whom the change of forcune had not periwaucd to 
diſavow their amity. | 
Bur Antony, who tenderly indulged his Chi:dren, 
could not reſolve to ſee them fo pluck'd from hum, 
or ſend them toſeck their ſat: ty from the faith of a 
ſtranger : he preſented to che Queen, that ch-Cods 
were yet ableto ſend them ſuccours ( contrary te ” 
the opinion of men ) might miraculouſiy repurthe 
rt1nes chey had made; and, fhould tuch a change. 
arive in their favour , chey ſhould repent the cxpo- 
{mg them to a ti:!ght , whole tuccels was incertamn : 
that if Heaven had reſolved ro complcac their de- 
ſtruction, they might expect a berter faic for rien 
infants trom the clemency of cheir Enemy,than the 
loyalty of any barbarous Prince , whole triend{np 


. the Child of their fortune no doubt would folloiv ic 


to the Conquerors party. 

Cleopatra perceiving his reſolution not tobe mov'd, 
and her (elf not able to wreſt the ditpoſal of the 
Children from him,feil ro contiier of his prefervatie 
on,whom he had no part inzand juiging with much 
prudence, that though Augufus might pardon rhe 
progeny of Aniony, yet he would nor doioto the 
Son of fulius Ceſar, who (profeſling himſelt che o7- 
ſpring of a lawful Mariage) while he liv'd, would ac 
Jealt be armed wich Jultice,ro bid fair for kis Fatners 
ſucceſſion , which the ocher poſſeſſed by no other 
right than chat of adoption, rhe lawful power of his 
diſpoſal ſolely remaining in her (elf{for A-toxy pre- 
tended not to ir)fhe conluded that ic was not fate to 
truſt him to the mercy ofthat enemy; and could 
find ne other way bitt ſuch a flight coſecure him. 

L $ Ces 
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Ceſario was five or (jx years elder than the reſt , 

nd then newly arrived ac the fifceenth year, bur at 
that age was become the moſt accompliſhed of 
Princes 3 hisbeauty never found an equzl among 
thoſe of his own Sex, in the vivacity of his eyes, 
and all rhe features of his viſage was ſeen any ayr 
ſo Majeſtique as could belong tonone but Ceſar and 


_ Cleopatra © is ſtature was extraordinary for his age, 


his force prodigious, his agility and nimbleneſs m 
all his exerciſes attracted the admiration of his be- 
holders, his ſprighcly dexterous wit expreſt ſuch an 
inchaunting ſweetnets, and his inclinations were al- 
waies folevel'd at greata&Gions, thar in his tender- 
eſt years,I neverknew him nurſe a thought that was 
not wing'd for acommon flight ; he was inflamed 
with an emulation at his fathers glory, and it kind- 


led the ſame delires in him that before he had done - 


in the foul of Foung Alexander: but in the relation of 
his life , which was made him, and which I oft re- 
preſentedgo his eyes asa model for his imigtion, 
he neverſeta lower eſteem upon-his Clemency, Li- 
beralicy, and Moderation, than his valour and pru- 
dent conduCt; aud all rhe glofſes he made upon it, 
were ſo many delightful demonſtrations to me of 
his ardenc love to vertue. | Inan ageſo tender and 
feeble to ſuppore a Cuiraſs, a hundred times has he 
offered to precipitate himſelf into military dangers; 
and had not an abſolute authority retain*d him, he 
would have followed Arrony to his Battels with 
an ardour , which he found very difficult to mode- 
rate : Such a one, or rather a thouſand times better 
than what my expprefion has made him;was C eſaris, 
vihen the Qyeen his Mother (preferring his ſecurity 
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to her own delight in injoying his lovely preſenc 
reſolved to loſe it for ever, and being conhim' 4 
that purpole, and prepared to execute ic 
commanded toactend him from his Chamber 
preſence. 

She could not behold him with a d-ign neve 
ſee him more,( at leaſt if che Gods reftor d noc tac * 
fortunes ) without re{igning that conttancy, wher- - 
wich ſh:zcempered all her a&tions, co abundance of 
cendertears 3 which (o ſofrned the young Princes 


. foul and mine , as ic fer our Eyes for a while to the 


{ame task. 

Ac laſt ſhe made an aſſault upon her grief , anu 
Rrugling to recover an afſured look , afrerih- had 
wip d away her tears ;: My Sox, (aid ſhe, t2rugh 
your years be few , your apprehenſions do much ore 


- Top thoſe of an equal age and I know you are already 


Capable to make reflettions upon our preſent and paſs 
fortunes ; you are' derived- from a Father that was toe 
greateft of men , and a Mother that may boar ts 
have held ſome rank, among women , a4 will leave @ 
report of her life behind ber that is not ordinary in'ber 
Sex. IT ſee nothing in you, ( the Gods be thankss ) 
tbet belyes your birth , or forbids me to hope that you wil 
net make the Soul of mighty Czſar ( now plac'd among 
the Gods ) to bluſh at your begetting : if fortune frowns 
upon your budding age , and bereques you ( with thoſe 
from whom you had your being ) of the advantages, 
which in part you ſhould hold of her , learn in tme 
to flight ber , and ſtrain your verrue to Captive her 
ſmiles , and force her back again, Tou wear @ Sword, 
after your Fatbers example , that may one day recover 
the Crewns you have lot; ant if the Gods decree ( as 

| L 3 . there 
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t9ere 5 much appearaiice ) that we fall inthis war, 
and peried our Empire with ouy daies , you ſhall tay 
behind ts to win that back, agaiu by the glory of your 
actons, Which we lojt by the laf of ours, Revive the 
memory of Cxlar and Cleopatra, aud perhaps revenge 
the fate of Anrony «nd Cleopatra, npon theſe enemies 
that deftroy'd W. Theſe are the hopes , my Son, that 
move me po ſiudy thy ſafety , when I negle& my own; 
w1y «ffefion to thee makes me commit @ cruel violence 
xpon my tendereſt wiclination "ths fit we part , young 
Cxfar, that thou mayejt £0 beyond the reach of "thy 
Enemies arms , and go in queſt of a better def iny, than 
that thou muft expe& at the knees of &@ pitilefs Con= 
queror, ang indeed it #s unfit that the Legitimate 
Sou of great Czſar ſhould tamely beg a life of his 
adoptive , which be cannot take of him without a bluſh, 
and which be muft never look, to obtain from him, who, 
in bearing the name aud power of Czlar , does nei- 
ther inverit bis Clemency nor any of his ather wertuec, 
To reſerve thee I diſpoyl my beart of its deareſt Sex- 
timents , but ( whatever violence I ſuffer ) T ball al- 
waies think it a more gentle calamity , to part with 
thee for ever , than to ſee thee Cold inrtby urn before I 
enter mine , to behold thee a Suppliant at the feet of our 
ergel enemy, or dragged in triumph behind hjs Chariot, 
to that City , which my Father firſt ranged under his 
obedience. , 

The Queen ftop'd at theſe words, to dry ſome 
difobedient tears , which rebelled againſt her re(o- 
lution; and, removing hereyes from the face of 
her Son to faſten them upon mine; Eteocges, (aid 
ſhe, this is the laſt time that IT remit wn40 your hands, the 


things which I accovnt moſt precious ; I rrutea _- 
| with 
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With bis education, as Ido now with the conſervation, 
of his life, and with it all my own hopes ; let your fis 
delity expreſi you by the proofs T.usk to bs the worthy 
on of Aopllodorus, who dyed as be lived in my ſer= 
viee .," after be had got the repute, of the moſt loyal! ſer- 
vant tlat ever breathed ; take the Prince my Son and 
your Pupil, whom I releaſe to your. Care aud conduct, 
and with yeur moſt winged diligence conauG bins out of 
Alexandria,end the unfortunate Egypt,into Ethiopia: 
the King of that puiſſunt Realm is our friend and 
allye, and the only n:ighbour we have that dares 

think himſelf ftrong enough to defend by own againſt 
their invaſions , and therefore. ſtands not in awe of the 
Roman arms, of him in my name demand a refuge 
for their young Prince, whom I do not only truſt him 
with, but beft:w upon him; tell bim, our alliance 
does not only oblige him , nor the law:s of generoſity, 

that preach the protection of the miſerable ana oppreſ- 
ſed , but the intere(} that is common to all that wicld 
Scepters, to oppoſe himſelf againſt the violence of the 
Romans , fhoſe cruel enemies . of mankinde that 
woull ſtretch their Tyranny over all the Kings on 
Earth, Tkhnow he will receive you , and allow my Son 
all the ſhelter you can ack, This night you ſhall 
ſet forward , fer I deſire your veyage may be ſecretly 
carryed , left our enemies take notice of it , and ſo jn- 
adeavouy 10 (irike at the life of this poor Prince ; Tou 
ſhall have Rhodon and Alexander for companions in 
your flight , with . a few Officers mot neceſſary for ſo 
ſmall @ number; leff @ greater train might diſcover 
the deſign , and betray my Son to ſuch dangers, as 
my timoreus apprehenſion is apt to frame. I ſhall fur- 
mſh you with Money and Jewels enough 80 keep 
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off neceſſity, while you ſtay from us in ſo remote @ reſi- 
dence. Ff we make peace with Oftavius , or, by the 
favour of Djvine ayde vecover jtrength 10 rear our 
drooping Fortunes, I will call you back again, and 
with all the haſt thaz.affefttion cam make, draw you 
from an excile, wbick-Ae#nnot ſupport without a bleed- 
ng grief. _ 

The Queen expreſt her ſelf in theſe terms , when 
the young Prince, throwing himſelf at her feet, 
proteſted he would rather dye than abandon her, 
that inſtead of leaving her expoſed to the menaces 
of ſo much peril, he had courage enough to run her 
Forcune and Autonie's, 

— The Queen drawing new arguments from the 
diſconrſe,and a&ion of this brave ſpirit, and excel- 
lent Nature, felc-a painful increaſe of her affeCtion: 

and, turning her eyes from his face, where they did 
but gather freſh cauſes of gricf: Great Ceſar , (aid 
ſhe, if thou beeſt nor rank'd among the Gods, tince 
he carries ſo many worthy marks of thy lite , pro- 
reft the Son that thou hait lefr me. And chen cur- 
ning to her Son,at firſt ſhe gently ftrugled with his re- 
ſolucion,but perceiving that way would not do, ſhe 

ſternly imploy'd all her authority, and after ſhe had 
abſolutely forbidden his further oppolition of her 
will, ſhe commanded me carry him away by force, if 
he refus'd to follow, | 

Young Ceſaerio bearing ſuch a reſpe& to the 
Queen, as knew not howto diſpence with obedt- 
ence, ſubmitted to this laſt command : and only in 
rears expreſt his grief to forſake her, I ſhall not fur- 
ther inlarge upon the Queens and our regrets, to 
which,and to our preparations for departure,we de- 
| dicated 
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dicated the reſt of that day: the Queen ſent by Iras, 
Charmionne ( her two faithful Maids that dyed with 
her with {uch conſtanc fidelity, as will be che won- 
der of all ages)a Cabinet full of Gold and ſome rick 
Jewells, which ſhe cruſted co my hands ; and fo ſoon 
as thenight approach'd, afcer ſhe had uttered her 
laſt adieu to us,bath'd in a river of Tears,ſhe bruis'd 


_ the Prince in herarmes; and when ſhe had lefr her 


laſt kiſs upon his cheeks, Go, ſaid ſhe, young Princey 


_ mhere thy deſtiny calls thee , the Gods wil! undertake thy 


rotetion , in the mean time foreet not thy Fathers 
P : g 


| greatneſi, and let none of fortunes rude blows over tame 


thee to ations unworthy of iby birth. 

After theſe words, the laſt I heard from her, 
untying her ſelf from her Sons embraces , ſhe 
caus'dus to mount on horſe-back in her preſence, 
and without furcher delay to quit the melancholy 
Alexandria. 

My Lord, the beginning of Ceſar:;o's adventures, 
carrying much reſemblance to yours 3 like your ſelf, 
he was forc'd to fly his Country, in an age little dif- 
fering from thac wherein you quitted Perthia, He 
went out of Alexandria with not above a dozen 
Horſes in hiscrain ; and hethat a while before with 
ſo much potnp had been proclam'd the King of Kings 
in divers Nations, was forc*d to abandon his native 
Country , andin that petty equipage to go ſeek 2 
Covert tor his life in a foreign Land. 

This ſudden and ſtrange revolution of Forgune, 
may lerve for a memorable example to thoſ&Thar 
truſt co her favours and ſuffer themſelves to be blin- 
ded with treacherous Proſperity. The magnificence 
of Antony and Cleopatra had been excuſable, — 

ha 
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-Tiad not ſtain'd that Grandeur that placed them in 
the chiefeſt rank of Mankind , with aCtions that 
pulled the Divine Anger upon their heads; and thoſe 
char a lictle before ſaw ſo many Kings at the: feet, 


bereaving one of his Crown, ano: ber of {j- Had 
( as.the unfortunate Artigonus King of 7 r/o - 
wretched Artavaſw of Armenia) veoltel 2112s 
ſelves reducedto attend their deſtiny i” the ff © e 
ty.that was left them, and, a few daves after, 005 
{trained to take the (uccours of death trom them own 
hands, which Cleopatra (to complea: io Caamise 
ties) had much adoco obrain , ani.} (i i; 3t laſt by 


an Artifice. 
We parted from A/exandria 2.1mo't 25 the ſame 


time that OGavius Cejar, incam;:.! 01 the other 
fide, in view of che wails ; and hal we longer de- 
lai'd our voyage, we had found :5 paſlage free. 


Young Ceſario had ſo long prattis*4{ Horieemanſhip, 
under thoſe Maſters that taught hi; nis exerciſe, as 
it rendered him the leſs unfic :o un tertake the toi! 
of ſuch a Journey ; beſides, he had inur'd himſelf to 
travel by his cuſtome_ co follow the caafe, which he 
would do with-much eagerneſs, ©cing of a confti- 
tution {irong beyond his age; & his prov*d very fer- 
viceable toour deſign, the firit nigh we ftrive to 
reach ſo far, as any perſon, leſs hardy than himſelf, 
- would have been weakned with wearineſs; and a- 
bour the break of day we ſtaid at a Village three or 
four hundred furlongs from Alexandria; where we 
found it fit to let the young Prince repoſe himſelf, 
while we refreſhed our Horſes. Inthat place we 
Raid three or four hours, which expired, we again 


got to horſe , but had not marched many furlongs 
before 


* ts 
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tore [ ſpyed the Princes Horſe, with my own ,, Ro- 
dons, andchree or four others im the company , to 
halc, andnot (ſo much as dreaming of the treachery 
was intended us, I only imputed ir to the wearineſs 
they had concraRted wich hard riding and extraor- 
dinary haſt : we miglit have caken thoſe that conti- 
nued ſound ; but, loath co part with ſo many nece(- 
ſary officers, and beſides, ignorant of the miſchief 
fo that purſu'd us , we were conſtramed to march fo 
, ſofcly,that we had much ado in that whole day, to 
, reach another Town,that was not diftant above one 
hundred fifty furlongs from that where we reſt- 
malt ed in che morning, and there arrived ( our Horſes 
Fo ſcarce able to ſufſtain themſelves, ) we were com- 
| pell'd ro ſtay char night : bur ſending for ſome 
: Smiths that lived there, to fearth them we found 
they wereall pricked, and the nayls that hurt them 
| no ſooner drawn out, but they were much mended, 
yet not {o recovered as toendure that nights travel. 
| I then began to entertain ſome ſuſpicion,and to be- 
lievethis an intended treachery to retard our Voy- 
ag ; bur yer I knew not whom co diſtruſt, our lictle 
Troop was eompos'd of no perſons, but ſuch from 
whom, indeed, we had reaſon to hope an uncainted 
adelity ; my (elfexcepted, Rodon and Neauder were 
che principal: Rodon was made che Princes ſub-Go- 
vernour in his ctendereft years and had nor a leſs 
part in his education than my ſelf; beſides, he had 
a Son there of the ſame age with the Prince, th 
was brought up with him, andchen followed hi 
in that Voyage: Neauder was a man of approve 
fidelity ; and the reſt al} eminent Officers of Cleope: - 
tra's Houſe, thac ſhe had culled from fuch as ſhe 
thought 
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thought moſt truly ; yet even among thoſe we found 
Monſters capable of the blackeſt Treaſon, and the 
molt prodigious Villany that ever was hatch'd by 
humane invent ion. 

After I had almoſt wafted that night converling 


with cares, too reftleſs to admit ſlcep, Ithrew my | 
ſelf from my Bed, on which I was laid in my cloaths; | 


and paſling into a little Gallery adjoyning to our 


Chamber, I opened a window, to fee if I could ſpy 
the approach of day;Under this window was a little 
Garden , in which I over-heard ſome perſons dil- 


ceurſing ; and though TI had little room for curioſfi- 
ty, unleſs ſuch as regarded my Princes ſafety , yet 


then, and peculiarly then I think che Gods in- | 


fpired me with it ; the firſt words had noſooner de- 
livered themſelves at my ear, but I knew the voyce 
was Rodons, and preſently after diſcovered himthat 
calk'd with him,to bea Kinſman of his and one that 
he deeply truſted, call*d Acetes, for whom he had 

formerly procur'd a beneficial Grant from the 
Queen. The time and place made them exchange 
their thoughts with e confidence fearleſs of over=- 
hearers; but Keaven was awake in my Prince's be - 
half, and by that miraculous occaſion, becken'd me 
co his preſervation. 

Kodon and Acetes did but enter the Garden when | 
open'dthe window, and therefore I believe I heard 
all their parly. Theu baft made great haſt, faid Ro- 
don; but is it poſſible thou couldjt drſpatch ſo many things 
in ſo ſhort @ time,coming out of Alexandria but with us! 
: Conrent your ſelf, reply'd Acotes , that the affair 
driven to the mark, of your deſires, that I ſpake with Cz- 
far bimſe!l\.,vwhs well remembred your axme,& —— 

| 98 
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the ſolicitations be had formerly made , to obtain that 
which now you have «offered him : There IT ſtaid , by bis 
command a full h:ue , while be conſulted with bis 

iends ypon the meſt requiſite reſolution ; at laſt be 
called me 16 his preſence , "commanded me to return 


uno you , and aſſure you , that be would not only beſtow . 
| theſe Fewels on you, which the Oueen had committed to 


Ereocles cuſtody, bur bids you bope for more importaxt 
faveurs ; and thy day to expe news from bim upon the 
way, which your Letter told him, you were to take, My 
ſelf cver-heard the command he gave to @ Centurion, 
to be ready, and I believe they will overtake ws before 


|. we reach the forreſt of Agria , through which we are 
- 82 paſſ. They will bave time exough to do that reply= 


ed the difloyal Redon; for our march has been ſo ſlow 
fince I nail d our Herſes , while Eteocles and the reſt 
were at their refuſe , that the Romans will need but @- 
little diligence to reach ws ; but now let us talk no more 
of it, for we Cannot Carry roo much gaution and diſtruſt 
in an Affair of this nature, And thus whether they 
fear'd to be leſlen'd or ſurpriz'd by the dayes arrt- 
val, which then began to appear, they left the Gar- 
den, and me ſti}! ar window, in ſuch a confuſion as 
151mpoſlible to repreſent. 

Gods! What a ſtrange agony of Thoughts was 
I then diſtceted with ? To what extremes of Grief, 


' Afﬀtoniſhmenrt and Anger did the knowledge of that 


loarhed Treaſon hurry me? [I hal much ado tocre- 
dit my own Ears, in athing ſo unlikely , it had 
almoRt ſurpriz'd the uſe of my Reaſon and Judge- 
ment ; the firſt thing I did was to deteſt Rodon's in- 
fidelity 3 chen , upon my knaes, I gave thanks to 
the Gods, for the miracle of this Diſcovery , and 

Petition'd 
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Petition'd the continuance of their aid for the 
Princes ſafety, yet I was miich to fcek for the conti- 
nuance of my endeavouts, for TI ſaw my ſelf, on all 
iides, menaced with fo much difficulty , that 1 
almoſt wanted power to conceive a hope of ſuc- 
ceſs. | 

And now the day, had withdrawn all the Cur- 
tains of darknefs, before I could falten upon any o- 
ther reſolution than to kill Rodor, & ar lealt revenge 
my Prince, it it were not permitted me to preſerve 
him; nevertheleſs having no time to loſe, I return'd 
into my Chanber fuil of mortal inquietudes,and af- 
ter I] had given order for the Hortes to be re#Ccy ; 1 
vwakened the Prince, and caus d him to riſe with a 
haſty diligence; while he was appar«lling himſelf, 
I drew Neander afide, ( having learned by Kodor: 
diſcourſe , he was not of the Conſpiracy with thar 
Traycor) in a few words , I let him know or (ifti- 
ny, which ſhook him with as great a fi: of Cont:i{t- 
on as my ſelf; while we were talking ofit , the un- 
faithful Redox cameto us , the fighc of whom had 
almoſt pur my power into the hands of Paſhon ; 
and Iwas even ready to flie upon him and ſtrangle 
him, yer, with much ado, bridled it, and a(vi- 
ſing Neandet to the ſame re{ervation , we got che 
Prince a Horſeback, concealing the truth from him, 
left his tender years moving too weak to diſgtiiſe 
his apprehenſion , ſhould betray it in troubled 
looks, and ſo deprive us of the means.to endeavour 
his preſervation. 

Thus leaving the Town , we took the {ame way 
was fifſt reſolved , for fear 'Kodor ſhould tend the 


diſcovery of his Treaſon;an we had {carce march'd 
A 
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a quarter of an hour , when the Gods ſent me a 
Thought which I reſolved ro A& without further 


deliberation. 
I confels, ar firſt, I left ſome repugnance, for the 


danger to which I was to expoſe an innocent Per- 


' ſon;but the ſafeguard of my Prince out weighed the 


reft of my conſiderations, and helped mein a mo- 
me:1i tO level all the obſtacles that oppoſed my in- 
tenition : For that reaſon, making a fign to Nean- 
der to keep up with the Prince and thereſt of the 
Troop, I marched ſoftly after with Rodon, whom I 
had ingaged in diſcourſe ; but when the reſt had lefr 
us a little behind( feigning that ſomthing was broke 
about my Saddle) Ialighted, making ſhew to amend 
it, and oblig'd Rodon to ſtay.tor me, telling him that 
a little galloping would ſoon recover our compa» 
nions : beſtdes that I had ſome authority over him, 
the eſtate whereto his Conſcience had reduced him, 
left him not confidence enough to gainſay me z nor . 
was he unwilling co accept of any occafion toretard 
our Voyage , becauſe he knew i might advantage 
his Delign. 

Thus, when our lictle Troop had gained more 
ground of us, and, by the help of a lictle Hill be- 
TWIXC us, we had loit fight of chem, I remounced my 
Horſe , and approaching Kedon, with a look that 
repreſented part of the patlion that (ſway'd wichin 
me; Traytor (ſaid I) thy death zs at hand; and if thy 
Prixce muſt dy? by thy diſt yalty , thou ſhalt yet want 
the ſatifattion to ſee him periſh , or reap the profit of 
thy borrid Treachery. | 

I had nofooner utter'd theſe words, but my Sword 
was in my hand; and the faithleſs Rodor (more 
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combated with his Conſcience , than the fear of my 
Valour) receiving my menace with a pale diſmaid 
look, had much adoe to put himfelf in any poſture 
of retiltance.z nerertheleſs with a tremblins hand 


he drew his Sword, but defended himſelf foill with 
It, that, with a facility which took away all the glo- 


Ty of that aftion,I paſs'd mine twice through his bo- 


dy, and tumbled him upon the ſand, where he vo- 


. mited out. his peradious Soul with his blood. 


After this execution, ſheathing my Swordagain, 
I haſted after the Prince” with ali rhe ſpeed I could 
make ; but caſting my eyes back from the top of the 
Hill, I perceiv'd the Squadron of Horſe that Ceſar 
had ſent after us, marching out of the Town where 
we lodged, which I preſently judg'd to be the ſame 
that the falſe Kodon expected : this fight made me 
ſpur upto my conipany,'and when I had overtaken 
thery ,  approachinyg, to Neanders ear : Neander, 
ſaid I,. Rodon dead, but our excmies appear ; take 
the Prixce with you and two of our men , gallop on a- 
fore to the Foreſt of Agria , thruſt your ſelves into the 
thjckeſt part of it , awd there expeci my Coming up with 
good nowes the reſt of the day : IT will try 10 abuſe oy 
Enemies; and, it Heaven favour my intentjons , hin 
der their further; purſuit of us. If you ſce me mot come 
back to yor ſome time today, at night purſue your vs y- 
age , under the conauit of the God , who will not abay- 
091 You, | 
I ſai»no more, and without giving him time to 
anſwer, made him ſpeed away with the Prince and 
the two that were to follow them, one of which(be- 
cauſe of known fidelityJcarricd cheJewels and Gold 
the Queen had fiven is. Ceſar;c, who had a _ 
0 - 
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docile ingenuity, abſolutely obeyed my will, and 
made no (cruple to follow Neaxder, becauſe I cout:- 
ſelled it; I conld noi (ee him pair fo (uddenty with 
out 1ctting tall ſome tears as a tribure to my feartul 
incertainty of ever ſeeing him again: and in ihe 
mean, turning to thote thar ftata with me : My 
friends, :faidg] , we are betieid; our Enemies are 
Within &4 hundred paces of ws ; RoJon ſtayes behinde 
to make a diſcovery of them ; and behold ite Traytor , 
continned | , ſhewing them Accter; fre, the Vil- 
lain that bath ſo!4 ws , has the Confidence 19 ſtay among 
a. At theſe words I flew act him wich wy Sword in 
my hand, but was prevenred by tucef my Compa» 
nions thac ſtepp'd before [11 as he war preparing 
to fly, and with two blows threw k:m dead»at our 
Horles feet. 

Kodons Son, whom I cauſed to itay with ns, 
though he would gladly have followed the Prince , 
whom, as [told you, was of an <yual Ave and 
Stature to him, and had much 1a his locks thar 
over-top d his Condicion, beheld che Death of 
Acetes with aſtoniſhmenc, when approaching to 
him, and eakinpg himby the Aras , Lfizeved him 
the Romans , that were advancing to 1s a good 
ſwift trot : Ie are all dead Men, laidl, if we ds 
or deceive our Enemies, by making you paſt fur the 
Prince Czſario ; the ferſcnating tu dignity will 
ſave your life; ſur if theRomans iake yu for the 
Sen of Cxlar, ibey wi!l only content theinſelves to 
lead you priſoner io. their Emperour ; if y0u icnder 
' your own and our Lives, favour this jujt de- 
Fell; 

Tie fear of death had ſo feir'd the Youth, as ir 
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diſpoſed him to follow my fatal counſel , which I 
had ſcarce ended when the Romans were upon us, 
and ſpreading themſelves upon the Plain, began 
ro environ us, and ſhut up the paſſage co our 
flight. 

, —M perceiv*d the danger at hand I had expoſed 
myſelf to, andizad well fore-ſeen it Before the at- 
tempt : But the Gods can witneſs, that I felt no re- 
gret to hazard my life for my Prince's ſafety , chat 
there came no other care to my thoughts , but for 
him and his conſervation. Ara fign I made to my 
Companions, we all chrew our ſelves from our hor- 
ſes, and putting our knees to the ground,we encom- 
paſſed the ſon of Roden, whom I hadonly caus'd to 
keep his Saddle. The Romens, who ran upon us with 
an impetuous haſte, perceiving us in that ſupplianc 
poſture,were ſtaid by the command of their Captain, 
attending his orders without offering « blow : bur 
ſoſoon as my voice could be heard; Ab ! whatever 
you be, cried I , if we have merited your anger , turn 
your weapons upon w only, and fpere great Cz(ars Son ; 
ſacrifice us to your rage , if we bave offended, but give 
our Prince hy life, | 

Theſe words, with our ſubmiſſive a&ion, turn*d 
the Roman Swords (fatal to the innocent Son of R 0- 
don) from our throats; for the Captain approaching 
to him with his drawn ſword: For you, ſaid he, we 
give you your lives; but "cis this ſame Son of Ceſar 
we only ſeek to take; at theſe words making his 
way through us, he ran the Youth through the 
body with his Sword, juſt as he was about to 
ſpeak, and probably to tell him, he was not Ceſar's 
Son. I cannot remember that poor young man's 
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unripe tal without the ſenſe of ſome remorſe for my 
own ſuperchery ; but my Lord, it was otherwiſe im« 
pollible co ſave our Prince : and lince one muſt pe- 
Tiſh , ic was bur juſt chat the Son of that Traytor 
ſhould be ſacrific*d to his Fathers treachery: beſides 
I had indeed conceiv*da hope (if hope could ſhape 
it ſelt in ſo ſhort a time ) that the Romans would 
forbear the cruelty of his Murder,and only cui:tent 
themſelves to lead him to their Emperor ; in the 
mean. time I caſt my ſelf upon his body , and (the 
betterto abuſe our — I made my complaints 
ſwell toas high a tide, as I thould have Jer fall upon 
the Corps of our true Prince. The Roman Com- 
mander being a man of quality ( as good Fortune 


' * would have it)was touch'd at my picty, 8& proteſted 
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to me, that he had executed Ceſars Command with 
regret:he oppos'd himſelf againſt many of his men, 
that would have cur off the Youths head co preſenc 
ic rothe Emperor ; and told him they mighr affure 
him of the truth without exerciſing that inhumani- 
ty upon the Son of Fuliws Ceſar ; nevertheleſs, at 


' their ſolicitation,he demanded the Jewels Clcopatre 


had given us : but I reply'd,they were in the hands 
of one of our Companions, called Redox, whom 
we had not ſeen all that day, and thac I believed 
it was he that had betray'd us. At this the Soldi- 
ers fell co threaten , and began to ſearch us, bur 
they found liccleabout us; and their Captain re- 
membring his name was Rodon,who in effe& betrai'd 
us, and knowing the Emperor had defign'd him 
the Jewels as a price of his Treaſon, eaſily believ'd 
that he was gone away with them ; and deliring he 
ſhould rather poſſeſs them by that Title , than as 
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the gift of Ceſar, commanded them to unhand us, 
reſtore our Horſes, and ſet us at liberty to retire 
where we pleas'd. And thus his men marching after 
him , they left us about the unfortunate Son of 
Ked:n , upon whom I continued ftill to a& my La- 
ments. 

When our Enemies were-marched out of fight 
( atter we had covered the body of that innocent 
Youth with a little Earth , and indeed contributed 
ſome true tears to his deſtiny ) we remounted ou: 
Horſes , exalted with our happy ſuccefſe beyond 
expreſſions , and followed the track of our true 
Prince. 

See , my Lord, what has paſſed about C eſerio's 
ſuppoſed Death ; they were abus'd that believed 
he was ever in the hands of Odeviws , for I dare 
aſſure you, he never ſaw him : andrthat if he did 
conſult upon what was to be done with him, and 
reſolv'd to put himto Death, as you related , by 
advice of Arrixs the Philoſopher, it muſt either be 
while Kodon's Meſſenger was with him, or before, 
while the Warre was hot between him and Anthony; 
during which,'tis true, he had oft ſolicited us to de-- 
liver the young Prince intohis hands, or put him to 
Death. 

Two hours after we had thus eſcaped our Ene- 


« Rowy wy, 


mies, we arrived at the Forreſt of Agria, and at | 


the end of it found the Man that Neau#ger had ſet 
Sentinel neer the high way , to condu@ me to the 
place where the Prince was hid ; without this pre- 


caution our task would have been difficult to have 
found him, becauſethe Forreſt was vatt and full of ' 
Thickets. Burt Gods ! what a joy exalted me when + 
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I recover'd the fight of my dear Prince | what words 
did I not utter ! what.tears thed , when it was per- 
micted me to embrace him, for whom , ſome hours 
before, I had been ſhook with ſuch juit apprenentt- 
ons? But chen what a pleaſing (atisfaftion was given 
me ! when (after I had receiv'd my Princes Cereſſes 
overflowing with affe&ion ) I learn'd of Neander 
the inquiertude he had ſuffer'd for my abſence ; and 
iis refolution (afcer he knew the truth from Neen- 
ders mouth , who could nor refuſe it to his preſſing 
importunity ) to return back and run our Fortune, 
without permitting us alone to expoſe our lives for 
his ſafety : A defggn ſo Noble (from which Neander 
only wich-held him by force) in ſo young a Soul, 
pleahtngly confirmed mein choſe hopes 1 had alrea- 
dy conceived ofthe height of his courages,and after 
I had expreſs'd my reſentments of his Nobleneſs, 8 
he rewarded us with tears of acknowledgement for 
what we had done for his preſervation;and,as proots 
of an excellent diſpoſition,paid ſome co the memory 
of that ianocent Son of Redenl caus*'d him to mounc 
on horſ-back,and ſo we got out of the Forreſt, and 
continu'd our Yoyage. 
My Lord, the particular paſſages by the way de» 
{erve nothing but filence,& toTive way to things of 
more importance, which I muſt inform .you of. 
Within a few days we left /Zgypt at our backs, and 
having traverſed part of the Deſarcs of Nubia, 
which are contiguous to the two Realms,we enter'd 
/Ethiopia , and took our way toward the great 
Cicy of Meroe , where that mighty King then made 
his reftidence, Our young Prince ſuffered the in- 
commodities of the Voyage with an admirable 
M 3 courage 
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courage and patience ; he was ever the firſt that ur- 
ged our departure from thoſe Towns in our way, 
where I had oblig'd him to ſtay, and take ſome re- 
poſe : we called him nor by his right name, leſt the 
ncws of his ſafety coming to his Enemies ears,ſhould 
mike them try to finde Traytors in Arhiopie , as 
they had done in Z£gypt 3 and for that cauſe we ac- 
cuſtomed to call him Cleomedon , with defign that 
none chere thould know him by any other name,ex- 
cept the King,and ſuch other perſons as muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be truſted with the truch. Bue why ſhould I 
detain you longer? We arrived at Meroe,whither we 
had ſenc Neander ſome days before, to advertiſe the 
King of our Princes coming,and excuſe the entrance 
of his Domimons without permiſſion, with the preſ- 
ſing neceſſity of his flight. 

The King of /Eth:opia ( one of the beſt and juſteſt 
Princes upon Earth,who hatedthe Roman Tyranny, 
and ever honour'd Cleopatra) expreft much joy ar 
the confidence that great Queen repos'd in him,and 
diſpos'd himſelf to treat the Prince her Son as his 
own: he would have given him a magnificent re- 
ception, if Neander had not difiwaded it, inftruted 
by the fear we had to divulge that , which former 
coufiderations caughic us , was fit to be concealed. 
The King,to favour our Deſign, was content to re- 
ceive himin his Cabinet, where he gave us a particu- 
lar audience without admitting any to be preſent, 
but ſuch as he knew would guard the ſecret. 

The magnifigence and furnicurs of his Palace had 
doubtleſs aftoniſh'd any perſons, but ſuch as had 
dwelt inthe Court of Cleopatra,where there gliſter'd 


more ſumptuous Pomp and Glory , than all. the 
World 
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World befide could boaſt of ; yet we there ſaw ſuc 
an abundance of Riches, as cuſtome co behold ſuch 
ſights could not keep us from ſurpriſal: for, ( as 1 
believe you know) in /Ethiopis Gold is ſo common , 
that it is imploy'd by perſons of the loweſt Rank, 
upon the moſt vile offices : but to contra my diſ- 
courſe upon this ſubje&, I thall only cell you, Thar 
as the Majeſty of the King challeng'd our venera- 
tion, ſo the countenance of my Prince wrought an 
efteft upon his Spirit,that ſoon made him contider'd 
as the Son of Ceſar and Cleopatra; for he accoſted 
him with a garb chat juſtified his Birth, and (aluced 
him with a ſtately modeſty that had nothing in it but 
what was great and graceful, which rather ſtir'd up 
admiration and reſpe& than pity : I had prepollct(- 
ſed him with ſome few inſtrutions, which he made 
uſe of with a moſt becoming grace ; and after he 
had render'd his due ſalutes tothe King : 

&« Great Paince, ſaid he, my Parents, whom For» 
*« tune hath abandoned, have bequeathed me to 
«you, With a belief that you will not refuſe me 
« your prote@ion; and with them I demand it of 
< you, asSthe ſole Princeof the World, from whom 
«lam willing to receive it. 

He ſaid no more than theſe few words, which he 
utter*d in a Kingly faſhion ; «nd at the ſame time I 
preſented the King with che Queen Cleopatra's Let- 
ter, who preſently acknowledg'd the ſea] tobe hers, 
and init foundtheſe words, 
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The Queen Cl-opatra, to the Great 
Hidaſpes,King of #thiopia, 


He knowledge T bave rf your Vertues bids me hope, 

that your Aﬀeciions will not change with our For- 
tune ; and that having been our Friend and Allie it 
Proſperity , one Cal amitie can neither make you for- 
get our Amity nor Alliance : Up:n this confidence , 1 
give you mine, and the Son of mighty Cxſar , Whom 
. the Arms of bs Enemies have chaſed from bu native 
Country, and reduced to wh a Refuge , which, bus 
from you I would mot beg of any. Tf the Gods 60n- 
ſ-nt to guard ws from the Roman yoak and oppreſſion, 
T ſhall dearly preſerve the memory of this Obliganen : 
Bur if ( for expiration of our faults ) they have re- 
ſolved our Ruine, at leaſt T ſhall periſh with this comfort, 
That I truſted not the deareſt thing IT had inthe World, 
but to bim who of all Princes is moſt worthy of the confl- 
dence and amity of Cleopatra. 

King Hydaſpes having read theſe words,and hear 
the Princes, with a viſage moiſtened with ſome rears 


ther Cleopatra's misfortunes drew from his Eyes, he 


turned to him, and taking him in his Arms: Son of 
Czar aud Cleopatray (aid he, welcome ; TI ſee ant re- 
ceive you with an unfeigned j:y, the memory of your Fa- 
ther,and the Perſon of the Dueen your Mother in we ſhall 
ever Chanllenge a ſcared reverince : Promiſe your ſelf, 
not only the ſame Ofices from ws you might expeda from 
your own , but be confident of our protet,ion ſo long as 1 
bave & man ihgi can bold a Sword. F 
An 
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Andrthus my Prince was received by the ZEthio- 
piag King , who preſently cauſed him to be lodg'd 
in the Palace, gave command for the provifions of 

his houſe , and wade his intention known to us, 
that he would have him treated as his proper Son. 
His orders were ſo punCually executed, as in a few 
daies we beheld our ſelves in as high a condition 1n 
Meroe, as we had formerly appeared in Alexandris; 
the Prince had a great nnmber of Officers, a large 
proud Equipage; end indeed wanted no reſpe& rhat 
was fit for the Son of a mighty King in his Fathers 
Court, 

His proper name and true birth were only known 
toſuch as the King honour'd with moſt confidence: 
Among the reſt he pa(s'd under the name of Cleome- 
don, for a Prince only a Kin to Cleopatre, and ſome« 
thing allyed to King Hidaſpes, 

Tyridates at that paſſage interrupted Erteocles : 
Though I have heen :gnorant of Czſario's deſtiny , 
ſaid he, T have heard of Cleomedon ; and tle di- 
ſtance thar divide4 us could not binder renown from 
bringing his nante among uw , and with it the report 
of bis grand atjions that carryed it , Under that 
name, replyed Ercocles , my Prince did things 
Conſiderable , and ſuch as doubtleſs their reputation 
_— reach you ; but I ſhall relate them in their 
order. 

You know the Fthiopians are black ; but the 
Kings having bin oblig'd by reaſon of State,to make 
alliance with their neighbour Princes, and ſo eſpouſe 
whice Women, have partly loſt that ſcorched com- 
plexion of their Family, This King, who was born 
ot 2 white Woman, was only alittle ſwarthy , and 

the 
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the Queen his Wife, who died a year before wear” 
rived in Zthiopza, being purely white, and a molt 
beautiful Princeſs, brough: forch « Daughcer that not 
only Heir'd her mot acrs complexion 3 but became 
Miltris of ſo fair a beaucy , as made her the wonder 
of her own, and the better par: of the World beſide, 
This was the fair Princeſs Can4ace, and the ſame 
brighc Queen now in your houic , which you deli- 
Ver dfrom the greedy waves, where ſhe had periſh'd 
without your ſuecour. To come to the relation of 
her life with my Princes, I have begun you.a Nar- 
ration, which,though ſomething remote from them, 
will not altogether appear unnecefſary ; and now I 
ſhall condut your knowledge through all thoſe acci- 
dents that . compos'd the preſent fortunes of thoſe 
two great Perſonages. 

The Princeſs Candace exceeded not eleven years 
of age when we entred Zthiopia; and we had not 
refaded there above a year , defore my Prince ren- 
der'd his Arms to her triumphant Beauty , and de- 
liver*d up unto it a precious liberty, which hecould 
no longer hold againk che rare perfe&ions of that 
Princeſs, This paffion that entirely ſeiz'd his Soul, 
came ſcaſonably to baniſh a dangerous grief, that 
arreſted him ſhortly after our arrival, with the news 
of Cleopatra's deplorable end, and che lamentable 
fall of that unfortunate Family, 

This ſtruck my Prince ſo deep,that all the comfort 
we could urge, had much-ado to keep him from his 
Tomb; nor had we ſo ſoon appeas'd his ſorrow, if 
Caydace's beauty had not ſtruggled moreſucceſsfully 


poſſible for a Prince ſo born , and newly cutred an 
age 


with ic than our arguments: indeed it was half im- - 
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age capable of the ſweet imprefſions of Love, to 
reſiſt ſuch uncommon puiſſance. And though at firſt 
C3ſario ſtrive hard to preſerve his liberty , yet all 
his luation fainted at laſt, to the confeſſion of his 
weakneſs, and buckled co the yoke of a Tyrant 
that handled him more rudely , becauſe he re- 
filted. 

I did not diſapprove the birth of this Paſhon ; 
for (finding nothing in it fic to cenſure) I no ſooner 
knew ic from my Prince, but indulg'd him in it, in- 
ſtead of diſſwading. He ever dearly lov'd and reſpe- 
&ed me, and not only conſidered me as his Gover- 
nour, that had over-ſeen the growth of his greeneſt 
years , but as him that had ſaved his life, with the 
dangerous hazard of his, and coembrace his Inte- 
reſts, had caſhier'd all other thoughts that had cies 
for his own : this knit him to me with the tender 
tyes of ſuch a confidence, as indeed was only due 
co the Queen his Mother. He open'd his heart unto 
me ſo ſoon as he felt the wounds that Love had gi- 
ven it ; and having demanded my counſel and aſfi- 
ſtance, and found me wholly diſpos'd to contribute 
all to his defires : Fether, ſaid £ , at Love's firſt 
allarm, IT feel « delightful pain ; but becauſe *tis 
cruel enough to rob me of my reſt , me-thinks it reſem- 
bles that Fire , whereof I have oft heard the Ducen wy 
Mother and your ſelf diſcourſe ; and I fear it will u- 
ſurp as much power in wy Soul , as it did in the unfor- 
tunate Antony. Gcds ! ſaid he a while aſter , what 
a bright wouder is this Princefl Candace ? how impo(- 
ſible 3s it to ſee and not turn ſlave to ber Beauty? Theſe 
words were accompanied with divers fighs, which I 
had neither will nor power to condemn, In the 

s mean 
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mean time his flame grew daily higher, and 
in a ſhort time made him a moſt ardent Pa 
niſt, 

I ſhall forbear to importune you with the large 
diſcourles he made me at the ficſt ſentiments of his 
Love, ad only infift upon ſome particalarities that 
fell our in the blooming years of this young 
Couple; and though I am willing to ſtep haſtily 
over thoſe, that I may bring them to an age more 
rational, yet I cannot (ilence ſome paſſages, which 
me-thinks deſerved better than to be ſwallowed in 
oblivion. | 

The fair Xthiopian Princeſs was born to all 
thoſe excellent advantages , that the conſpiring 
bounty of Heaven and Nature can beſtow ; bur the 
Beauties of her Aſpe& , which I preſume you have 
noted, are dim to thoſe that ſhine within her Soul ; 
they began with her earlieſt youth to break our 
with ſuch beams, as were not to be ſeen but in her 
ſelf: her extraordinary vivacity was always accom- 
panied with a marvellous ſolidicy ; a Judgment elec- 
vated above her Sex, and a courage great enough 
to challenge a rank among Perfons the moſt gene- 
Tous : of this ſhe kath given ſuch clear proofs , as 
will ſoon claim your Credit : but before I paſs to 
cheir recical, *cis fit I ſtay upon ſomething that 
preceded. 

The Divine qualities of this Princeſs twiſted ſuch 
a reſpe& with my Prince's afte&ion , that he long 
{mother*d his fighs, before he durſt declare his Paſh- 
en ; and though the ſublimicy of his Birch, and the 
merit of his Perſon might have arm'd him with a 
boldneſs capable to attempt any thing ; and wy 

render 
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tender age of the Princeſs, younger by four or five 
years than himſelf, might well have help'd to dif- 
card part of his fears;yer he always beheld her with 
ſo much reſpeCt, as he wanted the afſurance to ſerve 
himſelf with any of theſe advantages ; he daily ſaw 
her with more freedom than any of the other Prin» 
ces that were educated in the ZXthjiopian Court : and 
the King, who dearly lov'd him, gave him a more 
free and familiar acce(ſs to his Daughter than any of 
thereſt : ſhe gladly admitred him a Companion to 
her Sport : and though he had already a ſolidity 
that ever-top'd his years, yet his aftc&ion has found 

he way to {weeten the moſt ſerious aud important 
employments : he paſſed all his Evenings with her, 
and in the day-time waited upon her walks;burt ftill 
kept himſelfabour her wick fo profound a-reverence, 
that he took no other advantage from the Princeſs 
eivility to licence the declaration of what he felt, 
but by his ſighs, his paſſionate looks, and his a&ions 
full of an extraordinary complacency. 

The Princeſſe( young as ſhe was ) was not yet ſo 
innocent, but ſhe had already begun to diſcern a 
difference between Actions of Civility, and ſuch as 
parted from another motive, and ( as ker know- 
ledge ſurmounted her age ) ſhe obſerved part of that 
in my Prince, which his own mouth durft not be- 
Wray. 

Ceſario, by hisexcellent parts, was already be- 
come the darling of the whole Frhiopian Court; he 
was grown foaccomplilſh'd in all thoſe ſervices and 
EXerciſes, to Which he had given marvellous be- 
ginnings in /Zgypt , that he was look'd upon as 
a Perſon of moſt retined qualities ; nevertheleſs, 


I 
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I «am bound to confeſs that there was a Youth of his 
age at Meroe, which my judgement tells me was no 
way his inferior, but in birth;and indeed fince ſome 
remarkable evencs will have him mingled with my 
Prince in this Hiſtory , he doth} merit a particular 
mention, and cannot withour injuſtice be deprived 
of that which is due, even from his Enemies. 

Among a great numberof Servitors, of whick the 
Princefſes houſhold was compoſed,there were divers 
young men particularly dedicated to her ſervice, 
chat always kept near her Perſon, but at ſuch times 
when Women had only acceſs ; theſe were alwayes 
ready to receive her Command , took care of her 
divertiſements, and forthart they were particularly 
employed; forthe moſt part, they were of noble ex- 
traQgion, choſen by the King from the beſt Families 
of the Realm,and among ſome ſtrangers that came 
thither to inhabit. | 

Among theſe the young Britomarw appear'd with 
wondrous advantage , and though he was the Son 
of a ſtranger, who for many years had made his refi- 
dence in Ztbiopia, and it was ſomething difficult 
to prove his Nobility ; yet the qualities of his Per- 
{on prevail'd with the King to pafs by that confide- 
ration : Indeed I never beheld a perſon better 
ſhap'd , neither for Body nor Minde , he had a 
moſt comely proportion ; in his face there was that 
rare mixture of Sweetnefs and Gravity, his Eyes 
full of a ſparkling hvelineſs, but in his aire, 
port and Agions, he bore it out with a garb fo 
tierce and haughty , that he ſeemed to be ſenhfible 
of aothing lefſe than his own baſe and obſcure 


birch : and though his knowledge tanght him ſub- 
miſhon 
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miſſion to ſuch as he believed kad righc to a Jegiti- 
mate obedience, he could never bow co thoſe who 
had no other pretence to command over him bur 
ſuch as their Birth or Fortune gave them; he liv'd 
with his Companions, as if he had been cheir Maſter, 
and though there were ſome among them of the 
moſt conſiderable Houſes of Atbiopia, yet he never 
regarded any but for their Vercue; only to the Prin- 
ceſs he was moſt flexibly ofticious, and when any 

articular ſervice was requiſite he nevercould ſuffer, 

ur with much regret, that any of his fellows ſhould 
be imployed. 

This Youth was near about the age of Ceſario,but 
hequickly cheriſhed an averfon againſt him, a parc 
of which I believe (confidering the qualities that got 
him the eſteem of others ) his Nature contributed, 
bur there were ſtronger reaſons to.exgſperate him a= 
gainſt my Prince, that in the end tranſported him to 
things that merit the recical, and ſuch as bave obli- 
ged me togive him ſomething too curious a Deſcrip= 
tion of a perſon of his condition. 

My Prince one day entred the Palace Garden, to 
go look for the Princeſs, and in croſfling an Alley, he 
met young Britomarws , who had gotten a Noſe-gay 
in his hand,with intent to preſent it to the Princeſs; 
Ceſario,perceiving it to be a fair onedefir'd ro make 
this preſent himſelf, and forchat reaion ſtaying Bri- 
tomarus, I pray thee, (aid he, beſtow that Noſegay upon 
me, that I may give it the Princeſs, 

My Lord, au(wered Britomarus, it was for that dee 
ſign I made it , and do intend to preſent it my ſelf, if 
you pleaſe to permit it ; for that, reply'd the Prince, 
you may get another, but muſtineeds conſent that T may 

give 
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give ber this, and I aſſure you ſhe ſhall know ut came from 
You. 

Britomarus could not refuſe my Princes demand, 
well knowing how high his credit ftood with che 
King : but heobeyed him with an ation that plain- 
ly told him with what repugnance he did it. Ceſar» 
inftead of being offended at his behavioaur, eiteem*'d 
his courage , and, to appeaſe his diſpleaſure, would 
have reſtor'd him his Noſe-gay,if he had not ſuddey;- 
ly left him, & immediat]y after quitred the Garden: 
he would have call'd him back, ſorry to do him ſuch 
a petit injury, if I had not difſwaded it, telling him, 
that Britomarias was not a perſon conſiderable en- 


* ough for him ro value his diſpleaſure : bur chis was 


not the only encounter wherewith my Prince gave 
him cauſe of complaint : As Britomarius was the for- 
wardeſt undertaker among all his Companions, ſo 
he ſtill carried away the chief cmployment for the 
Princeſs ſervice; wherewith , while he was often 
buſted, Ceſario entering the Chamber, and envying 
the honour was done him, would oft take the work 
out of his hands , and fo conitrain him to leave the 
place 3 bur he alwates did it with ſuch a reluCtance, 
as made the print of it ſe]f upon his vifage : This be- 
haviour did not provoke young Ceſar againſt him, 
though the eye ot his affetion ofren look'd upon 
che others officious forwardneſs about Candace, not 
without ſome Jealouſte : but beſides that, he was of 
a moſt ſweet diſpolition,and far from doing the jeaſt 
injury,the obſcure condition of Brizomartzs hindred 
him trom heeding any occa{ions that might kindle 
diſpleaſure,for he was remote from any unagination 


that his reſeraments ſprang from the true motive 
eha; . 
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that cauſed them; and ſuſpeted not the Young man 
of any other ambition than to raiſe his Forcunes. 

In the mean time my Prince's fire burnc inward, 
withour daring to give his paſſion vent , though his 
face and ations plainly told what he ſuffer'd. Ac 
laſt, after a long conteftation , he gave fire to the 
Train, the firſt time he attempted it wasin the Tem* 
ple of the Sun, where the Princeſs being at her de- 
votion, Ceſaris approached to the place where ſhe 
kneeled, and ſtanding a long cime behind her , tec 
her goon in her prayers without interruption ; but 
at laſt curning her head ſhe ſpied him , and (weecly 
reproving the faintneſs of his zeal , invited him to 
bear her company in Devotion. The Prince preſents : 
ly obeyed her , and proſtrating himſelf behind her, 
I Bend my knees, ſaid he, as you command ; but the Gods 
w11/t pardon me if I ſay it is to you, as the chief Divininy 
I muſt ever adore. 

Ar theſe words he let fall his eyes,and the Princeſs 
ſignified by a bluſh , char ſhe was nor ſuch'a novice 
as not eaſily go apprehend the meaning: and being 
already confirm'd in the truth by Ceſari's gelture, 
the would fain have diſſembled, as if the had not un- 
derſtood him : but her bluſhes betrayed her, and thz 
confuſion that ſeized her would not ſuffer a rep'!y 3 
her filence made the Prince a little more hardy,and 
deſirousto put a progrels to this beginning,recover'd 
his diſcourſe,and without removing his cies from the 
earth, If you refuſe my Adorations, (aid he, you do not 
emitate the Gods, whom you commanded me to prayto; itt 
their preſence I proteſt , that the reſentments I have for 
* Jou Cannot firike ſail to the refÞet ITowe to them ; Mas 
dam, let me theri 'be ſuffer'd to avow this in their 
| | Fenpts 
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Temple, Iconfeſſ it is @ preſumption , and the thoughts 
Shat ripen'd it too ſoaring to hope for pardon from a leſi 
goodneſithan yours ; but I bave kept them Covered with & 
whele years ſilencc,and ſhould not now bave adventured 
to let them go, had it been longer poſſible to hide them; if 
you find ought in it to be condemn'd,to you I will not dare 
$0 excuſe it,nor alledge any other juſtification than the vi- 
olence your ſelf bas done me , againſt which greater forces 
than mine are not Capable of reſiſtance. 

Doubtleſs he had ſaid more,if the Princeſs had not 
intercepted him. This language could not juſtly of- 
fend coming from a Prince, that by the greatneſs of 
his birth & the qualities of his perſon might diſpute 
priority with allhe Princes on carth : beſides, his 
tongue faidnothing t hat ſhe had not read before in 
his a&ions; nevertheleſs this unmaſquing did a little 
ſurprize her; and noc willing toſuffer him to go on, 
T am ſorry, ſaid ſhe, you ſpould interrupt my prayers with 
language that T cannot like , and henceforth you ſhall do 
well to find other ſubjetis for diſcourſe ; If I have difplea- 
ſed you, reply'd thePrince,T will not repine to endure the 
prniſhment you ſhell erdain, and if you have been ſo infor - 
runate to kindle your anger ,by diſcovering thoughts full of 
veneration and refpet, I ſhall think nothing tos unjuſt or 
rigorous to expiate tbe offence I bave committed. 

| *Tis not for me,anſwer*d Candace, to appoint panifh- 

ments for Princes of your extration; I bave only right ts 
compa of the diſpleaſure you bave done me inbolding a 
diſcourfe which 1 neither underſtand nor approve. 

She pronounced theſe words with ſuch a ſerious 
coldneſs,as the Prince durſt venture no more replies; 
& receiving the anguiſh, which Cendaces diſpleaſure 
had given him, at the Centre of his heart, he _— 

| wit 
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with a Countenance ſo ſad and troubled, as almoſt 
pu his face our of knowledge: and I think this grief 

ad gone further , if at the recical which he made 
me of his adventure , my Counſel had not ſtop'd it, 
by repreſenting, that he had nocaule to afflit him- 
felf ; but that in all likelihood he could not hope a 
more favourable anſwer from the Princeſs, who be- 
fore had never heard any Language of that nature. 
Ceſario drew comfort from my words, and reſolved 
this firſt repulſc ſhould nor diſarm his courage. 

In the mean time heliv'd with her afcer the ſame 
manner he had done formerly, and intermirted not 
the payment of his obſervances full of reſpe& 8& di- 
{crerion : but ſhe appear'd to him more reſerv'd than 
uiual, call'd him not fo freely to her recreations, 
and her walks;and though the ſtill continu'd to him 
her firſt Civilities, yet ſhe kept him off from occati- 
ons to renew the diſcourſe that had dilpleaſed her : 
bur if his tongue was muceghis cies & ations became 
Orators ſoeloquent , that though her tender years 
had contributed leſs underſtanding than ſhe had, the 
would have needed no other interpretation of che 
reſpeCt that ty'd his congue, 8 might eaſily perceive 
that my Prince his paſſion, in Read of abating, daily 
took a greater inflammation from her coldneſs;and ui 
this condition he was with her, when there arriv'd> 
a memorable accident thar merics your attention. 

At a ſolemn Feaſt that was celebrated at Meroe, 
upon the Prince's birth-day, withourt the Cizy there 
were made moſt magnificent Courſes on Hor(-back, 
at which the King with the moſt eminent Nobilicy 
aſlited ; che young Courtiers were engag'd for this 
exerciſe , where chey appeared in all the bravery 

N z they 
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* they could make; they ran armed at all points, and 

in the courſe launc'd their javelins againſt a mark, 
and made divers ocher aftive trials of their force and 


dexterity: Ceſario was enter'd his 17th year, and be- 


ing already ſtrong enough to make a ſtout perform- 
ance inall manly exerciſes, preſented himſelf into 
the liſts, clad in a gallant Armour which the King 
had given bim ; his Caſque was ſhaded with white 
and black Feathers , he was mounted upon a Horſe 
white as Snow, which he manag'd with an admira- 
ble grace and agility: This was the firſt time I ſaw 
him in Armor,and methonghe he became it ſo grace- 
fully,as my cies could not be ſatisfied witha ſpeacle 
ſo agreeable. The King, Princeſs, with the whole 
Court, faltned their regards upon him with marvel- 
lous hopes, and poſlible the whole aſſembly yielded 
but one perſon, whoſe attefion he had not attratted. 
Before the Courſes began,all the yong Gallants pre- 


ſcented themſelves before the Ladies they loy'd, and - 


publickly demandedtheir favours,and upon ſuch an 
occafion they were hardly permitted to refuſe them; 
there was ſcarceany that did not obtain of their Mi- 
ſtrefles, either Knots,Scarfs, Bracelets, or other pre- 
ſents of that nature, only Britomarus made no ad- 
dreſs, but ſtood almoft alone at the foot of the Scaf- 
'* fold, where the King, the Princeſs, with the chief of 
the Ladies wereſeated , without expreſſing the leaſt 
detire of what the other (o eagerly entreated : he had 
purchaſed ſo high an eſtimation act Court, that divers 
erſons became interefſed in his coldneſs,& the King 
fimſelthaving caus'd him tobe call'd, demanded the 
reaſon why he ſought not to gain ſome favor, aſwel 
as his companions, to ſhevy his aCtivity in honour of 


her whom he beſt affe&ed. The 
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The bold Youth lifted up his head at the _ 
demand,and beholding him with a bravely-afſur 
look, Sir, ſaid he, I have lived till now among, all the 
Ladies of your Court , without parting with my liberty ; 
and though T have honoured them all s 1 ought, I have 
made no ſingle preſent of my heart to any, or indeed an 
1 willing to beſtow it : T am entirely vowed to the Prin- 
Ceſi ſervice, to whon your Majeſty has diene me the honor 
to give me,and though I ought to look, wpon her as 4 Sub- 
Jet, and adomeftique Servitor, I hope (hs will pardou 
me if I take the liberty to proteft before her, that I will 
not ask,a favour from any but her ſelf : I never had other 
aim but ber Service, ſince I was made beppy in my de- 
dicationroit; and, if I may not exter the liſts under ber 
Coguizance, I am reſulu'd to beg uo others. 

While young Britomaras ſpakein this manner,the 
boldneſs of his ation became the wonder of all that 
ſtood near him: this rais'd a cry among them,which 
redoubled his aſſurance, and, (ſwelling with the flat- 
tery of thoſe acclamations, he advanced to the 
Princeſs ſeat , and throwing himſelf at her feer, If 
your Highneſi, ſaid he, will vouchſafe ts honour the 
emancſt of your Servitors with ſome badge of *your beau= 
ty, I dere promiſe that there is not a perſon in thy Cont- 
pery able to diſÞute the prize of this day , nor to carry 
away the vigory in anykind of combat T ſhall undertakg 
for your ſervice. 

The wordsand behaviour of Britomarws were di- 
verſly receiv'd by the company;manyof che aſfliltants 
cenſured them as inconfiderate and over-bold; and 
ſome excus'd his Youth,and imputed it to that crue 
height of Courage,that had ſhewn it ſelf in all his 0- 
ther aRions,of this number was theKing himſelf,wbo 
in ſtcad of checking the young mans confidence,wit- 

N 3 nefſed 
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neſſed,that he approv'd it, & commanded the Prin- 
ce(s to beſtow ſomething on him;Candace was ready 
to obey, whew-my Prince, who regarded Britomarys 
| his aftion,with thoughts very different from the reft, 
and felt himſelf ſtung with Jealouſfie at the Young- 
mans hardy demand,could not ſuffer the honor was 
intended him ; and conceiving the Princes favour 
due to none but himſelf, was loath that a perſon ſo 
much below him , ſhould carry away advantages, 
which hedurſt not petition for: &,in the heat-of this 
thought, approaching the Princeſs, and bending his 
knee before her ; I was not bold enszugh, Madam, (aid 
he,to afftire to the grace Britomarns has demanded, dee- 
ming my ſelf unworthy of it, as doubtleſi he is : but if you 
»9uft ſtoop to beitow it on one of ws, I hope I may believe 
that my bopes bave the fairer title, and will not come be- 
bind him in defending that glory in all our combats. 

The Prince had no ſooner ſpoke, but his defire was 
granted;and the King not permitting che Princeſs to 
reply, Give the Prince Cleomedon a Favour, ſaid he, 
Britomarus muſt not diſpute his pretences, and to ſatuafie 
him, command ſome of your maids to give bim @ preſent, 

If theſe words ſeem'd cruel to Britomarws , they 
were as pleaſing tothe Prince,who receiving a brace- 
let of Jewels from C andares hands,after he had kiſs'd 
it with abundance of reſpe&, mounted on horſ-back 
with a tranſport of contentment, and preſently pur 
himſelfin the head of thoſe thar were to begin the 
Courſes. 

Britomarus was call'd to receive a gift offer'd him 
by Artimz,one of the Princeſs maids : but he would 
pot vouchſafe to look upon her, bur leaping on his, 
horſe 1n a furious diſcontent,conyey'd himſeM out of 

cng 
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the company without ſo much as entring the liſts. 

The Courſes began,of which [ſhall paſs parcicular 
Deſcriptions, and be content to rel] you that my 
Prince behav*d himſelf wich fo much a&ive (trengch 
end bravery, as he aftoniſhe the whole Aſſ:mbly, e- 
clips'd the repute of all the reft, and confirmed che 
King and Court in the pregnant hopes they had en- 
tertain'd of him; aftera great part of theſe exerciles 
were finiſhed, my Prince, defirous to breath awhile, 
and wichdrawing about 100 or 200 paces from the 

preaſe to the freſh air, he ſpiced Briromarws leaning « 
againſt a tree,and looking upon the manly ſport his 
companions made, in the poſture of a perſon much 
affliged. Though his carriage had diſpleaſed the 
Prince, yet the rejeRion he had procur'd him, and 
the eſteem of his good qualities, with the grief his 
looks confeſt at the affront was done him,exchangi'd 
jealouſie for pity : In fine,his excellent naturecould 
not give him leave to ſee his affiition , and himſelf 
the Author of it, without endeavouring to give him 
the redreſs of ſome comfort : with this reſolution he 
ſoftly gallops up to him, ſpies his face covered with 
tears, and him in a condition ſad enough co require 
a juſt compaſhon. bat Britomarus,faid he, in tears? 
Ts it poſfble ſo great a ſpirit ( the marks of which we bave 
acknowledged ) can deſcend to weep for ſo trivial @ Caiuſe 
of difpleaſure 2 Yes, my Lord, an(wered Bricomarus, I 
42 weep,and I ſhould weep tears of bloud, for the injuſtice 
of my fortune, that expoſes me-te miſeries my Courage Can- 
not brock. And bave you no greater ſubjeits of ſorrow, 
reply*d the Princegthan thoſe we know of? No,my Lord 
ſaid Britomarus', yet thoſe are [trong enough to drag 
me to wy Grave, finco Heaven , in giving me courage, 
N 4. but 
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has not given me a birth that will permit me to make 
uſe of it, I am horn, my Lord, with a beart as big « 
yours, and poſſible theughts about it that lock, as bigh, 
onely Fortune bas put a difference betwixt uw, which it 
may be Vertue intended not , from this blinde chance 
you daily take commiſſions to wrong me, and my condi- 
£04 erdains me to ſuffer it ; you bave oft provoked me 
with ſhame and diſpleaſure, which, though reſped hatb 
taught me to pocket without complaint , my ſpirit 
could #0t leary to ſupport it without ſinking under ſad- 
ws bad I taken theſe injuries from a perſon with 

om I might have hoped to have meaſured my ſword, 
( wherewith I one day expeft to reap ſome glory ) you 
ſhould ſoon ſee this diſcontent diſpell'd that clouds my 
, Grow; bur ſince I am abusd by a Prince, from whom I 
cannot bope that ſatisfadien, I will turn my Sword a- 
gainſt my own bref , and puniſh the ambition 
— » for lifting its bead ſo high above my extra- 
Sion, 

While Britomarus ſpoke in this manner,the young 
Prince heard him i admiration, and thought he 
found ſometking in his words that taſted of an un- 
weighed irregular ambition, yet he took notice of a 
fpiric ſa bravely daring as he could not diſapprove 
It: but withal clearly diſcovering his intentions,and 
( not willing to ſmother his own ) he anſwered 
him with a ſeriqus coldneſs: © I did believe, Brito- 
© mary, that our diſtance in quality did forbid all 
© competition betwixt us,that you need not have af- 
< flifted your ſelf for ſome advantages I have ſeiz'd, 
© which to my thinking,you ought not to difſpute,8£ 
* this perchance has made me paſs by that circum- 

**ſpefion which I would preſerve with wy life, not 
2 ; «© 59 
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& to injure perſons of Conrage : I am ſorry I have 
&« offended you, and-rcally to witne(s that I ama ſo,l 
& will not ſeek excuſes in my condition, to refuſe 
& that ſatisfaction that may content you;l will grant 
&« that to your courage, wich your birth could not 
«© ſuffer you to hope, and poſlible may make you 
© know that fortune has nor pur all the difference 
6 betwiXt us, 
© Ah my Lord,cry'd the young Bricomarus,rdviſh'd 
© with Joy,now you prove your ſelf a pertet Prince, 
* poor Britomarw is a debtor to your Nobleneſs 
& for the honour you profer; My Lord, 1 accept it 
« with more gladneſs than: I would do the gitt of 
«a Crown, and will no otherwiſe abufe the favour, 
«chan to let you ſee, thac he that durtt not demand 
it, waS not wholy unworthy of ir : and fince you 
5 have offered it with ſo much generolity , Ican- 
«not flight an occafion that propoſes (o glorious a 
« remedy , for the diſpleaſures you have made me 
& reſent. Let uz go then, reply'd the Prince, beginuing 
< tobe angry, and if you defire this con(olation, lee 
«us fly the fight of fuch perſons that may hinderit, 
© our arms are equal, for I would be loathro uſe 
© any advantage which you want, At theſe words 
he ſpur'd away from the company , and Britomarus 
haſtily following with a fierce joy , they ſoon loſt | 
the ſight of the Aﬀembly.” Yer they were loath to 
ſtay neer it 3 and the Prince, unwilling to be 
incerrupted inthe firſtaflay of his Manhood , ran 
on about 5o or 60 Furlcngs further , till they 
came into a Valley where none could diſcover 
them. 
There Ceſaris Rop'd, finding the place commodi- 
ous, 
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ous, and turning again towards Britomaruc, we wil / 
go no further , ſaid he, let w give our horſes a little 
breath, end then end our difference. 

Britomerus his courage was ſo high flown, asic 
would permit him to make noanſwer; and ſuffering 
his Horſe to breath awhile,he beheld che Prince with 
eyes that ſpoke nought but defiance. The age of 
both was equal, their ftature little different,and this 
the firſt cime that either had worn Arms , they had 
both Javelins in their right hands,& Swords at their 
left 3 their Horſes were both good, both choſen for 
the ſolemn exerciſe of that day : ſcarce had they 

atience togivethem leiſuge to breath,when after a 
oud defiance, they lanc'd their Javelins at one ano» 
ther with a force fo impetuous, as ſcarce was ever 
more fury ſhown by any of the rudeſt hands thar ever 
were inur'd to the trade of war,which they then be- 
gan but topraile : theirJavelins were both fhiver'd 
upon their ſhields into « thouſand pieces, and the 
young Combatants paſſed by one another, without 
_ che leaſt ſtaggering in their ſears; but they ſoon re- 
curd with their drawn ſwords,as yet unuſed to this 
mployment,and advancing them in the air with an 
auon bravely menacing,turning their Horſes heads 
they flew the ſecond cime at one another more ea- 
gerly than before: the firſt blows drew bloud, and 
the ſecond made two deep wounds. Britomarks 
was run through the left arm, and Ceſario inthe 
Thigh. Never did two young Lions ſee their own 
bloud drop from the Hunters ſpear , with a rage 
more violent than that of my Prince,and the ambi- 
tions Br:tomaruc : they equally breathed vengeance 
and victory , and ruſhed cogether with ſo _ a 
ury 
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* Fury, that if the Gods ( like them ) had forſook the 
care of their lives, their prafticein Arms had there 
begun and ended together. They had each received 
anocher (light wound, when my Prince coming cloſe 
up, laid hold on Britomarws his Arm, and he not re- 
fufing co cloſe wich a like incention, ſtreightly enga= 
ged him in his;& chus locking one another in friend» 
leſs embrace, and putting ſpurs co their Horſes,they 
fell both to che Earth , where they began to rowl 
o're cach other with a moſt dreadtul fury ; ſome- 
times one was uppermoſt, and then the other , yet 
neither could keep the maſtery; but in this trughng 
they loſt ſo ata, F-ens chat ar laſt both riſing by a 
joyne conſent , they were ſcarce able to hold their 
Swords ; however in that ſtaggering condition they 
fcll to freſh blows, and doubtleſs wonld have ended 
their combar, and poſlibly both cheir lives, for as yet 
there appear*d no advantage on either fide , when 
we happily arriv'd to ſtop themiſchief, 

Their ſudden departure had given us ſome om- 
brage, though we were farfrom (uſpe&ing Britomg - 
rus his raſhneſs : but, as faithful care would ſeldome_ 
ſuffer me to keep my Eye from my Prince, I had no 
ſooner learn'd in what manner he departed, but 
wichout ſtay, mounting my Horſe , I ran after him 
with all the company I could engage, and we came, 
as Itold you, in a happy time co part the young 
combatants, whom we found in an cftate that ſpake 
our arrival very neceſlary. | 

So ſoon as Ceſario ſaw me, he even ſobb'd with 
grief to ſee him(elf interrupted , and ſuſpeing 
(not without likelihood) that we would do 'Brits. 
marus ſome out-rage, he put himſelf before him 
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in a poſture of defence, and crying out to me as I 
firſt came int; Father, ſaid he, as you render my life do 
#dt bart Britomarus, «t was I that firſt aſſail dim DS 
compell'@ him to defend himſelf, and I will rather , uffer 
death then vim to be injured ; I will defend my ſelf is 
well as I can, (aid the fierce young man , for it ;; #ot 
fit I ſhould bold it of you, after having done my utmoſt to 
take away yours, Theſe generous and gallant words 
on both fides gave us new wonder; in the mean time 
having taken care, according to my Prince his de- 
fire , that Britomerus ſhould not ſuffer, we haftily 
lighced from our horſes, and ran to the two Com- 
batancs, juſt as they were ready to fall to the ground 
with weakneſs: Iſnatch'd my Princein my arms,and 
wetted his face with my tears; but whilſt I was help- 
ing him a horſeback, and getting up my ſelf behind 
him, he defired the ſame office might be done to 
Fritomarus : and not only content to take that care 
for him, he made Neander get up in my place, and 
ſent me before to the King to beg the young mans 
pardon, and to proteft that he would never come in 
his preſence till he had granted it : I obey'd his com- 

- mand,but fonnd it no eaſte task to reverſe the Kings - 
reſolution, who had abſolutely defign'd Britomarus 
for puniſhment : bur at laſt he granted mercy, upon 
condition,that ſo ſoon as his wounds were healed,he 
ſhonld leave the Court,and never more recurn,upon 
forfeit of his life. 

In the mean time my Prince was condu&ed to his 
Lodgings , preſently put to bed, and ſearched by 
Chirurgions; his wounds were found not dangerous, 
only the loſs of blood had done him the greateſt 
miſchief; and after the application of ſome neceflary 

remedies, 
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remedies, t hey enjoyn'd him a filent repoſe without 
any diſturbance till the next day, | 

In the mean time, the bruit of his generous gal- 
Jancry ſpread it ſelf in a moment, andthe relation 
of Britomarws himſelf co his friends of the bravery 
and nobleneſs of his behaviour filled the whole 
Court with admiration. Oh how gladly I drank up 
his Praiſes from every mouth, how ſweerly was my 
fear and diſpleaſure vanquiſhed that his wounds had 
given me ! the gentleneſs and grandeur of that firſt 
ation, made me gladly conclude him worthy to be 
what he was ; .and though I blamed the Prince for 
that paſſage , to prevent future hazards by the like, 
yet I did it in ſuch terms as gavehim a clear diſco» 
very that I could not diſapprove ic. 

So ſoon as the Chirurgions would permit him to 
be ſeen,the King came to viſit him,and after he lad 
expreſt the intereft he took in his recovery, with 
words full of afte&ion, he fell a commending that 
aQion, as indeed it merited, and yet in ſome ſort, 
gently blam'd him by the conſequence of an intrea- 
ty,no more with ſo careleſs a yalour to hazard the 
Son of Ceſar and Cleopatra againſt a man of Britoma- 
rus condition. 

The King was ſcarce parted from him, when by 
his own orders, the Princeſs his Daughter came to 
viſit him;but ac chat fight his joy was ſoexceſlive, as 
his wounds had like to have brokelooſe, and by the 
change of his countenance, had they but mark'd ir, 
they might have eafily known what his heart meanr 
by ir. The faic Princeſs having taken a ſeat by 
his. Bed-fide , accepted his thanks for her vific 
with a Majcſtique Motleſty , Her Anſwer ex- 

preſſing 
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prefling in very -obliging terms, the grief ſhe took 
for his hurts. This conducted Ceſaris's paſſion into 
the Scene, for perceiving the Princeſles attendants, 
Kept themſelves at a diſtance through reſpe& : **Ma- 
© dam, ſaid be, it was bur juſt that I ſhould buy 
*& your favours with the blood they have coſt me ; 
© but had Taddedallthat is lefc in my veins,to what 
*© is already gone, it would not have paid for the 
© meaneſt part of them. Iam ſorry, ſaid Candace, 
* the King ſhould command me to give you ſo dan- 
*© gerous a preſent, which at beſt has coſt you ſome 
© blood roo precious to [pill for ſo mean a toy ; you 
* undervalue that, ſaid Ceſars Son, that the moſt 
© ambitious Princes would prefer to Empires ; bur 
*© mighc I diſpute this ſubje& againſt any other bur 
*© your ſelf, the World has not a perſon trom whom 
© I would not force a confeſſion,that all things elſe, 
© though of che higheſt value, become worthieſ(s & 
© concemptible , when compar'a with the Princeſs 
© Candace favours, and indeed it ſhould teach me a 
* higher pride, if your own free choice, without the 
* Kings command had beſtow'd it, and it had not 
© only been the child of obedience. Madam, I know 
© this defire has too much ambition, but I am grown 
© too weak to repulſe it ; and ifit had kmdled your 
&« diſpleaſure, Madam , behold me in an eftare to 
& quench it with the reſt of my blood that 1s lefr, 
© and ſo make my life the expiation. 
& [| demand no ſuch reparation, ſaid the Princeſs, 
e« as you offer for the offence ; your life is not prized 
«ſolow, but we can rather chooſe to ſuffer ſome- 
& ching from you, than put that in hazard; but I 
& ſhould takeit well at your hands, would you turn 
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«the tide of your diſcourſe upon another ſubject, 
c and nor oblige me to hear that, which muſt make 
« my vilits leſs frequent. 

Theſe words came (o ſeriouſly from her, that the 
Prince began to fear indeed he had diſpleaſed, and 
from that chought, © If cither my diſcourſe or atti- 
© on, ſeid be, have made meſo wretched, to urge 
«your diſpleaſure, I do here yow to puniſh my ſelf 
« with a 11gour that ſhall ſatisfie your anger; the 
&« Gods raiſed Britomerws tocallto an account my 
© unjuſt ambicion ; for teaching my Eyes ſuch aſpi= 
© ring looks ; but if his Arm was nor ſtrong enough 
© to doit alone,I will enforce theJuſtice of his quar- 
cc rel by the afliſtance of my own 3 and fince it is a 
© raſhneſs worthy of your anger, to ſpeak of a pa(- 
< fjon you cannot brook, Iam reſoly'dto doom my 
© tongue to an cternal filence. 

The Prince put ſuch a paſſionate ation to theſe 
words ,as it ſoftened Candace to ſome pitty; and not 
willing with a barſh reply to exaſperate his afflictt» 
ons, I have already told you , ſaid the, that IT deſire no 
ſuch cruel reparations of you, and do tell you again,that 


 #f only behoves you ro mind your recovery in a place where 


none can wiſh you ill. 

She had gone further, ifthearrival of divers per- 
ſons, who then encred the Chamber, had not incer- 
rupted the diſcourſe ; among whom was Tyribaſis 
the Kings favourice, or rather the ſecond King of 
Ethiopia, whom though I have nor yer mention'd, 
mult make up a principal part in the progreſs of this 
Hiſtory. 

This man was of illuſtrious extration among 
the ZZthiopiens, of a great courage , anda greater 

ain- 


I92 Hymen's Preludia» + Part x. 


ambition, comly of perſon, dextrous in every thing 
he undertook, and indeed worthy to fit where For- 
tune had plac'd him 3 his credit with the King was 
not greater than with the Soldiery, in whoſe hearts 
he had got the power ( by commanding them in fe- 
veral warlike expeditions ) of an abſolute diſpoſal. 
In fine,he was the chief man of Atbjopia, and though 
others were born nearer unto the Crown, their au- 
thority nor only fel] ſhort of his, but was entirely 
ſtrangled by it ; and, as then there being no diſſen- 
tion between my Prince and he , knowing that the 
« King de(ir'd it, he appear'd his friend, and at that 
time gave him a very civill vilit; where,aftcer he had 
ſtaid with him cill the Princeſs withdrew,heattended 
her back co her lodgings; afcer this my Prince often 
ſaw her, while his wounds confined him co his Bed, 
without gaining the leaſt intelligence by her diſ- 
courſe how to faſten any judgment upon his fortune, 
or know what was hid within her breft. 

Andnow he had left his bed, and was reſfolv*d the 
next day to quit the Chamber ; when one came to 
tell him that Britomarws { whoſe recovery had been 
as forward as his ) was at the door, and defir'd per- 
mifftion to ſee him. We much difiwaded this incer- 
view, ſuſpe&ing that Britomarys ( whole deſperate 
rage had (o lately made the danger of it known)had 
Carried ſome delign againſt the Princes life; bat he 
knew his heart better than we, and not having 
power to diftruſt him, commanded us' to condudt 
him in, | 

Britomarus enter'd the Chamber with a viſage 
ſomething pale, and his Armin a Scart ; bur with a 


Countenance ſonoble, and fb bravely afſur'd, that 
vn 
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in ſpight of prejudice it even wreſted both eſteem 
and atfeftion from ns : Ceſario roſe up to meet him, 
whom Brit:marus having reſpeCtively accolted , 
though with a very (ad look, ©* My Lord, ſai4ve [ 
* could not carry away my ſelf from this Court, 
© without leaving my thanks behind me forthe fa» 
*yours you have made me receive ; you have per- 
© mitted me ( a poor Souldier as 1 am) to draw 
<« my Sword agaeimit a great Prince, defended me 
« from the fury of your Servants,and employ'd y our 
< credit with the King to (ave my life. Thete Oblt> 
« gations, great as they are, cannot make me your 
« triend; the dilhonour you have done me, and the 
« ditpleaſure I reſent to abandon a place for your 
«ſake, where I had ſo ſtrong a tye, have forcei! 
«© my diſpoticion ro oppole aud refiſt it, Nor is it on- 
«ly io diſcharge my heart of theſe words, that has 
« brought meto take my leave of you ; buc co allure 
« you, though I mult be your enemy,l1 (hall diligent= 
«ly feck occation to be quit with your generoſt- 
«ty, lam now going inqueſt of glory , and poſ- 
« ble may tnd a fortune in ſome other Country, 
«char will bele(s ingratetul than this. TI hope the 
& Sword which I had the honourto draw againſt 
c« you, will reap me advantages that may permir me 
« tofee yOu 2g2in upon the ſame occaon: nip hearc 
cells nie my birth 1s not inferior to yours, and 
(«if it deceives me, I will puniſh the falſhood by ma- 
<« kind it dig for that in a Mine of danger, which my 
& excraGion hath refus'd me : I have appear'd wor- 
<«chy tobe ſcorn'd by the King of Atii92pia, the 
© Princeſs his Danighter, and your ſelf, bur I muſt 
* preſume totell you, that none of you yer have 
| Frrow ft 
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&« know me, and I dare hope one day to appear in 
« a condition that may challenge a better notiee. 
When he had ended theſe words, and given a 
reſpeCive reverence tothe Prince, without ſtaying 
for anſwer, he departed the Chamber, though the 
Prince called him back, and follow'd to ſpeak with 
himzand immediatly mounting his Horſe,he quitted 
Meroe with the Zthiopian Court,and was never ſecn 
there ſince. 
Tyridates ftay'd Eteocles at this paſlage, © I am deep- 
«ly deceived, ſaid he, if 1 benort ableto learn you 
© news of this Bratomarwus you ſpeak of, and they arc 
© {uch and ſo great as I wonder they fhould miſs the 
& way to your Ear: but this merits a particular di(- 
© courſe, and I] will not interrupt yours, Eteccles 
was going on with his Story ; when one told him 
that the Queen was awake, and had call'd for him, 
which made him rake leave of Tyridates for ſome 
mometits; in the mean timethe Prince call'd for his 
cloaths, andquitted his Bed, where Ereocles Story ) 
had detain'd him longer than ordinary, 
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The ſight of Alexandria regews Candace's complaints 
for her Czlars lifs. Tyridates invites her to take the 
fFeſh air, with the promiſe of a pleaſant walk,; where, 
preparing togo 0n With her Story, (he is interrupted by 
the arrival of a ſtrange Knight, who is known by Ty* 
ridatesfo be Coriolanus Prince of Mauritania. | He 
1gnorantly reſcues Zenodorus, from Britomarus, 4 
he was ready to kill him : while the Knights fight, the 
Pyrate eſcapes. Tyridates interpoſes bis perſwaſions its 
vain. The arrival of Czſario diſorders the Combat, 
and for a while makes it Tripartite. His Cask 
Bruck off by Bricomarus , and Candace knows him, 
They are parted. Zenodorus returns with twenty 
Horſemen,who aſſail the Knights, while he carries away 
Candace. Britomarus ſeves Czſario's life,who puns 
away in purſute of Zenodorus. The Pyrates men are 
all flain but three , by the prodigious valour of the 
C:mbatants. Candace i miſs'4 by Tyridates , who 
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enzares the reſt to joyn with bim in purſuit of the Ravi- 
ſher. Their ſearch proves vain, and they all return 10 


Tyridates houſe. 
F the fair Queen wak'dlate that day, 


it was not fo much to be jmputed to 
her wearinels of the former, as to 
her cruel cares, that refuſed to be 
charmed by {lcep ill day was ready 
2x to break; the conlideration and 
complaint of hes diſaſters, had almott ſwallowed 
th: wholenight , and that courage that had (hewr, 
It iclf great in all the accidents ; of her life, could 
not ſomerimes deny homageto a griet (00 jult to be 
condemned: The troubles of a "Kingdor T (eithe! 
* Joſt or very ſtaggering) cond not feed her griets {0 
high , bur the continual fears for the loſs of that 
which her (oul indulged , batter'd it with more vio- 
LeWce« ... 
Theſe juſt and cruel apprehenfions,not only drew 
fighs from her breſt , bur Jaments from her mouth, 
with a brook of teas from ir fair eres, which they 
Tet fall in ſuch abundance, as her Pillow was who)- 
ly ſteep'din the ſtream. 
Good Gods! (aid ſhe, Bhat ar? the offences have pro- 
v0k'd your impetuous rage aginit me ? And what Could 
a poor Maid Commit worthy of ſb meny marks of yonr 
TotraGed anger eV asit fo greet & crime for Candace 
ts love the ſon of Cxfar,that the lift of one of the faire! 
Crowns in the world , ſuch unparall:'d perſecutions 6 
my ſex and condition, with ſo muny dangerous hazards 
that I ba mY un both of my (ite and bonour, could n:t ex- 
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brance of perils, to which you have expoſed that which 75 
more dear to we than my ſelf ? Alas ! continued fhe,'ts 
ty0 probable my dear Czſar lives nit; for, if Heaver 
dil not ſend him particular aſſitance, he could not bus be 
cruſhed with ſo many dangers(joyn'4 with bis ſorrow for 
my loft) that my malicious fortune bas thrown up him 
Ah ! if it be ſo, juſt Heaven do nor ſuffer the wretched 
Candace to ſurvzve bim one moment ; ſnatch her #10 
more out of the jaws of Neptune, #8r the hands of her 
Enemies, by a reſcue a thouſand times more Cruel thais 
that death from which yzu have guarded ber, 

The fair Queen had enlarged her complaints, it 
the Maid that lay wich her, who had much influence 
upon her,had not turn'd their current by che fweet= 
eſt comforts ſhe was able to apply. Candace would 
hear her, both becauſe ſhe dearly 10v'd her, and be- 
{iides,delighted to have her misfortun <5 tlarrer'd, and 
co ſtay her (elf upon the hopes {he gave her of tae 
recovery of hec Empire, and the (afety ot Ceſar. 
And chus they waſted the greateſt part of che night, 
eill, a little before the Birth of day, fleep came 
to becalm her cares, and draw the Curtams of her 
bright eies, which ſhe kept ſhuc about four or five 
hours : Ac che end of which being awaked, and feel- 
ing no indifpoſlition thar could perſwade her to lie 
fitl},ſhe caus'd Clitie co riſeC chat wasthe name of her 
Maid) and give her her Cloaths; a part of which 
when the had pur ongthe quitced her Bed,and in that 
eſtate took foine turns m che Chamber; at laſt ſhe 0- 
pen'da window, whence rhe eic might freely ſpread 
n's view over the adjoyning Sea,and the ſtately Ciry 
of Alexanirin, 

The fight of that City (heretofore the abode and 
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l-gitimate inheritance of her dear Ceſario)awaken'd 
her Coniplaints, and after the Prologue of two or 
three ſighs, tying her cycs to thoſe proud Wals that 
Alexander built : 

Deſelate Alexandria, ſaid ſhe, ſince thou haſt 1oft thy 
faireft Ornaments; ſince thy Anthony's, Cleopatra's, 
and Ptolomee's dweli #0 longer with thee, but in thy 
duſt, Pompous and triumpbant as thou wert ; thou doſt 
wow langurſh under a Tyrannick, Toke: O%! that 1 
eould at leaſt repair part of thy loſſes, in reſtoring that 
to thee which thou gaveſt to me ; Within thy boſom my 
young Czſar firſt ſaw the light ; to thee I owe the edu- 
cation of his tendereſt years; and of thee I received bim, 
with all thoſe lovely graces that he brought among ws : 
and now T am come without him to thy forſaken wal's, 10 
expcſe my ſelf to the reproaches thou mayeſt throw uper: 
we, for having unjuſily detain'd him from tbee, But 
pardon me, my Beloved's native foil , if I cannot reſtore 
what niy ſclf bath loſt ; He is puli'd from me by the Cru- 
elty of my deſtiny; and I bring thee as much of him as us 
poffible , by offering thee a heart where ſhe hath as lively 
and perfect being, as inthat place he now inhabits, Ah ! 
*1y eyes, (aid ſhe, ( wiping away ſome tears that had 
newly forc*d their paſſage ) wuſt every objet give 6 
freſh warning, to your tears ? Can you preſent #othing to 
My imagination, but what renews my diſquiets ? Since 
you firſt became Fountains, you have been ſo laviſh of 
gour ſtreams , as your fpring might well be exhauſt ; bat 
you ſtill overflow as much as when my miſeries firſt al- 
arm'd you: ab ! could my dear Caſar yet come and dry 
you up, I ſhould delightfully remember with what fide- 
lity you have kept me Company in my Diſgraces , and 
then how zealoufly ſhru'd I bleft the moſt dangerous ry 
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ſad occaſions T have had to witneſſ of the beight of Afﬀ*» 
tion ? Bur alas | bow certain are thoſe hopes ! how Cruel 
the arms of our barbarous enemies ! and then how 
dangerow are you inconjtant billows that rowle before 
Mine eyes £ 

She had inlarged her Plaints,and ſuffered theſe ſad 
canſiderations to waſte a great parc of the day, had 
not Clitie interrupted,telling her ic was time to drets 
her, reccive the Prince Tyridates, who would not 
fail ro wait upon her (o ſoonas ſhe could be in 2 
condition to permir his vific : Candace came to her 
ſelf at Clittes ſolicitation, as one newly wak'd from 
a deep fleep: And regarding her with a languiſh- 
ing eye; 1 had abandowd my ſelf , (aid ſhe, to ſome 
melancholy thoughts, which the view of Alexanaria 
bad reuz'd within my $ cul ; and T aſſure my {elf , thou 
Canſt not ( without ſome texnderneſt) caſt thy eye upon 
theſe places where my beloved Czlario took his birth: See, 
ſaid the, (opening the window again } [00k upon this 
ſame City , where the lamenteble Clcopatra delivered 
him to the world , where ſhe nouriſhed and brougy; hins 
up to beſtow upon me : And ab ! how glad!y did I rec:ive 
the rich preſent of a Perſon ſo illuſtrious ? bow tendsir- 
ly and dearly would Thave preſerved bum, whoſe abſence 
( and it may be utter loft ) I now regret with ſuch vio- 
lent reſentments. 

The Queen would never have given over, fill 
finding freſh ſubje&s encercain her ſorrows, it 
Eteocles , advertiz'd by Clitie , hadnort encered the 
Chamber; yet ſhe would needs draw him to the 
window, co ſhew her (as well as the diſtance would 
permit } ali char might be diſcover'd of the Palace 
where the Prince was born and nouciſh'd ; with ſuch 
O+4 other 
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"ther places as he and the reſt of his royal Play-fel- 
lows (often mentioned to her by Errecles,in the tory 
of his Maſters Youth ) had chiefly frequented inhis 
greeneſt years, Afﬀter the Queen had allow'd ſome 
time tothis pleaſing employment, the made an end 
of dreſſing. her, which when Tjridates underitood, 
he came to bid her good morrow, and was met and 
receiv'd by her withan air full of ſweetneſs and 
Majelty. 

Tyriadates, who was now grown acquainted with 
her name and condition , accoſted her with all the 
reſpe& due to her Perſon and Dignity. Ton fee, (aid 
the Queen, « perſon very ſlothful, yet not altogether in- 
excuſable , for having wearied out ſs many cruel nights 
and days without repoſe , T aſſure my ſelf you wil! nt 
take it i* that I have now taſted it from your bounty, Ma- 
dam, would it pleaſe the Gods, ſaid Tyridates, that 7 
had power to perſarm more than what this miſerable re- 
treat can contribute , and you (hould ſoon know , that the 
woſft d;ficult and dangerous occaſions to ſerve you would 
alwaies be delightful to ſuch as Fortune ſhall bonour with 
the employment. 

Indeed IT cught not to expect leſs generoſity, reply'd 
the Queen, from @ Prince of the Arſacides ; for , *tis ſo 
natural, that you cannot want it , without belying yorr 
blood. "Tis true, (gd Tyridates, the houſe of Arfaces bad 
& fair ſtock of vertuous reps. tation , before the inhuman 
Phraates diſhonoured it with his cruebries ;, but it is now 
the infamous ſhame of all! Royal Families ; Nor do 
T believe that axy can paſi a more gentle tbought 
per it . without ſharing in the guiit that is faſined 
to it. The crime of Phraates, ſaid the Queen , can- 
nt reach t9 you ; the fbits of bis Cruelty are ſole- 
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ly limited in. bimſelf , and cannot '7 much as dim the 
luſtre of your Vertue. 

Thar fair Queen had gone on, if the Modeſty of 
T yridates would have ſuttzred it ; ; but interrupting 
her diſcourſe, to change the Subje&t , he demanded 
how ſhe had paſl'd that nigh, Could my mind, (aid 
Candace, have ſhared in the. repoſe you have given my 
body , I ſhou!d ſxy , By your means I heve reſted well. 
But as the troubles of my Soul have reteived u9 
Comfort; but from your Aſſiſtance , I think, I may 
ſay , I have numbered the tedious hours of the night 
with more «nquiet than your ſelf. The Gods pre- 
ſerve yon, ſaid Tyridates, from ſic? racking pains as 
dragg my daics through eternal deaths ; for , could 
your apprehenfion but reach them , you would doubrleſt 
give them anotber Character, I ſee well, ſaid the 
Queen, that Ereoclcs has not yet told you my Story, 
or bas but related a few of the firſt events, Tis true, 
ſaid Tyridares, that T am yet but acquainted wits the 
beginnings of it ; for Eteocles has gone no further 
thau the gonerow Combat that the Prince Czſario had 
with young Bricomarus. Then you have yet heard no- 
thing of my Life, {aid the Queen ; but when you ſhall 
once know it, you will confeſi that I bave Miſeries 
enougb to match yours , and ſime to ſpare , ſuch as your 
patience never traverſed, I am baniſhed as well a 
you from my native Country , poſſibly diſpoiled' of a 
molt jlouriſhins E mpire ; ; ſeparated, like yon, from the 
perſon I love, whom T left expos'd to dangers far grea- 
ter than ſuch 4 threaten Mariamne's life , ſuch as 
Heaven it ſelf cannct reſcue him from , without & won+ 
der. 

Theſe C o/amities, reply'd the afflifted Tyridates, 
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ere very confiderable, eſpecially in the perſon of ſo great 
E Dueen as your ſelf. But your Majeſtic may per- 
mir me to tell you , that TI bave ſome too cruel! to be pat- 
tern'd ameng the wort of yours. Tou are bereaved of 
that happy perſon whom you bave judg*d worthy of your 
Aﬀetiton , but the Subjefs of our loſſes are very re- 
mote in nature; I aſſure my ſelf , that the Prince you 
love , dves ſupport the ſeparation at leaf}, with as much 
impatience as y-u ; and the loſſe of you makes him out-= 
ſigh you for his abſence : beſides, your diſpleaſures have 
not ſtruck you in the moſt ſenſible part , fince the blows 
you received , came onely from the rude hand of For- 
tune , and not the will of him you love; But Gods ! 
bow different is my deſtiny ; the only will of Mariamne 
Creates all my Miſeries ; it was that baniſhed me her 


preſence ; an# ( which wounds me deepeſt ) while I dye * 


for ber , ſhe does nit ſo much as dream of me. Would 
Heaven that every raving wave were my profeſſed Ene- 
mie ! that all the Arms of the Empire bent their points 
et my happineſſe | nay, that every thing in nature de= 
fyed me, on condition Mariamne were for me, I would 
exconnter all their traverſes with comtempt , and eitber 
| wot fee! them , or at leaſt with an invincible patience 
ſuſtain them ; For as my Foyes and Griefs are entirely 
dependent on her , ſo "tis ſhe alone can make me Happy 
or Miſerable : And from thoſe that ſpring from apy 0= 
ther ſource , #1 me they will finde bus little ſenſudility, 
e< [fee your affeftion , faidthe Queen, 1s truly wor- 
« thy of your ſelf, and the obje&ir aims at : But, if 
< [ miſtake not , your evils are not ſo great as you 
* have Figur'd them, if they only depend on Mari- 
«& 2»me's will; my thoughts tell me ſhe yer loves you, 


® and had notthecare of her reputation,with the ſe- 
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«« yere rules of her Daty,laid too heavy in the other 
« balance, ſhe would never have baniſh'd you her 
c© preſence, but rather beſtow'd ſome proofs of her 
« acknowledgment upon you, which ſure ſhe could 
c« not bridle withour much conſtrain : that laſt con» 
c« deſcention ſhe granted in your favour , when ſhe 
« ſuffer'd you to ſee her in the midſt of ſo many dan- 
« gers that menac*d her, could not come from fuch 
«« a perſon as Mariemne ( who was never accuſed of 
<« levity or imprudence ) without the conſent of afr 
cc fe&ion , which was all the excuſe ſhe had for it : 
« Nor do I believe her wholly exempt from that 
«which your being divided makes you ſuffer for her 
&« ſake; andam confident ſhe paſſes not a day where» 
cc jn1 ſhe does not call you into her memory, Ah: 
« Madam,cried the amorousTyridates, how agreeab- 
<<1y youflacter me, & how neceſſary 1s the auchoricy 
« of (uch a Perſon as her ſelf ro perſwade that which 
« appearance could never manifeſt: Iam worthy of 
© the afft&ion and remembrance of Mariamne, and 
« the Gods can witneſs, I never cheriſh'd a thoughe 
& ſo arrogant to believe I deſerv'dthem. Yet I cane 
& not liſten to your diſcourſe without ſome comfort, 
6 repreſenting to my ſelf, that a Perſon ſo divine as 
6 you, cannot{ like our common ſpirits) be capable 
of error. 

This diſcourſe had been enlarg'd, had it not been 
interrupted by thoſe that brought up the Queens 
dinner; Tyridates din'd with her,and ſo did Etegcles 
& Clitje, becauſe they would have it ſo,not then be- 


- Ing in either _ or condition to obſerve the regu+ 


lar method of all Ceremonies. 
Afrer dinner Tyridates told the Queen , that, 
chough 
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though the place was Deſart and Savage, it affor- 
ded ſome unfrequented walks not unpleaſant,which 
Save her a deſire totaketheair, when after hereies 
had ſpent tome time in turning over ſeveral objetts 
at the window, ſhe went out of the Houſe, prop'd 
by the arm of Tyridares, and only followed by 
Eteocles and Clitie ; they walked a while upon the 
Downs, where their cies had liberty toconverſe with 
the ſucceſhve waves, and thoſe wondrous flowes 
and ebbs that had (@ puzled the ſcience of all Philo- 
ſophers: bur the Queen beginning to be weeried 
by the Sand, Tyridates led her down to a very plea- 
fant Valley,ſecmi-circuled on the one fide with divers 
points of a Rock covered with moſs , and on 
the other with a lictle wood , which joyning Cre- 
ſcent=-wiſe with the extremes of the Rock, left a 
green Meadow in the middle, beaucityed with divers 
Chryſtal Fountains. 

This place agreed with the Queens inclination to 
ſol;tude, and ſuiting her intencion ts be private, 
ſhe accepred that invitation to diſcourie the reſt of 
her adventures to Tyridates, and ſpying a ſpace 
berween two Rocks, covered with mots, and framed 
by Nature intoa.ſeatyſo ſecretly contrived,as it con- 
cealed them from the fighe of any in the Meadow, 
though they might eaſily diſcern what palt in any 
part of it ; the ſettled there, inviting Tyridates to 
jit by her, while Cl;tize and Eteocles made choice of 
a place tolie down in, ſome five or {ix paces from 
their Miſtreſs. 

After the fair Queen had been a while filent, ſhe 
looked upon Tyridates with a little bluſh , that with 
a glad ambition was newly clim'd into her cheeks : 


If 
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TF T give you the relation of my life, ſaid ſhe, I muff be 
obliged ty uncover [ome follics, which the preciſe rales of 
modeity would keep Concealed ; but as it 3s not juit, that 
T thuuld either ſerve my ſelf of your aſſijtance, or demand 
Four counſel in affair: whereof you are ignorant, I ſhai: 
freely give you the naked account of my life, with that 
Advent ure that condufed me to thy Countrie; and 
in fine, erave your advice about the fitteſt ordey to be 
obſerved for the compoſure of my affairs , and ſecurity 
of my Perſon, I ſhall alwaies be more able to ſerve 
yor in Perſon than Counſe!, replyed T yridates , be- 
ing very incapable of direting a Perſon of ſo much 
Prudence a your ſelf ; however I ſhall employ ( ſince 
you erdain it ſs) all the judgement is left me, 
without expeding the trouble of this Relation from 
your Mijeſtie , which T may as well learn from the 
Mouth of Erzocles , and ſo eſcape a Soleciſm in Civie 
lity. 

Candace was about to reply,and had difpoſed her 
ſelf to take up the Story where Eteccles let it fall ; 
when they were interrupted by a noyle of Horſes 
which trod very near , and 'gave warning to their 
cies to look about them; which no ſooner done, 
but they ſpy'd two men on horſe-back coming our 
ofthe Wood into the Meadow ; the chief of the two 
that appear'd the Maſter, quickly drew the regard 
both of the Queen and Tyridates, as well upon che 
Beauty of his Arms, as his graceful Deportment 
on his Horſe; the ground of his Armour was black, 
but very richly gilt; ſer round with Rubies of great 
value, & in all the other places moſt remarkable,the 
plates of ftee! that were below his T aſes,reach d ro his 
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knee, and thoſe upon his Arm to his Elbow, which 
were of the ſame materials and workmanſhip ; his 
Horfe was black , with ſome white ſpots upon hint, 
but then all white with his own froath , which his 
pride and courage had newly dreſs'd him in : his 
Squire carried his Shield of the ſame materials 
with the reſt of his Arms ; on which he bare 2 
Crocodile, with a Motta under ic of the Roman 
tongue. 

In chis aquipage, leaping alictle Hay, he entred 
the Meadow,with intent to let his Horſes feed there, 
while himſelf cook ſome repoſe; and allighting from 
his Horſe, his approach gave Tyridates and the 
Queen a more perte& deſcription of the beauty of 
his ſhape , which appear'd with an admirable pro- 
portion; all his geſtures, and every a&ion ſo becom- 
ing, as it faſltned cheir eics upon him with a molt ſe- 
rious regard ; but their ſatistaftion was much im- 
prov'd, when (the betcer to refreſh himſelf ) he took 
off his Caſque and gave it to his Squire,lending them 
a fight of his unarmed Head and dilcovered Face, 
which made them confe(s, they had never ſeen one 
better ſhap'd among all che perſons of his ſex ; all the 
lines of it ſo evenly regular, as it was two hard tor 
che skilfulleſt defire ro mend any thing abour itz his 
complexion was ſomething brown , his eyes black, 
but full ofa ſparkling vivacity, as it requireda ftea- 
dy eye to behold them wichourt ſhrinking at the In- 
fire; his hair of che ſame colour, being very long 
and curling, naturally fell in large annulers upon 
his ſhoulders; In fine, his whole compoſure carried 
ſo compleat a Symitry , as it would have pos'd En- 
Yy's (elf co have found fait. PY 
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This Sranger (ſuch , and much berter than my 
words have copy'd him)after he had ſet his Horſe at 
liberty, ſought a placeto lic down on,and diſcharge 
ſome wearineſs he had lately contracted in a long 
voyage ; and to favourtheir curioſity , Forcune led 
him to the choice of a place very near the corner of 
their Rock, which though it hid him from the eyes, 
yet it could not kinder their over-hraring the dif- 
courſe betwixe him and his Squire; who, after he 
had taken care of the horſes, laying his Shield, 
Caſqueand two Javelins in readineſs,came and laid 
down at his feet,and defired him, if ic were poſſible, 
to releaſe his griefs to an hour of reſt: For Sir, ſaid 
be, I think no force , no health but yours , Could have 
Hood the rude ſhock, of ſuch violent pains as you have ſuf= 
fered ; ner Can you long reſiſt it , if you per- 
"+ in this Cruel manner of tormenting your 
elf. 

The Maſter , fetching two or three deep fighs ( as 
Prologue to his Anſwer ) Ceaſe dear Emilius , ſaid 
be , to trouble thy ſelf for a life which is not worth the 
pains thou tak'ſt about it , and which I cannot regard 
but «4s my deadlieſt Enemy : T loved it once, when it 
was near to Cleoparra , but now ſhe has refus'd an inte-« 
reſt in it, IT abandon it to diſpair 4s well as ſhe. But my 
Lord, replyed the faichful Squire, To what then ſerves 
that undaunted Courage , which ( ſurmocunting the 
growth of your unripe years) hath carried you to ſuch a 
height of Reputation ? To what your ſtudy in Philsſopby, 
which you beftowed ſome of your budding age upon, with 
ſuch a rare ſuccef ? My courage and Philoſophy » ſaid 
he , indeed have helped me to ſupport that with ſome 
mederation , which poſſible withous their ſuccor would 

have 
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have forced the effecis of fury and tranſport , as woll 
thoſe of folly; that in all likelybood Report has carried 
to the limits of the Roman Empire : But they Cannot 
cure @ diſeaſe of this nature , without ftripping my Soul 
of that Seuſitive faculty , of which ber ſelf is in part 
compos'd ;, the advantage; T have gained above others 
that wanted my education, do 4iſſpade me from repyning 
again(t the Geds, from diſÞairing of theiv goodneſs, and 
holds my hands from falling foul upon Subjefls of Inno- 
cence , upon which the tempeſts of my grief ( without 
their aſſiſtance ) mig't poſſibly throw me, but they can- 
wot bixder me from fighing, lamenting, and proving my 
ſelf « man, by affliciing my ſelf with cauſes of affliction ; 
#s I was formerly abus'd into an opinton of happineſ 
by an impoſture cf proſperity; and would'f thou call to 
mind in what manner IT reſiſted offromts Conſiderable e- 
#ough, when they prang from other Cauſes than the will of 
my wungreteful Princeſi , thou wilt remember that 
neither Courage nor Moderation failed we, What I 
ſuffered by the Cunning malice of Tyberius, the tyran- 
#ique authority of Anguftus, with many other Cr:7 tos 
that thou knoweſt of, I felt my ſelf alle to ſutain , and 
poſſible I ſhould nit have hrunk, under any weight, thas 
bead only power to birw an ordinary fpirit; but after ex- 

ication of the ingrateful and pitilefs inteutions of 
Cleopatra, 'tis nt exough to complain, 'tis fir I die, F- 
milius, #or can either Conrage oy Phil. ſyvby urge a juſt 
diverſion from ſuch a purpoſe, 

He uttered thefe words with « tone fo pailionately 
heightned, as it drew pitcy from his concealed Au- 
ditors, and Prince Tyridates was about ro tell the 
Queen a conjefure of his, when they o're-heard 
him go en1r his complaint, Forget, Tarumane Prine 


Se 


Hymen $ Preludiac: Pars f, 


þ 
: 
: 


Lib.4. Or, Love's Maſter-piece. 20g 
ceſs, ſaid he, were ſo many ſervices, ſo many proofs of af- 
feciion worth no more than to be inſeuſibly driven from 
your memory ? Have I deſerved to be thus uſed for an 
inviolable fidelity? and think you this *dees not ſtain 
the blood of Antony ad Cleopatra, to ſacrifice an in- 
nocent life to defpair , which without the leaſt reſer- 
vation wes eſpouſed to your Serviee ? Fuit Gods ! Gods 
whom I have ſo oft invcked , and of whom I bave re- 
ceived ſo many {aviurable aſſiſtances, if your Anger be 
ftill decreed to perſecute the miſerable Reliques of 
our' Houſe, which you have ſuffered to fall under the Ro- 
man Arms ; turn a! the points of it againſt me only, 
but do not puniſh me , becauſe I Love, with juch pains 
4s ſhould only be reſerved for the guilty : 1f Cleopatra 
provokes your indignation by her ingratitude to me, 
Cenſider ſhe is the Maſter-piece of your hands , and 
that however my Conſcience avowes me innocent , yet 
ſure T am net ſo , ber ſpirit is incapable of Errour, ang 
T by the weakneſi of ſcme aftion , bave ſurely plstted mg 
ewn diſgrace: if it be ſo , as I owe that belief to 
ber judgment , mylife, my attions, my thoughts , I 
adilavew you all, if you have any other aims than ine 
Love, Service, and Glery of Cleopatra, the Gods al! 
know I never owned any ſuch, and if you ſlily crept ints 
my breſt,it was in ſuch diſguiſe as 1 diſcern d you not from 
thoſe ſhe might ſafely approve. 

The Stranger would have ftrecched his come» 
plaints further , if his Squire, who began to be 
weary. of that kind if life , had not thus ſtopped 
him : Aly Lord , ſaid he, I beſeech you be usr (» 
laviſy to your griefs , as to give away the power 
of refletling both on what you are, and what you 
ought to be 5 'tis true , your misfortune is great 
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Eut yet not deſperate: and, as I believe , this change in 
the Princeſs proceeds from ſome impreſſion bas been gi- 
ven for you: ſo I hope (the truth once diſcover'd ) to 
ſee you reſtor' to the ſame eſtate in ber favour, . I am 
more than confident this miſchief was plotted by the ay- 
Tifice of Tiberiws ; for that peeviſh man will omit no cc 
caſion to deprive you of what he pretends 16 ſo unwortbily. 
But the PrinceſiCleopatra®s Spirit cannot be ſo poſſeſs'd, 
but time wil! open hay ejes upon your innocence ; Be- 
fades, the FriendſÞ1p of Agrippa and Marcellus ws!l be 
ative in your bebalf ; and me thinks Fortune be- 
gins tointend you ſome kindneſt, by condudiing Cleo- 
atra hither, who, yeu know i ſhorily expeCied at A- 
exandria with the Emperor and Empreſi Livia, whom 
ſhe allwaies attends: all things coxſpire more aſiffance 
to your Deſignes here, than'at Rome , eſpecially the 
place of your reſidence being unknown, and probably "tis 
doubted in the Emperors Court , whether you be ſtill 
living. They have reaſon to doubt it, ſaid the Maſter, 
and had T liſtned tothe rational motions of my grief, 
thy fidelity bed miſied this daily trouble of urging fruit- 
left conſolations. Indeed Tam glad at the coming of 
Auguſtus to Alexandria : but *tis !*f} out of hope to 
ſee Cleopatra, befcre T ſhall dare to apprar in ber pre- 
ſence, than for the revenge I inten upon Tybertus : 
I know that diſloyal man thinks his ſubtilties have de- 
ſftroyed me 3 but be ſhall find, I am (till living to give him 
death in the very arms of the Emperor ond Empreſl 
by Mother , that ſupport him ſo unjuſily againſt me. 
Thi us rather the deſign of my ſtay upon this Coaſt, 
than to Juſtifie my ſelf before my Fudge that ſove- 
raignly Condemns me , and poſſibly this ſole in- 
tent bas preſerv'd my deplorable life , that ''s 
ſheul: 
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ſhould have been ſacrificed to my juif reſent- 
ments. | 
The Stranger thus ending kis diſcourſe, gave oc- 
ca{ion to his over-hearers to communicate their 
thoughts. Candacehad oft heard the name of Cleg» 
patra pronounced with ſuch intereſt , whom ſhe 
could take for no other than the Silter of her dear 
Ceſario. But Et-ocles , who ever kept the blood of 
his dead Miſtreſs in ſacred veneration , could not 
hear the name of thac Royal Maid wichour appear - 
ing tranſported. Tyridates read both their troubles 
in cheir looks ; and not ignorant of the cauſe : 14g 
Hot wonder, ſaid he, to ſee you amaz'd at this engoun- 
ter, for my own ſurprizal is little leſſe than yours ;, but T 
think I am able to give you ſome light in this miff : for, 
if I be net deceiv'd , thi Stranger, whom we have alſo 
Juſtly admir”d, 4 the valiant Prinse of Mauritania, Sort 
to the great King Juba, who with Cato and Scipio w.r 
vanquiſhed in Atirica by Julius Czfar: His Love to the 
Princeft Cleopatra made it ſelf known to all Rome 
by the marvellous effets it produced ; and there wy 
ſcarce a perſon that was ignorant of bs quarrel with Ty- 
berius, link'd with divers other events that deſery'd re- 
membrance. During my jiay at Rome, he was abſent;but 
if tbe general opinion might be credited, ſhe could net buſt 
& braver man, nor ons whoſe valour was more advan- 
tageouſly accompanied,wirth ſuch other qualities as render 
an accompliſhed Prince : I muſt nv1t let him go, ſaid Ere- 
ocles, before I ſee & know him better, and demand ſome 
news of that Princeſt whom I bave Carried 4 thouſand 
times 11 my arms, whoſe Birth, Perſon, and Name are ſo 
ſacred unto me:&* indeed, ſaid Candace,though my con- 
cealment be requiſite , I cannot but wiſh #0 jee him that 
P 3 lovee 
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Ive; my C:#lars Siſter ſo paſſicnately,the praiſes you bave 
given him,with woat I have diſcern'd in his locks, have 
gein'd him mnch of my eſteem,and made me alresdig 111- 
tereſi my ſelf in ha F:rtune, Madam, (aid Tyridates, 
Tam glad to bear you ſay ſo; if you think fit, we will hey 
our ſelves to him ; an4 with your permiſſion, T will offer 
him that poor retreat you did mot ſcorn to accept ; there 
we ſhall have leiſure to know him, and learn, whether I 
gucſs'd right at his name and qualitie. 

Tothis the Queen gavean eafie conſent, and they 
were riling toſalute him , when a great noiſe of 
claſhing of Arms, aud loud voices,that ſent it ſelf to 
their ears from a neighbouring Valley prevented 
them. This retir'd the ſtranger from his profound 
thoughts,and unwilling to hazard a ſurprifal in that 
eltare, he ſuddenly fnatch'd; up his Caſque, and 
commanded his Squire to bridle his Horfe , which 

| done, he was no ſooner leap'd into the {addle,when 
he ſaw two men on horſe-back coming towards him 
4n their full ſpeed from their Valley, im a differenr 
eſtate and poſture. The firſt (having no other Arms 
but bis Sword ) fled before the other arm'd at al! 
points, who with his Sword in his hand purſu'd him 
wirh loud threatenings, and wanted bur little of 0- 
vertaking him. The Arms of the hindmolt were of a 
brown complexion, and (as if Art had ſtndied diſor- 
der) confuledly fillzced with Gold and Silver ; his 
Coac of Mail was ſuitable ro bis Curiaſs; upon his 
Calque he bare a Lion, witha long Horſe tail in his 
paw , that fell backward trom his head upon his 
ſhoulders. The ſame beaft was pourtray*d on his 
Shield, with a Motto under him , chat could not be 

read at that diltatice. 
Tho 
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The Garb of this Warrior was not fo proud and 
fierce, buc the other was as poor and timorous ;; the 
fear of death , that hung out its. pal? vadge upon 
his Viſage, would let him <xpre(s no anger, bur to 
his horſe, which he (purr'd moſt furiouſly; andas he 
turned his cies round , aS if he huiccd tor rove of 
ſuccour, he ſpyed Cleopatra's Lover, wiom he (aw 
in a conditionto defend him trom his cmics rage; 
and ſpuriing up to him,with his hand» ttrecch od our 
ina (upplanc poſture: O ſave me Sir, cryed he,fronm 
this cruel man that hy taken this advantage to murder 
me? He had notime to enlarge | s eutreati's, nor 
was it necefſary to a manin whoin che tentumnts or 
yertue hal roudeep animpreſlion, to fly ally oppor. 
cunity that might ſet his courage a work to relieve 
the opprefied. He returned him no other auſwer 
than a preparation to give what he demanded: An | 
to that end, putting himſelf berween him and his 
purſuer, and firſt detirous gently totry the force 
of perſwalion; he cryed out to hun a far oft, ro mo- 
deratcrhe violence of his paſſion,and prayed him ro 
conhider the glory he was like to purchaſe,for a man 
armed as he was, toſet upon a perſon that had ſo lit- 
tle to defend himfclr. 

The Stranger, whom a molt viotent choler and 
animolity againlt che fugitive had wound up to & 
haughty fiercenelſs , could not ſee the way ro i155 re- 
venge block'd up, without converting his fury upon 
him that deny'd it paſfage, and inſtead of a reply,he 
advanc'd his Sword in the air,& flew upon him like 
a Lion : Thy life, ſaid he, ſpa pay the forfeit of ths 
Traytors,which thou rob*(t my.juſt indignation of, With 
theſe words came fo weighty a blow , as his enemy 
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having ſcarce time to ward ict with his Shield , was 
half aſtonilh'd : bur he, defirous co make uſe of 
that diforder,(R.-ver ge over-pewring Glory )would 
have quirted the Combat to continue che purſute : 
But Cleopatra's Servant ſuddenly recovering himſelf, 
carch'd hold on the reign of his bridle as he was pat- 
{ing by, & gave ſorude a tug ro the tender-mouch'd 
horſe,as made him riſe ſo high before,thar he wanted 
bu: lictle to overthraw himielf backward upon his 
Maſter,but he ſlacking his hand, with a ſharp remem- 
brance of the Spur, pricked him forward ; yer not io 
{oo but his fugitive was already got our of fight, & 
(that he mighr leave no certain traft to his foilow- 
er ) had betook himſelfro the Covert ofan adjacent 
wood. But when he ſaw his hopes of overcaking him 
vere fled with him, he eurn'd his anger afreſh upon 
his new enemy ; and beholding him with etcs chat 
darred flames of rage : * thou canſt not, ſaid be,but 
< be baſe and perfidious, fincethou favour'lt tzole 
< that are ſo; but thy death ſhall repair the diſplea- 
<« ſure thou haſt done me, Take heed, ſaid the other, 
& and defend thy own life carefully ; for, believe it, 
&« thou wilt have more need of all thy force againſt 
«© me, than hzm whom chou wouldit have kill'd at 
*ſuch an advantage. | 

The two brave Combatants,valiant as any that e- 
ver got anamein Arms, follow'd theſe words with 
ſuch weighty blows, as he thac firſt enter*d the lifts, 
with an unwilling complement,was forc'd to bow his 
Head to thefſaddles pomel, & che other to touch the 
Crouper of his Horſe. Bur recovering freſh force 
and fury, each finding the valour of his enemy,and, 
expecting by the firſt blaws what was like to follow, 
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quicred the thoughts of an eafie Viſtory, and wak'd 
all che dexcerous force that nature and exerciſe had 
given them, to find advantages. The Prince of 
Mauritania ( for Tyridates was not miftaken ) at che 
firſt was leſs angry than his enemy : bur when he 
ſaw his Arms dyed with his own blood , he ruſhed 
upon hisFoe with ſuch an unbridled,yet $kilful fury, 
as would quickly have given him the Vigory,had he 
not diſputed with a courage fo invincible , as the 
world could not boalt a braver. 

The proofs they had given for their mutual valour, 
were ſoon become the wonder of their Spectators, 
And while Candace was wrapt in a deep amazement 
at the ſight;Tyridates and Ereocles quitred their pla» 
ces, and advanced into the Meadow, with an ititenc 
(if it were poſlible ) to part them : 21 undercaking 
ſomething diffticulc,they being both on foor,and o1;- 
ly armed with Swords : Tyridatcs therefore Judging 
the gentler way the beſt,and approaching (omething 
near them : Gallant men, cry'd he, will you kill one 2- 
nether without a ſubject for a quarre! ? might you not 
better reſerve your valouy to employ again|t your ene- 
mies whom you have cauſe to hate ? The Knights were 
ſo deaf to ditiwation,as all che gnſwer they return'd 
was a hot continuance of the Combat, cach ({o vehe- 
mently ſpurring up his horſe to gain the crouper of 
his enemies, that Tyridates, fearing to be trodden 
under foot was conitrain'd to retire 2 little and be- 
come a quiet SpeQator,lince he could not be an Ar- 
biter,attending the event of that furiousCombat not 
without much fear it would prove too bloudy. 

Ic wad yet fought on both fides with ſuch an even- 


nels of fortune and courage, as no judgment could 
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allow either the leaſt advantage; when the appea- 
zance of a third that came galloping up to the Com- 
batants, gave Tyridates (ome hopes of afliftance 


in his deſign to part them : The Arms of this laſt » 
commer were very richly embrotdered with gold & . 


artificially engraven with the Romau Eagles; upon 
his Shield was painted that Royal-Bird curning her 
undazl'd eies upon a Stn in its glory; and upon his 
Cask ſhe erected her two heads , and expanded 
her wings, as ſhe 1s repreſented in the Arms of the 
Empire. 

The arrival ofthis new Cavali-r, not more confi- 
derable for the gallantry of his Armour, than the 
bravery of his Garb and Poſture, made Cundace and 
Tyridates (wholly fixed as they were upon the for- 
mer ſpeCtacle) totake off their regards, and beſtow 
them npon him: but he allow'd them bur little time 
to obſerve;for he no ſooner caſt his eye upon him of 
the two that bore the Lion in his Cask and Shield, 
but he clapp'd down the Viſor of his Beaver, then 
half up,and approaching the Prince of Mayritania , 
« Valiant Sir, ſaid be, 1conjure you by the remem- 
« brance of what you love deareſt, to quit your 
<« place unto me,ang permit me to continue a Com- 
© bat with your enemy, which i began before yours, 
© & 1s poſhbly of greater importaice. 

The Prince curning his exgupon him that entreat- 
cd ſoſtrange a Courtefie.hk*d him ſo well at the firſt 


fight,as he would not have ſtay'd his conſenc,had he 


not been exceedingly provok'd by a refiſtance,which 
he was not accuſtomed «to find among other 
Enemies; nevertheleſs he was about to reply , 
when hewasprevented by the other, who having 

heard 
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heard the requeſt of the la{t commer, at the firſt 
glance knew & receiv'd him with a joyful clamour ; 
© Come, Come, fail he aloud, and joyn your for- 
& ces together, I do not fear to fight you both , 
© nor doubt the Vitory, though your number were 
&« greater, This ſaid, he flew from his firſt Antago- 
niſt, and ruſhing in with his Horſe upon the other 
gave him a rude ſhock witha blow upon the head 
that made him reel in his Stir ops ; bur the other 
Stranger was not long in his debt , for having his 
Sword ready in his hand, he diſcharg'd it with ſuch 
a puifſance upon him, that the blow carried away 
parc of his Shield, and ſo benummed the hand that 
held it, as it forc'd himto let fall his reins, and his 
Horſe, feeling himſelf at liberty, ſtarred away, and 
ſo ſav'd his Maſter from the ſecond blow : But he 
quickly recovered his bridle, and, being much 


. aſhamied of the accidenc, he bravely turned head 


to both his enemies, that approached him with e- 
qual fury : A while he doubted upon which to be- 
ftow his firſt blows ; but having little time to confi- 
der,he addreſt himfelf cothe Mooriſh Prince, & wit- 
nefling with his hand,thac he had ſomething to ſay: 
&© | do not doubt, cryed he, but I have courage ane 
© force enough to diſpute the Vigory againit youy, 
* both ; But if thou doſt value the requeſt of my e- 
* nemy,ſtand by a while, and give thy ſelf the plea- 
© (ſure oiſeeing usdecide a quarrel of greater im- 
© portance than what is betwixt us two, and I pro» 
© miſe that immediately atter my ViRory, we will 
<end our difference. 
T fear, ſaid he, he will not leave thee in @ con- 
dition to give me ſuch reſiſtance as my bonour can 
| accept 
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accept; for me thinks bis forces are ſo little inferior 
to thine, 4s I eannet bope the ſucceſs of this Combat will 
tend to thy advantage; finiſh firſt then what thou ha} 
| begun with me , and if fortune decrees that thou ſcap'(t 
my hands , thou ſhalt have leiſure enough to debate thy 
firſt querrel : Theſe laſt words of the Prince were 
not ſo much as: heard by the enemy , who ſtaying 
for no anſwer , had eagerly renew'd his Combar 
with the Knight of the wings, and was receiv'd by 
him with as much bravery as he brought : The va- 
liane Moor angry to be ſe lighted, ran up to him 
with his Sword in a poſture tq expreſs it ; but ſeeing 
him engaged with the other, and aſhamed to afſail 
him at ſuch an advantage, he held his Sword ad- 
vancedin the air, as yet uncertain how to diſpoſe of 
it: very unwilling he was to give overthe Combar, 
and as Joath to wound his credit by ſtriking one 
that was ſo-hotly match'd by another as valiant as 
himſelf: but during his irreſolution, the two Cavya- 
liers charg'd one another ſtill wich ſuch mighty 
blows, as made their lives indebted to the goodnels 
of their Armour 3 nor could that long hinder their 
Swords from cutting paſſages for the blood in divers 
parts of their bodies, the fight of which'rather ani- 
mated than enfeebled, urging each to carve his re- 
venge upon the other, with ſuch height of fury, as 
there was never ſeen a Combat between two men {0 
terrible; their blood had 1n divers places dyed the 
Earth in it's own complexion,when after many eru- 


el blows that came too thick to be connred, at laſt 


there fell two together with ſo huge a force, as they 
wanted both but lictle of kiſſing the duſt, bur chey ree- 
teda long time upon their Saddles; before they could 

recover 
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cover their Stirrops, the Knight of the Lyons brok© 
his Sword upon the Caſque of his Enemy, but with 
the blow cutting the laces (that faſtned it) aſunder, 
it threw the Roman Eagles tothe ground, and lefr. 
the head of its Maſter naked and diſarm'd ; which 
diſcover*dto the lookers on, one of the handſomeſt 
and moſt Majeltick faces thac ever credited Natures 
workmanſhip : art the firſt glance Candace and Ereo- 
cles knew it , and advancing towards him with a 
cranſport of Joy , Ab my Prince, cryed they at once, 
ah! ado Czſars Sox; andindeed it was Ce- 
ſari» , whom the heat of the bght had deafr'd to 
their cryes 3 for covering his head with his Shield, 
with his Sword ready to cut out work for the Chy- 
rurgeon , he re-advanc'd towards his oppolite that 
attended him with an equal reſolution : bur the Pr. 
of Maxritania, who had lent attention tothe words, 
and regard to the viſage of Candace, was willing to 
do homage to the Empire of Beauty in a defire to 
oblige her ; and ſeeing the Combatants in a very 
deſperate condition, threw himſelf between to part 
chem, believing Ceſario,wich whom he had no quar- 
rel, would not ſtrike him, and the others truncheon 
he did not fear. 

Tyridates and Eteccles joyning with him , at the 
ſame time laid hold of their Bridles , and by that 
means hindred the Progreſflt of the Combat, which 
they fretted ac with exceiive choler : Ceſario's ap* 


' pear'd in flaſhes at his cies, and bluſhes in his face, 


bur art laſt lending an ear to the words, andan eye 
to the faces of Eteocles ( who held his bridle ) and 
Candace that tfbod by till crying out Cleomedon, 
Cleomedon, immediately he knew them bot h,andwith 
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a Joy that broke into loud agcents,ſeeing his enemy 
held by the Mauritanian and Parthian Princes, 
he forgot all thougrs of enmity, and was flying in- 
to the arms of his Princeſs; when they all took a 
freſh Allarm, from 15 or 20 Horſ-men , that with 
their Swords in their hands, came up towards them 
upon the Spur,conduRed by the ſame man that fled 
from the Knight of the Lions, and at him only they 
all cem'd ro bend their unmanly out-rage : but the 
two others ( then quitting, or at leaft ſuſpending 
all animoſity) of enemies were quickly become par- 
ties z which known, without ballancing che baſe- 
neſs of the at, they pour'd themſelves upon them 
all; bur the firſt that aborded them , carryed away 
incurable marks oftheir treachery : for they coap'd 
with ſuch Enemies as were incapable of being di(- 
may:d at ſuch a number, The Prince of a{aurita- 
nia, who was the freſheſt of the chree , ſent the firſt 
he met without a head tothe ground,and cur off the 
armof the ſecond, juſt as it was advanc'd in the air 
to ſtrike him. Theſe two firſt blows gave Ceſario time 
co put on his Caſque, which Eteveles had given him 
& the Knight of the Lions leiſureto recover a Sword 
inſtead of his own that was broken. Which done, 
-they both bravely joyned with thevaliant Moor,and 
help'd him to diſtribute death among their enemies: 
the firſt chat fell under the Sword of Ceſars Son, had 
his head claven in two pieces; and he that dyed on 
the other hand,was run through the body,his point 
finding a way through the weakneſs of his Cuiraſs, 
to tumble his Soul from the principal ſeat of life. 
Theſe were no ſooner fallen , but Jyridates, cover- 
ing his head with one of their Caſques, and ſnatch- 

ing 
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ing up 2 Shield, leap*d upon a Horſe , which a new 
blow from the gallant Moor had made maſterleſs, 
and came and joyned his afliſtance, like a confidera- 
-ble reſerve to the reſt, 

Eteecles, with the Prince of Manritania's Squire, 
fojlow'd his example, only the Queen and her Maid 
remained Speftators of the Combat : and indeed ic 
was almoſt a prodigy to ſee men (o weariet and 
wounded in a former fight, with effe&s beyond hu- 
mane puiſſance, in ſo few moments ta reduce ſuch a 
number of their enemies to deſpair of victory ? Ty- 
r;idates, though but halfarm'd,quickly tumbled two 
at his feet, and Eteecles couragionſly cut his paſſage 
through the preaſe, and join'd himſelf with the 
Prince h1s Maker. But while theſe four gallant War- 
riors, ſtung with brave emulation, like ſo many new 
Mars's diſplay'd their invincible valout,the Captain 
of their enemies, whom fear of death had rang'd jn 
therear, contenting himſelf coanimate with words, 
but not daring to give the encouragement cf a per- 
ſonal example , chanced to caſt his etes upon the 
Queen of /Xthiopia, who was feeing Heaven with 
her ſilver tears to reſcue her Ceſar from the perils 
that menac'd him : he nv ſooner faw,but knew her, 
and breaking into an out-cry , Oh you Gods ! (aid 
he, and ds you then reflore me my Fugitive , that was 
wreſted from my bands with ſ» great a danger of my life? 
When preſently, commanding one of his men thar 
was neareſt to follaw him, he ran to her, juſt as 
ſhe was thinking (for ſhe had ſpyed him) co go hide 
her felf behinde the rock - bur ſhe made not haſte 
enough toprevent that barbarous Villain, whorude- 
ly ſeizing upon. her, and, by the help of his compa= 
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nion, haying ſect her up beforehim upon the Pom el 
of his Saddle,he carried heraway in {pight of all che 
reſiſtance and firugling ſhe could make for eſcape : 
his companion would have had 11o pleaſant task to 
force Clitieto the ſame pofture , if ker reſolution to 
follow the Fortune of her Miſtreſs, diſcarding the 
conſideration of her own, had not made her his eaſe 


preF*: Bur Gods! What tury ſhot it (elf into the | 


Soul of Ceſario? when hearing the out-cries of his 
Queen, and his ear dire&ing his eye, he ſpy'd her 
in the Arms of her cruel Raviſher , who had bor- 
rowed all the wings that haſte could lend. to get 
cround of his ſuſpeCted purſuers ; the whole ſtrengch 
of his enemies were now grown feeble toarreſt him; 
for having thrown down one that oppos'd his paſ- 
ſage, with a blow that clove him to the breaſt, he 
darted himſelf among the reſt, with ſuch an irrefift- 
able vigour, as he ſoon clear'd the way to his pur- 
ſute, when (by a freſh piece of Fortunes malice) his 
Horſe, no longer able to endure the many wounds 
he had receiv*d, fell dead under him, and ſo ſudden- 
ly , as falling with his Maſters feet engag'd in the 
Stirrops,he expos'd him to the mercy of his enemies; 
two of which ſpying the caſual advantages, were 
coming to kill him, which they had eafily etfe&ed, 
if the Knight of the Lions ( a while before his eager 
enemy, reigning hacred co a fitter ſeaſon) had not 
flown to his defence, and with two blows laid both 
his Enemies at his ſcec, the one dead, the other with 
a deep wound : and taking one of their Horſes by 
the Reigns,juſt as Freocles had rhrown himſelt down 
to diſ-ingage the Prince from his, Riſ: Cleomedoy, 


faid he, and yecitve this aſittuntce from thy greartef 
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exemy, but ſuch an enemy # is unwilling to owe any thing 
to thy generoſity. | 

The Son of Cefar at another time would not have 
taken this ſuccour from his declared Foe , withour 
ſtriving to reſtore the benefit , or at leaſt tendring 
an ample expreſſion after his refentmenc,bur at thac 
moment the loſs of his Queen ( who to his cic had 
appear'd and diſappear'd like lightening ) wholly 
ſeiz'd him, and would ſcarce ſuffer him co make a 
fit refle&ion upon the generous att of this gallanc e- 
nemie; only in taking the Horſe from his hands,and 
leaping upon him with more agilitie than his wounds 
could well allow of ; IT know not, ſaid he, how to un- 
derftand thee, who in declaring thy ſelf my Enemie, haſt 
rendered we the office of an intimate Friend : but 
T proteſt , that as miCh my Enemie as thou art , 1 will 
ever be readie to pay thee back thy life which thou haſt 
ſo bravely aſſail'd, and ſo generouſly defended : Finiſh» 
ing theſe words, and leaping into the Saddle , ha- 
ving now no Enemies capable to ſtay him, he 
_ afcer the Raviſher with a)l the ſpeed imagin- 
able, 

Eteocles , whole memorie harbour'd nothing ſo 
carefully as his Princes intereſt , afrer his example 
ſuddenly remounted himſelf, and obſerving the way 
he took, followed ſo ſwiftly, as in a ſhort time he . 
recover'd him. 

In the mean time the Prince of Mazritaxia and 
Tyridates had handled the reſt of their enemies ſo 
roughly as they were reduc'd toa deſpair of victory; 
and, when he chat ſo valiantly reſcued Ceſario, was 
again Join'd with them, they_,giade ſuch havoct 


among thoſe that remain'd, as after the death of all 
their 
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their Companions, three that were only lefr, were 
conſtrain'd to truſt their ſafetie to their heels; rhe 
gallant Warriors diſdaining to purſue them, fel! to 
a mucual admiration of each others valour, and the 
brave unknown, addrefling himſelf to the Prince of 
Mauritania © Art firſt, ſaid ke, you did me a di{- 
< pleaſure that made me your enemie, in hindring 
© che execution of a revenge (ojuſt, as, had you 
«known the caufe, you would doubtleſs have fa- 
< your'd what you prevented : but you have fince {© 
« nobly affiſted me againſt enemmes who I think only 
<« level'd their malice at me, as the memory of that 
«© over-powers my reſentments ; and joining with 
«© my wonder at your valour, devotes me to the 
« ſearch of occaſions, that may make me worchy to 
«become your Friend. | 

& I am ſorry, replyed the valiant Moor, for the diſ- 
& pleaſure I have given you, judging by what I 
c& have fince ſeen you do, and by the late baſe aCti- 
« ons of your enemy,that he was worthy of che pu- 
* niſhment you defigged him ; but( as the truth was 
&« maſqu'd) I could not refaſe a proce&ion which I 
& thought was due to the weaker party. I deemit 
« no mean happineſs to have effefted your refent- 
« ments by {o poor a piece of ſervice; and after 
© the experiment of your valour, | cannot without 
< much joy receive the profer of your amity. 

This faid , chey ſhook hands , and lifred up the 
viſors of their helmets. If che ſtranger was raviſh'd 
wich the beauty and Majeltique airof the AMocr, 
the two Princes were not le(s {urprized at his high 
and heroique Mine, both believing,notwithout much 


rea(0n, that they never beheld any that ſurpalt it; 
Chus 


 _ 
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thus they gaz'd one at another , their admiration 
caking a pretty diſtant precedency of their words : 
but the Prince of Mauritania firſt breaking filence, 
and turning towards Tyridates, who was dividing his 
aſtoniſhment berwixt chem; It # to you , valiant 
man, ſaid he, we have the moſt confiderable obligation; 
to your velour and generous reſolution we owe the won- 
der, fince naked as you are , you havg brav'd a danger 
Capable to diſmay men moſt ſecurely armed, rendring 
a gallaus ſuccour to unkyown perſons, To thele 
words the brave ſtranger added others that import- 
ed che ſame ſenſe, which Tyridates medeſty recei- 
ving: «I have donenothing, ſaid be, but what the 
<« jncitement might juſtly chalenge 3 and the little 
& help 1 was able to contribute, ſhew'd = and 
© worthleſs in the prefence of your grand attions, 
Cas it merits no remembrance. 

In uttering theſe words he obſerved their Arms 
covered with bloud,eſpecially the ſtrangers, who had 
loſt very much in his Combat with Ceſario, and 
not willing to dally in fuch a condition: I ſee,ſaid 
& he, your wounds expreſs the necellity of a ſudden 
& affiſtance,which Iam preſently able ro give,if you 
© refuſe not the offer of a poor lodging about a 
& hundred paces hence, where your wounds ſhall be 
& ſearched, and yourſelves {crv'd with much affe&i- 
© on ; but where is Cleomedon, continu'd be, looking 
&« round for Ceſaris. Sir, he # gone, (aidthe Prince 
& of Mauritania's Squire,(who being le(S eager than 
the reft, had better diſcern'd what paſt concerning 
the Combat) in purſute of thoſe raviſhers that Carried 
away two Ladies , that ſtood and locked on while we 


were fighting. How! cryed Tyridates,are the Ladies 
OY carryed 
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carried away,that were with me when you arrived ? Tea 
my Lord, reply'd Emilius , they were ſeized on by the 
Cbjef of thoſe men whom you ſo lately defeated, Oh Gods ! 


{aid Tyridates, what an unvaluable ſt is this, if it be © 


not ſpeedily recover 'd ? how paſſionately could I wiſh theſe 
valiant men in @ better condition, that they were able to 
endeavour the reſcuoof one of the moſt conſiderable per- 
ſons up:;n earth ! Let us go, ſaid the Prince of Mauri- 
tania, our wounds ought not to aifpenſe with the ſuccour 
of a perſon of ſo much importance, Indeed, ſaid Tyrida- 
tes,your obligation is particular, and poſſible I know you 
better than you imagine : but am loath to expoſe you in 
this eſtate to any freſh peri!, eſpecially that gallant man, 
pointing to the unknown, whoſe wounds are deeper and 
more dangerous than yours. 
cc ?Tis true, ſaid the Stranger, my hurts are great : 
© but they ſhall give me leaveto go with you to the 
c Sea-{1de,which is the only courſe you care take 1n 
< this deſign ; for the Pirate Zenodorus ( who was he 
<« that I purſu'd, & doubtleſs the ſame that bore a= 
&« way the perſon whoſe loſs you regret Jhas carried 
© away the prey ta his veſlcls that ride near the 
« Shoar,and only there we ought to ſeek 1t. | 
This ſaid, he put Spurrs to his Horſe,and Jed the 
way (though not without much pain) rowards that 
fide of the Coaſt where he had ſeen Zenodorys his 
Veſſels; the Princes eagerly followed, and (being 
in mick the berrer eſtate, quickly left him behind, ) 
ſpeeding thcircourſe to that part of theShoar which 
he poinced at: bur all alas in vain,for finding no veſ- 
ſel in the rad, and coaſting a while upon the ſand 
without any diſcovery,at laſt they ſpy*d two Ships a 
far off with tull ſails making off ro Sza, which they 
preſently 
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preſently jJudg'd to be the ſame they ſought 
for : the brave unknown, who was as much in- 
terefs'd as Tyridates , and poſſible not much lefs 


- than Ceſurio in the purſuic of the Pirat, ferching 


two or three deep ſighs, and caſting a ſad look upon 
the Prince of Mauritania, Oh ! ſaid he, how I ſhould 
hate you, if the ſuccour you have given me, with the 
knowledge of your vertue could leave a poſſibility for 
the Paſſion. Gods ! purſu'd he, Ob you Gods ! what 4 
lofs do I ſuſtain by this fatal Combat ? what have 1 
loft in a Condition , that diſables me to give my ſelf the 
leaſt hope of recovery. 

At theſe words he had let himſelf fall from his 
Horſe with weakneſs, if Tyridares had not haſted to 
ſuitain him:;and the Mauritanian didas much on the 
other fide, proteſting his ſorrow for the injury his ig- 
norance had done him, and the {hare he took in his 
forcune. During this diſcourſe, Tyridates contlidering 
that a longer ſearch would bur vainly ſtrengthen 
their deſpair of finding, began tolead them che way 
to his own houſe, alwaies keepings neer the Stran» 
ger, Whoſe loſs of blood, and depth of wounds had 
{o enfeebled him, as he was fcarce able to keep his 
Saddle : but they ſoon reach'd the houſe, where the 
ſervants of Tyridates render'd the ſame offices to the 
ſtrangers that were due to the perſon of cheirPrince: - 
they were laid in ſeveral Chambers, (the houſe be- 
ing ſpacious enough to afford commodious lodging 
and their wounds viſited,which were not found very 
dangerous , eſpecially the Prince of Mauritania's 
who hadonly received a hurc on his lefc Arm, and 
another ſlight one on his fide ; the Stranger's were 
greater both in number and condition : but che 

Q_2 QChirurgion 
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Chirurgion (who was an officer to Ty?idates, and an 
expert Maſter of his art )promis'd an infallible cure 
to both. | 

The Stranger took. but little comfort from this 
promiſe , andappeared ſo ſenfibly afflifted , as the 
fears of thole chat ſerv'd him began co augurate 
worlſe ſucceſs from his ſadne(s than his wounds. He 
was no {ooner lajd,but there entered into his Cham- 
ber a young man whom he preſently knew to be his 
Squire; «ho having ſpent a part of thrat day in his 
ſearch, had at laſt addrefſt his inquiry to that houſe, 

wher< he underſtood what was happened. * 
Ar the ſight of his Squirethe Maſter expreſſed 
ſome (1gns of comfort, and having call'd him to his 
' -Beds fide, he entreated the reſt to leave him to his 
repoſe. Tyridazes had received two flight wounds, 
one on his right hand, and the other on his head : 
but they were too inconſiderable to confine him co 
his Bed ; and having caus'd ſome remedies to be ap- 
plyed, he ſpent his principal care upon the ſervice 
of his gueſts, whom he marvellouily eſteem'd. At 
the evening underſtanding that the Prince of Mau- 
ritania might admit a viſit, he entred his Chamber, 
and being received by the Prince with an exceſs of 
civility, they ſpent fome time in terms of Courte{te 
and deference ; which ended, and Tyrid4ates ſeated 
by his Beds fide, before they could Mechodically 
change the ſubjeft, he of Mauritania calling to 
mind: a.word or two the Parthian let fall fome 
hours before: © remember you tuld megſaid be,that 
«was better known to you than I knew of, make me 
< the favouryf you plcaſe,to let me underſtand what 
« knowledge you have of me, and by what means 
*©FOU 
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« you gain'd it: I drew it, replyd Tyridates, from 
« {ome words I over-heard you utter before the ar- 
cc rival of the valiant Stranger, againft whom you 
© Combated, your ample mention of the Princeſs 
&« Cleopatra, and of Tyberits, added co what I had 
cc heard at Rome, of the life of that Princeſs, begat 
&« my opinion you were the Prince of Mauritents 3 
<« bur if at firſt ic was only a fingle conje&ure, the 
<« fight of your viſage, with the grand a&ions you 
< performed in my preſence, have ſtrengthned it to 
© a confidence. 

This diſcourſe rais*'d a bluſhin the Princes cheeks, 
becauſe it imported him to diſguiſe his qualicy, yet 
willing that his Obligation to Tyridates ſhould van- 
quiſh the diſpleaſure ; * I ſhould be ſorry, ſaid he, 
&« (as my affairs are now ſtated) to be known to 
« any other perſon than your ſelf; but yau have 
« too nobly engaged me to a high efteem of your 
« worth to allow diſtruſt a being.” Tis true, am that 
 < unhappy Prince of Mauritania, whoſe misfortunes, 
« if you made any [tay at Rome, have poſlibly reach'd 
« your ears; but becauſe methinks your face too, 
<« diſcovers more maiks of greatneſs than your 
&« Equipage , I ſhould gladly learn to whom | am 
« reduable, and what he is that 1 have truſted. If L 
&« pris'd my life, reply'd Tyridates, I ſhould not have 
leſs cauſe than you to hide my name : but as for- 
«tune has us'd me,che preſervation of it 15 ſo incon= 
' «{iderable, as were my conhdence in you leſs than 
ec jt is, I ſhould make no difficulty co tell you that 
« lam Tyridates,Son of Orodes,andBrother to Phra- 
c« ates King of Parthia, perſecuted both by fortune 
& and friends, and reduced ever f{ince my greeneſ 
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<« years to beg from Court to Court a ſhelter for my 
«© life. Ac this relation the Prince of Manritania, a 
lictle lifting himſelf from his Bed, ſaluted Tyridates, 
with an addition to his former reſpe&t. © [am no 
<« ftranger to your name,ſai4 bc; for when you quit-= 
« ted Rome,you lefc your (-If upon every tongue in 
<« fofair a CharaGter,as 15 not inſuitable ro my pre- 
© ſent experience of your perſon and vertue, I am 
« not ſorry to be reduable toa Prince of your birth, 
& nor to find ſuch high worth in him, of whom my 
cc eftimation preceded my knowledge. To you, ſaid 
« Tyridates, ] owe with much more Juſtice wbat 
< your expreſtons have miſplac'd upon my ſeif, the 
<« bruit of your beautiousaCtions hath produced (uch 
c« effe&s through the Roman Empire, as doubtleſs 
< you are not known where your vertue is not ad- 
«mir'd and adored. . 

The Prince modeſtly retorted this Language, and 
they had ſome while continued a Courteous conteſt 
tull of deference and proteſtations of amity, they 
transferr'd their diſcourſe upon the valiant Stran- 
ger, whorepos'd in the nextChamber; wherein they 
forgot. not to mention his rare compoſure both of 
face and garb, his undaunted Spirit , with thoſe 
Frand ations they had ſeen him perform, which 
kindled an equal ardour in both, ro be as well ac- 
quainted with his name and quality ; and as they 
contrived the means, they ſpyed his Squire paſs by 
the Chamber door, that ftood half open; Tyridates 
call'd him, and after he was entred and come near 
the Bed; We call'd ro you,faid he,to demand ſome news 
of your Mafter, an to intreat, if you may grant it with= 
out incurring hu diſpleaſure, the ſutifaGion of our de- 
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fires to know him, the bravery of bis adions muſt excuſe 
our curiofity, in Contentig which, you may deeply oblige 
I's. 

&© My Lord,rep!ly'd the Squire,had I permiſſton from 
«my Maſter, you ſhould gladly be obey*d, but ha- 
< vying not yer revoked the command he gave me to 
&« conceal his perſon,T mutt be forced to a very un- 
© willing diſobedience;yet chis Imay take commiſli- 
© on to ſay, that pollible I ferve one of che greateſt 
© men upon Earth, and youngas he1s, (1t your re- 
© mote abode be not jituate where fame 1s a ftran- 
* ger) doubtleſs the noife of his actions hath found 
** you out ; happily when he knows your defire, he 
* will command me to fatisfie it, andit you pleale [ 
* will demand his leave. 

c« Tt 1s not neceſlary, ſaid the Princeof Mauritania, 
«for though yourdiſcourfe hath much augmented 
<< our Cuitofity, we ſhould be roo incivil to preſs a» 
<« ny thing that may diſpleaſe him 3 when ic {hall 
& come from his own free motion we ſhall joyfully 
co receive it, and m the mean cime content Our 
«ſelves to know him by thoſe marks of greatneſs 
© that ſhine in his perſon,and by what he has done 
& in our preſence. 

With this an(wer the Squire departed, and a while 


'afcer Tyridates (finding ut time toleave him to his 


repoſe) bad his guelt good night, and went to feek 
that in his own bed, which was there accuſtomed to 


entertam 1m. 
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